BRITISH GIVIL PRISONERS WHO ARE INTERNED
AT THE RUHLEBEN CAMP HAVE. FEW COMPLA

Improvement in Food and Increased Possibilities of Purchase

of Additional Nourishment
Nearly Removed

From the Outside Have
All Grievances

PERFORMANCES GIVEN EVERY NIGHT IN

GRAND STANDS

ARE: ENJOYED BY ALL

Oveurowdmg Has Been Overcome by Couslrucnon of Exten-

sive - Additions—Prisoner

s Are Use of

lowed

Grounds for Games-—Plenty of Exercise

The British Government has re-
ceived, through the courtesy of the
United States Ambvassador at Ber-
lin, & report which will be read with
great Interest: by Canadians.  Am-
bassador Gerard in his covering let-
ter to Ambassador Page in’Lon-
don, says:

T have the honor to transmit to
you herewith a triplicate copy of a
report made by Mr. G. W. Minot
upon camp conditions at present ex-

isting In the British Civil Internment |

Camp at Ruhleben, Spandau. In

cohnection with this I beg (o say that !

the devotion to duty and uniform
kindness of all the camp authorities
has been wonderful and the relations
of our Embassy with them always
most agreeable. It is impossible to
conceive of better camp command-
ers than Graf Schwerin and Baron
Taube.

The report wmm s dated at Ber-'
lUn, June 3, foll
OF the 4:600 British civil prisoners |

paid. The men who are unabie to
Pay for thelr treatment are provid-
ed with the less e: e treatment
Troc. the expenditure belng. disburs
ed from the British funds held at ¢
Embasey, while these men who have
ufficlent money may: If they choose,
Dl-k themselves for' the more expe!
sive class of
Meals Are Sufficient.
The rooms are all very clean and
seem to

wel
be clea
less expensive division there are five
for ix beds in a roo:
are large and there
lentailed in this connection.

no hardship

1two trees in it for exercise, but their
hief complaint is that it is impoa-
sible for them to have the same free-
dom as in the camp at Ruhleben.
The 10-mark patients have a much
larger and more attractive garden
of ieast two acres in which to
walk, there are only two in
each room. The -t
en five meals
a firet and Second hreakfast, dinner,
tea and supper. Thes
not very large, dut U
-f(ord sufficlent no|urllh 7% to men

Intern
4,000 are at this date held at Ruhle-
ben, the remaining 500 being scatter- |

ed detachments a
other internment-camps. The Ger-
man Government have arranged

that all these detachments shall be;
absorbed by Ruhleben, so that with-
in a few months all the British civil
prisoners interned in Gerinany will
be in Ruhleben. The difficulty of|
eclarging the facilities of Ruhleben |
and the necessary precautionary
measures of quarantining have made
the process of combination a long
one, but there is every reason to
belleve that it will soon be com-
pleted.
Overcrowded at First.
The increase in the number of
Dﬁluneu at Ruhleben has necessi-
substantial additions to the
rru\u. most of which were over-
crowded at the beginning of the war,
Eight new barracks, of one story,
have been erected (four being al-/
ready occupied). affording accom-
modation for 120 men each, s
rracks are substantially built of
wood with well set floors and large
windows. The roofs have becn wat-
erproofed with tarred paper and the
walls stained to resist the rain. In
the four new. barracks which are
now occupied a small room for the
guard has been added, but in the
mew barracks this has been consid-
ered unnecessary, as it is hoped that
the guards in the barracks ai night
be dispersed wit
The last new barrack has been
built ‘with a special- view towards
housing convalescent or delicate per-
Partitions have been erected
p the barracks into!
Small divisions and two water closets
have been installed. A new wash
house for these barracks has been
_erected with shower baths and wash-
Ing troughs.

Room to Play Games.

The construction of the new bar-|

racks, the transfer of some hundred
persons to Dr. Weiler's sanatorium |
and the release of about a hundred |
persons have made it possible large- |
1y to reduce the crowded conditions |
of the obens or lofts, of the old bar-/
yacks. Twenty per cemt. of the oc-!
eup-nu of these obehs huve been
moved and it is estimated that
vnen the new barracks are fully oc-
cupied, another fifty-five per cent.
‘will be removed from.the oberis, 8o/
that only a quarter. of the original |
occupants will be left there. -
m signal improvement
which has been effected in the las
prisoners to use the
und encircled by the race chl\
r the hours from 8 a.m. to 12 noon

« ‘eplendid
ll'.ld !nr all kinds of games. Mater- '

for the various s e been |
by the camp, lnLludln! the !
aying out of a football field and
small golf course. This ground has
provided a chance for every Intern-
@4 ‘prisoner to take part in some
form of good outdoor exercise, and

those who e desire, to move out
their chairs to the field to watch the |

fames.
Use of the Grandstands.

