TTEMPTS T0 SAP CONFIDENGE OF PEOPLE N
<=t _ GOVERNENT 5 WAR MEASURES MUST CEAst



If Canada is to Place the Maximum of Her-
Great Bntam Attacks Must be Stopped,
Hon. Arihur Meighen

, P SITION -USING EVERY KIND OF °
2o . TRICKERY AND MlSREPRFSENTAT[oN

Mr. W. A. Boys, K.C.. Again the Unanimous Choice of Con-
" servatives of South Simcoe, at One of Most Suctess-
ful Conventions Held in the Riding

From a Staff Reporter.

Cookstown, June ~in ome’ of
the most brilllant and convincing
addresses heard in South Simcoe in
many a day, Hon. Arthur. Meighen,!
Solicitor-General for Canada, re-
plied to Liberal charges against the
Borden Administration, paylng par-
ticular attention to recent utterances
of Sir WilfHd Laurier, before the
Reform Club, at Toropto, and of,
Hon. Mr. Graham, at Durham. The |
town hall.was packed to capacity,
while even the wiridow-ledges were
pressed into service by those

holds in the enumry. South Simcoe
has not often witnessed a more en-
thusiastic and optimistic gathering. |

The occasion was the half-yearly
meeting of the South Simcoe Con- |
servative Association, and the busi- |
ness of the day was to nominate a

candidate for the Federal
This went, unanimously to the pres-
ent member, Mr. W. A. Boys, K.
After an address from the presi- |
dent, Han. Mr. Meighen was ifitro- |
duced. This was the frst time
appeared in South Simcoe, but
he captivated his audience at once,
and throughout his address was re
peatedly interrupted by the hearty

applause which his pointed remarks'

aroused.
Reasons for Change.

“The convention hax met under no

ordinary ‘circumstances,” said Hon
Mr. Meighen. “The ordinary light
heartedness of siuch a ggthering 15|
not present with us. We are under the
shadow of a great trial, and our
hearts cannot but be affected by
the terrible events which are now
nappening. Surely we might say
i party
In keeping with con-

that under such a shadow,
speech

is n

. ordinary criticism. That
in war time. But we might
ook for the postponement of
appeals and the drawing of
arty lifles. T regret that this shpuld
not be the case. 4
after the war broke out,
from thirty to forty differoht
casions, and not once did /I utter
one word of politics.” You /ask me,
why the change? You will agrec
Zith me that the great duty of the
Government 1s to g\

u.,u"/*hf death-knell

1port of the committee finds that
the boots were the hest of any used
t the front. As soon as there was
a whisper of anything wrong, Sir
Robert Borden appointed that com.
{mittee. Tt held $2 sittings What
!did it find? That of $2.000 boots
{served to the mén. 7,000 were re

ned with complaini lheu
11 300, only were dug up to be
{lald before the committee. Of That
number §8 were found 1o be defec-

because the uppers were a lit-
| the “iight. 1s there any wonder that
Levery soldier ¥ave the” same teati-
'mum that the Canadiap boots ore

by any troops.” “9

unnu-mnn did not say that of the

fib the soldiers themselves.
hey u-n the truth? Because it would
Fnve Xhoakes the bottom out of
the bnm scandal” (Laughter
|applause.) . .
Ouly Twelve Present.

“Then when the mau® came ug
Lhetnrﬁ e House for debate, when
of the B:-rdrn Gov
Dment was to have been sounded,
nnl\ twelve Liberals were présent

he.debate drizzled out into an aca-
-l demic discussion of ~ whether the

Canadian boots were heavy enough
{in design. At half past one. when the

was brought to an end, there
|uer.- five lone, lora Liberals stand-
Inx at its grav Laughter.)

"the Liberals. said the monkn are
continually talking of t
s Following the visit of Sie Wil
rid Laurier to ronto, recently,
'l e Globe had fome out with an

tal in which it had decfared
' It ader of the Oppositiol

e petty things of party
e, nd Nim, with ‘scorn” hut
the report of bis speech in the news
columns of The Globe had told =
different story. - Cantinual reference
was vlmdl 1o this speech, and to one
delivered by P. Graham at
Durtars oo nily, the speaker sar-
casticaily referring to the declara-
tions of non-partylsm, and the at-
tacks on the Government.

