I{l a quelque !rmpn, le Stahdard.
ingston, publ ait un violent
arllclr sur ce qu '{! appelle le péril
canadien-fran S

Nolre ami, M. Armand Lavergne,
a, ces jours derniers,” répondu au
point au Standard, dans une lettre
que ce journal a fu bliée et dont
voici le texte origindl complet, de
lecture intéressante et de documen-
‘lation solide.

Nous le donnons en anglais, la
masse de nos lecteurs, éléves des
écoles mllnauu du_Québec, com-

renant aussi bien l'anglais que le
rancais.

To 1the Editor of The
Standard,

Dear Sir,—I have received
copy of the article published
teresting paper, which
s entitled, * The men:
l\\ phenated F r'~nrh-Canad

Kingston

jr !o state lhu am al-
way¥ interested to hear  the
other de's views and *dllll s
and ¢ R maotter  for frn
tude whem\ ‘n_this country of hy:
pecrites, o (i oneselfl in !ronl

of opinions or convictjons expressed
frank I) -hll without

This is cerfainly
your urlu le ; I feel sure itis slnrere.

act
have no duubl are mlsreprcwnltd.

You first geal witn_the enl stment
of French-Canadiuns™ and you de-
nounce it as being *
ing ", It seems to me that, (frgm
your point.of view), you could
have applied this to all Canadians.
It is a well known fact that al least
eighty per cent of our contingent
were composed of meny born out
side of Canada. Many of them were
foreigners, Russians, Roumanians,
Americans, even Germans - and Aus-
trians, and.l-know of one Highlan-
der, in lhe Montreal 5th Highland-
ers, who is gn-Italian and n®t even
Ier subjeclt.
is the respective share nf
Ihc Canadians, English or French 2
If you take the trouble to go to U
militia department in Ottawa,
will find out that in the first co
gent,” proportion kept aecording- lu
population,  there were . more
l‘rvnth-(.nnudx.nm than  English-
Canadians.

Here are a few figures lnkcn from
three Ontario re um-nts. Royal Can-
adian Horse Artillery, Lt.-Col.
Henri Panet, (l-reurh(anmllnn)

AP Blller)—-zﬂ.'! men, 4 offi-
cors—189 lnrclgnerx. a8  English-
Canadians, 16 French-Capadians.

B. ” Battery men, 6 officers
—108 foreigner 2 English-Cana-
dians, 16 Fre Canadians.

No. 1 Heavy Battery, (Toronto)—
214 men—143 foreigners, in-
nlu\h Canadians, 23 French-Cana-

Thr 48th nghlumle'rl of Toronto
iad almost a company of French-
Canadians of Sault Saint Marie ; lke
iment was

sdjudant  of the re
French-Canadian, plain. (nnw
Li-Col.) I eau nml they had
to complete the! take one
officer o! the 61st I“ |l= Monlmn
L o in sn“: of

ame s a l-rem:l\ Cana-

diun _as is oﬂen the case in our,

a sorry show-| ¢z

81 St sra e
ster o 8, An
'n;lllhn will ﬁﬁ!

in  Can

awaiting the result nl the contest nl
the Island of Orleans.

* But we are a sister M“bﬂ I" 1
hear the jingoes crying. Are we T
Then -we uhwkl not only lu'e !In
obligations but also the rights of
imperial clllun:hlge_‘l'hu on y ﬂlﬂ
a colonial has in { preun:x-r i
that of being ki
not granted our sbnre in the control’
of imperial affairs 2 This has alwa,

nith,

cot and will ot share *. Verypwell;
but if she wants to treat us as colo~.
nies let us onthe other hand safes

ard our coloninl prerogatives. I

ave my affections for Great Bri-
tain or for France, hnl my sole ln-
terest is in Canada,

You must admit that our plrﬁd:
pation in this war is voluntary, onr
enlistment is also voluntary. There-
fore it is open to discussion, unlsss
we are hvmq in Germany, But let
me say that if 1 believe as you bes
lieve, as the majorily of the people
you pretend believe, thalt we have
an obligation to v-rlicipule in Ihh
war, that Canada's life itseif is
jcomrd) 1 would nol think that WI
were doina our duty, except per-
haps in & mean and miserable way.
We are nndlnl to the war about
men ; we could send at Jeast
600,000 with conscription.

Canada is in danger, say you
then the grealest effort we can
h required from us, The Cana III

n;o governmeht an .qul ¥y
ingo op ition out

mpire is going ruins It wi dn
not come to "s that it isiour

solemn duty.  And \vhl are they
dolng in_face of their own lara-
tions ? The house is on fire t
tell us, and they fight the confla, ra-
tion with a_pail of water, when
have stored away at home a steam.

ump.