Permission to ue the lrlndﬂ ands
from § a.m 5.30 p. 1
ther been obtained. u |he rlndﬂ are !
of modern brick and cement con-
struction, a larze enclosed hall is;
formed underneath the tiers of sea
In this hail a stage has been er
ed and a complete theaire .natailed
with scenery, = dressing-rooms, or-
chestra, etc. Performances ag
from Shakespeare to musical sholl
nigh

bas M -Jlotled for a carpenter's
a tator's thop b.\rbv; and
co

er's @hop. nd¥tand
have been R et the
Educational Department for -«h 08
and fectures which are systematical-
Iy nndnmea Blackboards and other
© been provided for the

2 m
m overcrm:dlnl of the camno
infl;

€ -and the difficulty
of affording - vrnper treatment to

of -the prisoners interned led
to the establishment of an official
infirmary at- Dr. Wieler's Sanator-
lu um, Alloe 38; Charlot- '

18 | ures are belnk
terminati;

" are served at regular hou

1 pa-
[llents ‘sav that the quality of the
ifood is excellent. The total number
men which the sanatorium can
accommodate is about 100, and most
of them expreas themeelves as being
quite_satisfied with this treatment.
{The British patlents are under the
direct "care of Dr. Schlomer, an able
| young docto
A Syqem of Relief:

A system of relief has been insti-
tuted whereby thuse men who are
destitute receive a weekly allowance
‘of five marks with which to byy ex-
tra food, clothing, ‘etc., according to
[their need. .Of the 4,000 men in-
{terned at Ruhleben, about 2500 are
iat present recelving this help. Re-
{lief been extended to Dr.
Weiler's Sanatorium and to the city
prison, in which prisoners are quar-
antined for two weeks during their
removal to Ruhleben. Full outfl
fof winter and summer clothes have
{Deen provided for those men
have been unable tq procure clothes
from outside the camp.

g

se can be purchased by the men for one

mark, the price being asked in order
to prevent unjustified demands, and
the profits being doposited with the;
camp funds. The spring outfits con-
sist of the following articles—One
shirt, one palr trousers, one suit of
underwear, one pair of socks, one
pair of shoes, nd three handker-
chiefs. Of these spring outfits over
three thousand have been ura\lded
50 that it can be safely stated tha
every man has a satisfactory outnc
with which to begin the summer.
Other Improvements.

The following Is a numbered list
of some of the other Improvements
which have been instituted in Ruhle-

ben

Erection of Bollers and a Boller
Hmue for Hot Water. By this men
can purchase at all hours of the day
hot water for pfennig. The
! money lhul gained’ls lurned into the
{camp’ fun

|ficé. The British cdptain of t
| Bosianderiagest has boen “gwen ‘an
oftice of two rooms with a safe, des
'elc ln which he can conduct his
sporidence and  business in
| satistactory manner.
3. A New Parcel Offi
[fice has been fitted with the neces-
t|sary shelves, eic.. so that an incom-
ing supply of 1,000 t0 1,500 packages
|daily can bu lulemlllully hlndltd

Forco of British Sabjects. This has
|Ereatly ‘lessened the = mecessity for
German soldlers in-the camp.

| police force consists of an Jnspeclor.
{four sergeants and ntty men.

5. The Institu of & Public
i1 This Horaty has Mow seoes
{2,500 volumes which can be obtain-
led by the prisoners between certain
| hours.

6. Latrines. New latrines with
!more modern construction have been
built and completed, but are not yet
!in working order. Regular cleaning

a and dmnfecun. is conducted in the

old latri
3 s and Grounds. New rdads
have been piitt for. the cartage of
supplies, etc.,' the holes In the en-
iclosures have been filled in and im-
proved drainage constructed.
itchens. The kitchens have
| been taken over from the contractor
{who previously operated them, and
are now controlled and worked by
the Kitchen f‘nmmlllee They have
been thoroughly cleaned lyl white-
washed. The quality of thé’food has
!been greatly improved and th! meals

9. o c.nleznl have
been enlarged and have been taken
over by the captains from the con-
tractor formerly in control, and are;
now conducted at largely reduced
prices. A greater variety of goods'

gue Parties, The men of
the cAmp who wish to earn a small
pay are employed in regular grou:
to undertake the following work:
theregular removal of refuse, the
regular cleaning of dust bins, the

