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T the outbreak of the war,

Hon. T. W. ,Crothers, Min-

ister of Labor, publicly ap-

pealed to both employers

and workers to make more

than ordinary efforts to secure amic-
able settlement of such differences as
must inevitably occur from time to
time. The Minister;s" appeal for co-
operation has met with a splendid re-
sponse, as the records of the Depart-
ment of ‘Labor show that during the
past twelve months the number of
strikes has been much less than dur-
ing any ‘equal period since such stat-

istics have been compiléd in this
country.
Soon Were Settled.
The few strikes] reported have

been comparatively“unimportant and
were quickly ended. The coal-
mining industry in Canada has al-
ways been prolific in. strikes,” but
since the outbreak of the war has
been practically free of this trouble.

HON. T. W. CROTHERS.
Sketeh by MeConnels,

On Vancouver Island a coal sirike
had been waged for o long period,
but this was formally called off at the
outbreak of the war. In March last
the agreement between the Western
Coal Operators’ Association and the
United Mine Workers of America in
the Fernie-Lethbridge distriet _ ter-
minated and for the first time on re-
cord was rénewed without any inter
ruption of work.

A Unique Si

The situation in Canada in these
matters is the more remarkable and
the mdre satisfactory when it
ized that in countries wher
Great Britain and- Germany
stance, war conditions g
than in Canada. disputes of the

grav-
est nature haveé from time to time

flamed up. The United
although frec from the
war, has been profoundj
the situation in Europ
{ ports do not indicate th
uous times throush which we are
| passing have materially ed the
tensi between capital and labor,
and ghe past few months have seen
many dangerous and difficult strikes,
with violent disturbances in not a few
cases. Canada seems in fact fortun-

too,
of actual
affected by

Press re-
t the stren-

{ ately unique in its tomparative free- |

! dom from strikes.
Co-operation of Un; &
The officials of the Labor D
ment bear eordial witn to the
erous and energetic ch-operation of

offictals of labor unions in pr
and settling labour tre
| out departinz trom the g
! trades unionism they have
| excellent support to the Labor De
| partment in preventing industrial dis
ruption during the war. The returfs
also shiow that besides reservists of
different countries, trades unions
have furnished thousands of-enlisted

given an

has gone on active service has been
exempted from penalties in the way
of dues or insurance. s,

' LIMITED BOUNTY Is

" Government rﬂm Steps 10 Ensure
Supply in Cau,

An important step ha
by the Government which will give
an impetus to the refinement of zine
in Canada and serve the purpose of
a supply 10 the
pittee for ih
_ The Government

cided to grant a limited bouny
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bounty system of the previow
istration by which millio

admin
of dollars

were paid out to the U steel and
other manufacturers.  The situation
in connection with the productior of
zinc, however, has ‘been ¢ ordin-

ary, and special measures have
taken by the Government to meet
urgent situation whiclh seriously
fected the manufacture of
tion in Canada. -
Supply Endangered.
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Before the outbreak of the war
zine sold at about ht cents per
pound. Since that time the priee
risen steadily unnl now it fe
cents and grave fears were enter
tained that the -mppl\ might be cut
off, as at present the sources of sup-
ply lie outside of Canad It w

therefore necessary that there should
be a Canadian supply, but € adian
producers were :mwillm:ﬁn g to th
large expense of installing refineries
unless insured againsg the fall of z
prices, which is inevitable after the
close of the war. A committee of the
Government, under the chairmanship
of Hon. T. White, has teen work
suject and has deecided to
ted bounty as follows:

on a sliding scale not ex
_cecding two cents per pound will he
nted upon production
from Canadian ores-of z
ing not more than 2 per cent
purities, when the standard price
he

in

of
w

zine in London,

£33 per ton of pro
vided that bounties shall not be pay
able on zinc produced before the ex-
piration of the war or after the 3i:
‘day of July, 191 con-

tracted for the Shell Commit
price of 8§ ents or over per
Total amount of hounty (o
not 1o exceed $400,000

|CANADIAN PENSION
RATES THE HIGHEST
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Soldiers,
Some criticg * of
ave been complaining that t
f pay and the pensions tor Ca
loldwr- are not higher To thew
= it may be pointed out that the

the

ml(-s pranted to Canadian’ soldicrs
‘are higher than those of any
country except Australia, and

to those“of that countiy. For g

ried soldier and his wirs thes tot
monthly, rate for a Canadian vriv

is $50; in Australia
unmarried privete
without dependents
rates are it littic more
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In addition it ‘
pension docs not repre all thar
will_he done for the men. The pon
sion is merely a minimum allowarnic

that will prevent a man f

encing hardship. The Government,
howeve prov convalescent
homes, or if the invalided o
acitated soldier zo

it provides trend

about or take care of him.

war it is expected t in
ways assistance will be giver

capacitated men, according o

need, over nd ‘above the peusy
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