Are they sincere . or playing . a
game of rites that can work
equally with the ]ln;o and the nr

tionalist Canadian ? The aef afral
oldc(: w'ln: is ““l’:h' duty |f‘l"omk'.heir
pon of “view,  because they know

‘eublk: opinion ih this mlmi
wau Apln-l compulsory
vice. These loynl Imperialists_ " still
like -power and office belter “than
lhcnr principles.

Vas it Johnson'who sgid that pat-
riolism wau the last refuge of
scoundrels ?

We fought in 1910 in Dru nd
and Arthabaska, and in 1911, with
conservative financial aid and tory
com licily against the p-rﬂdrﬂon

anada in imperial wars, I
prlnclnlu are Irgasonable to-day,
they were lrinmnlble then. How
could the loydl
and the men defending them ? ‘

l cnuld not believe in such h; \

y. They must have been mm ac-
(cp\nble at those Ilmu hen why
should they be today ?

Our public men's poslllon in face
of that seems illogical ; but allow

y 50, is yourl ang better 7
making

m

\qu} appeals’
civili ullon. ri.m and’

liberty mm\gn .against Te\llon;

province.

Since then, llvt entirely French- lyrunny at is going on im
Capadian regiments of infantry|yo (fﬂ-
have been formed and raised, the xllndani of rty ? lY 'ou.ralge-
22nd, now at the front |I|c 4|‘| the \nk-, 50 that” French-Canadian
57th, the 69th and the 70th, notl children shall not be aftowed to

counting our compatriots enlixled in

the artillery, cavalry, the army me-:

dical corps and other auxiliary 1’0:' an ln]ushcr I: this not

vices. And it did not prevent
three first named regiments to u
repeatedly drafts of 250 men
needing English regiments.

Wny conceal these facts and is it
making for national union to seek a
quarrel of this getly nature ?

Although differing with them on
the nature of duty and obligations
to the Empire, I have the greatest
admiration' and_respect for those
who enlist and sacrifice their life
for their ideals. And to me, al-
though J share not their reliefs,
Ih:y are vmrlh) of great praise, a

raise I am s that 1 cannot
arunl 10 the bambnsllcd]lngoos who
shout for men to/go and enlist and
get killed, while they stay comfort-
aply at home, kalnﬂ that the only
firc they will hnve to face will
lhnl of their f

1 have no ol jeﬂinn in repeating

'lurn their own mother ton,
English-speaking regiments and ln, you ask to *

and
enher lhrollle or mus
zle* those protesti -gln-l ‘such

lem"! beginning to think
the h hen-led French-Cana-
|(llln is too British for this eounlry.

When. you denounce
methods have ynu ever l‘)ﬂ t of
the words of th ster : * And
why beholdest lhou the mote that is
in thy brother's eye, 'but perceivest
not |,e beam that is in thine own.

Bul what gives us more pleasure
is your serious talk of “ the menace
of the hyphenated French Cana-
dian. " I have never read anything
so funny and so untrue to hrn ory,
Why even under the French regime
we ceased to call ourselves Fren:b.
to call ourselves solely “Canadians”;
Thisis ourcouniry ; we know and
love no other. Most of our En,
atriots have not yet
er Canada or
Britain was Ihc!r country and

n
<

that I do not.believe in the partici-] of them still call En, llnd Mm"i
Pnli(m of Canada in imperial wars.| This is nod the case wi

forelgu wars ", It is my convic- Canndhn: love Canada first ‘
tion ; but is it that of m‘ compr las g
triots’ 7 J wish it were, but I a To this ; to the ges treat-
nlrnild i l' m’ll ll.lﬂ 'hn'nol?i'll) !b" men‘dwe have gi in ul‘il: m}
uestion, I am in the mi . 0 ~minori province
5 1 suppose this DISLOYAL state- ;llm ;lﬂ m;nfo :zyurncﬂm of bro-;
menl 1l shock many with a pious| ther} o oar/

orror ;-1 am willing lo shnd my
lri-l for' high treason, even in On-
tario, and I think it would ho loumi
lhenwn no ground for the, indis
ln the Empire we are either a col-
or a sister nalion; if we ln
:o ony, we luvo the obli,
Y,

is * the fer
fehce nl
decide

lnrhl de.-
s coun! try

\:'ﬁ did not :L

noble and’ aluﬁlul l
is there

in
t ? answer b &
Wining us put of Canbda, 8.

Wbiw&:""n tE;v-ﬁw