Was Too Late.

“In a report on Mr. Graham's ad-
dress, The Toronto Globe ftells us
€alt with the Transcontin-
Raliway in a mas

that he *
ental

manner when
| " (Laughter.) *He also
| dealt with the so-cafled hoot standa
and the naval qdestion. 1 will read
}ou sofme f hix speech. no that you
I may know difference between a
Darly Apeech apdn h and patriot-

(Cheers). We should bend all our
energics towards that end. (Hear!
hear!) If we are to do 5o, we must

have the confidence of the people
of Canada. To do our best. wo must
feel that we have the sole confid-
ence of the people. (Hear! hear!)
And, if the Opposition carries on
a persistent effort to sap and under- |
mine that confidence,.we owe it to|
ourselves and the people to see
that such efforts are stopped until
confidence Is fully restored. (Cheers).
“During the past five
there has been ©no cessation of
these attacks’”™ continued  the
speaker. party trickery has
been too low to resort to: no party
passions too base to appeal to. no
party line too fast to draw. Never
before, in the story of Canada
has there been such a mllrepn\
sentation of party motives and decd.
as has taken place during the p‘ul

five months,
Best at Front.

* “What do you think o
which when ‘a Government is faced
with the responsibility which faces
the Consel at’ present, will
do all; in its power to tear that

o pleces, from press
ked the speaker.
“There haye been accusations of
d and connivance at fraud,
through the pust five month;
you ever heard of -nnhlnx
like the so-called boot sc
what been the result

ave
vorked

al? But
The re-

! | horses and concluded

months |

a. party,

all |

Meighen referred especi-
Grah: -ma criticism o
of urchase of
is phase of
hir remarks by declaring, amid pro.
mmx.-d applause, that “a Judge of
the Supreme Court of the Province
|©f Quebec has been appointed 1o
&0t all the facts, and that Sir Robert
| Borden had stated that if there had
been the wrong-doing charged, hoth

the mar who passed off the unsound

| horses, & e officer who accepted
them. would be punished

Ca Big Burdens.

has been the lot or the Con.
servative party to th e big bur-
dens of this country’s government
ever since unleuomunn continu-
ed Mr. Melghen. “Jt was its lot
carry the burden when (onfed:

the repeaied efforts of the Liber
chiefly under the leadership of Sif
Wiltria Lavrier, o, cntangle Canada

with the United 8 hich would
hav . resuited in (.‘-nld. becoming
sbservient to the Republic fo the

south of us.  But It has never been
its lot to face responsibility such as
this. On top of the depression which
began in 1911 l‘omu the awful bur-
den of the greatest war ever faced

by an Admm‘unllon,

that burden, reserve all the
country’s Jo m

the Government, as far_

re all cause for P

|Sir Robert Borden appointed a non.
| party purchasing c but

what are we told by Sir \mma Lau-
lner That t act is an admis.




I ll
9\'crnmem has pu
and 'then hold up
'I" he can, and say that llfh..
admission .of incapacity. it
Is, then the .ppointing of the Ra
way Committ, Eh’ Sir Wiitrla Lau-

e

on of inca-
)  What do you say
of a leader of the .Opposition rlm.
while hidinz under the cloak of n
party discussion, charges an Aamin-
Istration with inc acity because it
arkets? (Loud
avplause.) That i -a high patriotic
to unanimity.’ "

3

Submarine Purchase.

‘The speaker again referred to The
Globe's report of Mr. Graham's

Bri da : purchase” of lﬁhmlﬁnu
"r:-'lcmnuamem b) Mr. Graham-—

and after saving he had no-charze
o make, told of & mp he had taken
to New ‘York, where he heard that
A hundred thousand Upliars, or more
of graft had -heen secured in con-

Ko 10 the men who made and ol
the submarines’ He was invited to
k an investigation, and he
Eet one at o Did he say
he wanted one? "
Fully Investigated.