+ | has been provided.
10.

weteriog of the grounds and the &

cartage of food suppite
Laundry.

te.

undry has

hcen provided in which each man
.ncm p?oper')"u wash his

clom

12 Whitewashing Barracks. |
The barracks. kitchens and other of-|
figés have been carefully whitp- |
washed and cleaned for the coming

summer. Better lighting hll been in-| ¢

stalled ‘in the barracks

but the rooms ||

Pa- | tes
{tients have a smail yard with one or

who | de
ts) food, and the inc

2. Piuln. Up of the (’apu.lnl of-

This of- | 5

e mattresses have all been
lll'l] with clean new wood

Business  Post...Permission
been granted to men who were
L3 in activé business before
their internment to write extra let-
of business

a camp newspaper is
nnnlod outside,
Extra Food for Growing

Lads, Growing boys are now pro-
vided with an extra portion of a
glass of milk and ‘an egg In the
o nl::‘ Some forty to ALY lads re-
ce \. s extra supply.
Paciiies.  Persons

o ek Dt e e By
not actually ill, are allowed the priv
liege of eating in the casino. This
privilege has also been accorded to
the men who work In the cam

p.
for
been

Divine ser
vice {s conducted weekly by the Rec-
tor of the Anglican church in Ber-

Jews l"rovlllon has been made for
special treatment the Jews nac-

cording to the demands of their re-
n. A weekly supply of koscher
a synagogue

liglo
food Is provided and
hn been established.

i "Optician

. with the ap.

proval of the captains. recsive this

treatment free, the e

paid from the British zuna.mum -t‘
f»'\

this Embassy

It can be seen from the abovi
that very considerable impraovement:
have been . effected at Ruyhleben.
Graf Schwerin, Baron Taube, and|
the other camp authorities
done everything In their ‘power to
bring about these Improvyments and

P een  materially
throughout by

contagious or |n-
barring a mild

mic of German measles. ?A In‘
n
reased ponlhllluel
of the purchase of addition:
ishment from the outside hlvn near-
;lY silenced all complaints. The work
i1s stlll progressing. and it is fair to
e that the conditions are steadily,

it slowly, improving.

Accused Man May
Testify at Inquest

occurred. The improvement

Evidence "as fo Oca.llr_rcncc‘
Leading to_Youth's Death
Contradictory

In order to enable F. S. Coombs
to testify, the inquest into the death
of Robert Montgomery, who died at
St. Michael's Hospital last week fol-
lowing a fight with the foriner,
adjourned uatll to-morrow  night,
The accused comes up in the Pol-
llce Court on Friday after a week"
remand. Contradictory cvidence
featured the proceedings last night.

Chief Coroner Dr. Arthur Jukes

i

% Johnson stated that his examination

howed that
was caused by

Mnnt(omm"- death
pressure on the head,
nlulun‘ in a blood cloL Th.r‘
no marks of violence on the
bny s skull. The injury might have
been caused by a light blow.
lere was“considerable difference
of opinlon as to whether Coombs
struck Montgomery. The trouble
started 'hon Coombx and the father
of the deceased In the prison-
er's mb]l at nox Yon(a street and
had an argument about some money
leged to be owing to wnu-m
ntgomery, brother of deceas:
Later in the day, Willam and Ro-
o

sum alleged to be owing to him. The
latter testified that he had in no
way offended Coombs and that the
latter threw him to the ground. Ro-
bert came to assistance and
then Coombs Iis alleged to hlve
struck tha blow which caused

young man's death. Willlam's nvl-
danu wi - -uvpdrud by that of a
fri lﬂdh: ' o

Wi
nu‘h)‘ at-the tan
ed that Robert mnea ta nnn vuh
Coombs after the latter had knock-
ed down Willlam. Coombs struck
Robert twice on
head.

The statement made to Coombs
the police was that he had only
Du-hed Robert awayiand had not
struck him. Others dtnled this
! while there were some rald
that there were no blows l(r\ll:k at

the side of the

Coroner Dr. Cotton presided and
{he ordered an adjournment in or-
!der to allow Coombs Qo Lestity.

mE AT CARON, SASK.
y Canadian
lnk.. July C—D.m

Caron, age
lmounun[ to fifty thousand dollars
Vi done to the Dnmll- of lht

! Baskatchewan Trad ?
general store. una ot ar bul ﬂl
here, by a fire which started

ouldering fire crnck.ﬂ

e
SAYS WIFE HAS FLED.

Gutlpb July 14.—Isaac Richle,
f F as in the city vuurdly
ov