The - #peaker .declarsd that the
Auditor-General had fully Investigat-
ed the deal, and had been satisfied
dollar had gone to the
ade and supplied the sub-

u what yot thi nk or »

l
Durnam, that ihere wan in
the purchase of the submarines'™ [
. _Grahem his deserts
n 1 only said he was cowardly.’
(Prolonged applause.)

Dealing with the questish of a
Canadian navy, Mr. Meighen main-
tatned that Canada—sNhoid walt the
outcome of the present siruggle so
as to see what Britain's policy would

“Who knows what the naval
limitations may be?" he asked, "I
still cling to the hope that as a’ re-
sult of. the war there may be a
system of internatiotial  law, and
that the nations’ armanients m
reduced by the terms of peace. W Ry
then, can say nhat we should do,
until we know {he policy of Britain?
Whatever it may be, howefer, we
will measure our own duty by the
eeds of Britain. (Cheers).

"G Wiria Taurier says he did
not block the Dreadnoughts Bill, in
the Senate. I lay it at the door of
the Liberals that at the time when
the emergency should have - been
plain to any reasonable man, they

pire, and held back the hand of the
country. They turned the House of
Commons into a cock-pit and dis-
graced the name of the country in a
determined effort to baulk the Ad-
ministration. They made fun of, and
scoffed at all who spoke of danger.
1 don't wonder that they
an election, and
specches read from every platform
in the country. They fold us they
knew more. of the Empire’s needs
than we, and YME®= we had been
hoaxed by a. man named Churehin
ana one named French. Mr. Le
micux said he knew there would bo
no war, especially with Germany,
because the Prince of Wales had
gone for a holiday to Berlin (Laugh-
ter). Sir Wilfrid had-sven a better

pire was found in the one great man
who sits as Emperor of Germany.
This man had been the malinstay of
the peace of the Empire
years. Why should we send $35,
000 1o help strengthen the British
navy, as long as we had the Kaiser
behind- us? (Laughter and ap-
plause). Ob, T know they don't like
these things sald now, but I want to
tell Mr. Gralam that if they con-
tinue trying to undermine the Ad-
ministration.. they will be met with
them on every platform
In the Common Defence,

They say they have a policy, but
ever men were blind, they were.
I can quite understand them want-
ing to shift the next.eleclion as far
away as ponslhle from the naval
debate. The C. tive party hu
u policy-—one )‘l olicy, now and al-
ways—that whenever it Is & ques-
tion of Empire, whenever it is o
question of defence, Canada shall
a-t as one with the Mother Country
in the common defence of a

The Toronto Globe tells us that
Sir Werid has
lhln‘n of party behind him  with
scorn, i
Yet 'he charges us with trying to
spring a khaki- lleﬂloll Hl
he supported the Borden Govern-
ment in its votes of 'liﬂ 000,000 for
war purposes. So he did, but Is that
his whole duty 7 Yc\l people who
haye bank accounts know that be-
fore you elgn llt:l::‘que ’knl‘:: l':l‘ull
have the money in the
et easy T Vote credit, but dif-
fleult to devise a system whereby
the money may be raised, to the
satisfaction of the people. Wouldn't
that be where you would expeot Sir
Wiltrid to come In, instead of try.
D' to get the people of Canada

ssatisfied with paying the war tax,
by dselulnl that it Is not a war tax
at all you, would it be a
nr.l;huonurd. honor-hle thing to
b w "$150,00 nd make no
vrovuon for p-ylng u ?
enue has gone down I
bounds. We will lose this year i‘l.
000,000, nnd .xpecl to raise by wa
tax 325, ‘What do you ll)
Dl men 'ho len you under these

reumatances; that u-ry mr stamp
h a Jie? T tell you' t the War
Revenue Act was ﬁt only -qn re

decen' a - to




bate, and never once made a
gestion of how the revenue lD“lL‘ he
ralsed. Why, even thelr own finan-
clal expert, Mr. Fieldin; in
Journal of Commérce, s
Mr. White had devised
method of raising revenue that cnuld
be devised. (Cheers.) Sir Wilfrid
says they did nothing to baulk the
administration. Al they did was
to attack the Government's mea-
sure, voteagainst it, und, if they had
been able to have secured votes
enough they would have defeated
lhdp Government, That ix all they
di

“The Toronte Globe says they
'lnduﬂl their vote against it, and
¢ can under-

L now,
Geratand any man who attacks the
matn measure of the Government,
who tries to Induce as many as pos-
ible to vote against it, and then
ho turns around -to that Govern-
ment and says, ‘Don’t you dare go
to the people” Tell me what else
Sir Wilfrid could have done ? Ile
went as far ax any party leader
could go. and he afforded the ad-
ministration every reason to make
an appeal to the people.
e Globe says: ‘e could have
e did not say (o the
it out” What does
n? That Sir Wlifrid Laur-
have said to the Liberal
majority in the Senate ‘throw out
the bill,” and they would have done
s0?  Either Sir Wilfrld Laurier
went the whole limit of his power,
or else he controls the Senate, and
the Borden Government is compoell-
ed to carry on business with the
master” of the situation sitting s
Leader of the Opposition. If we are
in thix position to-da Canada
that the Government In power with
the responsibility of this war upon
it, can have lis war measures block-
ed and thwarted and defeated at
the will of the Leader of the Op-
position, no Government -should
Pain in power. Sir Wiltrld  wii
have himself to blame and no other,
if an election Is brought ‘on at this
time.” (Applause.)

Asks for Assurunces,
“Only by refusing to take Sir Wil-
trid seriously can the .Government
refuse to call an election.” continued

possible for the Government to re-
fuse to take him seriously. (Cheers.)
He asks why we do not give assur-

tional authority for any Governmen
to guarantee that there would be ne
election within M‘)’ fixed tim A
that can be said is that unle
Zona ‘rise which are not presen
now, there nm be no election. Si
Robert Borden has said agaln anc
again that it To his wish that-there b
no election just now. The o

ho Is doing more thai
To Gorce an election, s Sir. \\'Iltrld
Laurier—that ¥, with mo pnulbl(
exception of the Eanor u The T
ronto Globe.” (Laugl

assure you, he ﬂﬂ\'frnmenl
. "1 _continue to hold office as long
as it Is convinced that it has the




confidence of the Canadian people.
It is only too ready to appeal against
the challenges of Laurier and the
Liberals. It is only too willing to

the opinion tha
reckoning comes, Wi
war Into the ensmy’s country
that there will be great slaughter.
The speaker was interrupted at
this_ point by a great outburst-of
cheering and applause. When quiet
was restored, he apologized for the
warmth he had put into his words.
But it is hard t6 Keep one’s langu-
age restrained.”  he a “when
members of the Government are
described in the terma of the veriest
U As

s an n
of hiy remarli, he referred to an edi-
torlal_in The Globe, where “Hon.
Mr. Rogers is linked up avith the
Roblin Government, when the Lib-
crals know he left long before the
present troubles arose.”  Mr. Rogers
had even offered to go into the wit-
ness box, but the Liberal counsel
said he conldn’t call him.

“Knowing that, they vet dare to
link Mr. Eogers' name with all that
has been revealed. That is high pa-
triotism for you

Sinister Shadow.

In conclusion, the speaker touched
upon the question of the Transcon-
nental Rallway lssue, which he de.
scribed as a “monument to Sir Wil-
trid Laurier. throwing its sinister
shadow on the Atlantic and the Pa.
ific. That is where the mo ent
“hich is needed for the war,
lared, wmid resounding cheers.

“We are compelled to bear the
heavy loss that Sir Wilfrid might
hove a monument, Why, the interes!
alone cost $1.000 for every hour of

and the Government has te

placed
trations to come. And the worst po-
fitical tragedy of any country 1s, that
the man who was responsible for
that blunder should stand on a po-
litical platform. and say - that the
Transcontinentyi=Railway is a credit
to him.”

Mr W, A. Boys, K.C.[ the presen!
member for South Simcoe, was gived
an enthusiastic reception, and “three
fimes three” He spoke briefly or

Dirchase of .horses. He pointed oul
that the Boot Investigation had vin.

o Liberals rested their charges ir
the -horse-purchase issue, had beer
thoroughly discredited. A number o
other  leading Conservatives spoke
‘but only briefly.
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