GERMAN PRISONERS OF WAR AT
AMHERST ARE WELL TREATED.

A Correspondent, Wno Inspected the Internment Camp, Says the Men Are
Well Fed, Are Comfortably Housed, Have Plenty of Amusement and
Generally Are a Cheerful Lot--They Are Now Sent Out in Groups to
Work on the Experimental Farm',ét Nappan and Are
. Enjoying the Change Great'ly.

mate as ncarly as posaible actual con vide story in height, of the usual
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bayonet fNxed.

Food of Excellent Quality.

‘)y getting a new Suit this Fall Beliind the offices of the command-
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¢ rule. They are at lib.
erty to smoke anywhere else and they
do smoke all over the place. To com-
plain because a man is punisbed for
w::x & rule established for the
wafely of all who complain of the
“lock up® in which he is placed is
simply 8 make trouble for the fun
of making it

The “Prison™ Proper.

We come now to the prison proper,
always under the same roof. A big
fire wall shuts it off from the rest
of the bullding. Through the centre
of this is a big door gusrded night
and day by pacing sentinels and a
great wire entangelement ten feet
high. Once Ipside and you are greet-
'ed by a buzz of conwersation panc-
 tuated by laughter. You are among
 the prisoners at last. You have to
stop for a moment to get the idea of
a orison at all. You might be in any
Canadian factory at the noen hour
for all the suggestion of prison there
I8 in It at first. Only when outside
‘the* window, you grt a glitnpé® of
barbed wire, and when, above your
bead, you catch the smack of a rifle
#tock as the sentry in his box pre-
sents arms, do you realize that the
men before you are ander foreible re-
straint. It Is a great cheery hall,
blazing with sunshine {n this morn-
ing hour. Along it in orderly rows
stretch deal tables, without cloths, but
spotiess. Seated at these or walking
about are a couple of hundred men,
chatting, playing cards, reading, sky-
larking with one another, and all
smoking like chimneys. They glance
&l you In a friendly way but with-
:?(cum‘my. If you stop to speak
» one of the groups you are protty
sure to find someone in it who can
 speak English, well or {1l  There i
'ih"ﬂhihz but the most perfect polite-
 hess for the visitor. A personal in-
troduction means an jnstant springing
to attention, a sweep of the cap and
a deep bow, a warm grip of the hand
and & re ul}' anaswer to all questions,
1 rm coming 10 the grievances pres-

Lently.
(bl of the Kalser Withelm der Grosse,

i To the right of the dining room Is
the kitchen Here twelve big hotel
ranges hive been established and they
are presided Over b_v the head chel of
the Kalser Wilhelm der, Groase—
rearly all the prisoners in Amherst
| are from the hig German sea ralder
sunk off the African coast & yéar ago
{lasz month Given the best raw ma-
tepial the murket of Canada affords,
the chief cook of one of the crack
j 0cean ligers ought to be able to turn
L out a meal fit for the consumption
[ ®ven of a war prisoner. And he s,
| %0 far as | could judge. Into the kit.
| chen staggered a ration party, bend-
ing under the weight of the . next
| day's suppHes. Ang the chef barked
' at them in true man o' war style, 8o
that a man lugeging on his back what
| looked like a whole quarter of beef
| akipped nimbly out of sight with it
| with the least possible delay. Then
|(be chef resumed his sway. He has a
. whole corps of assistants—and every
prisoner who does work of any sort
whatever gets twenty-five cents a
day from the QGovernment—and his
| cuisine is of the strictly German var-
i!ety, The fish steaks rolled in a bat-
‘ter of bread crumbs which he was
;!nrn!u outl were good enough for the
visltors, anyway. At least the pris-
| onert have nothing to complain of in
| the way of unaccustomed cookery.

The Sleeping Quarters,

Now we come to the sleeping quar-
ters. To the right of the centre of
this big hall bunks rise, one above the
other, in three rows of three tlers
each, to the helght of about ten feet
There are bunks for over eight hun-
 dred men and as there are not quite
seven hundred prisonerg there Ia no
over crowding. Fachy man has »
sleeping space of over ten feet Jong

y four of over wide. ThHey have
‘been glven every liberly to arrange




their bunks as suits themaeives. 'l‘ho1
Jowest bunk is about three feet from
the floor, the next about six feet and
a, half, the third, on top, probably ten
feet. In many cases two chums have
knocked out two lower bunks thereby
making a Ilittle room big enough to
stand up in and, with the two .ad-
joining bunks forming a fair approxi-
mation to thelr quarters on the de-
funct Kaiser Wilhelm. Planks have
been begged from the carpenter and
the bunks enclosed, little curtains have
been hung and the extemporized walls
and celling covered with photographs,
ecither from home or culs of preily
girls clipped from magazines. One
man has his parrot, a large moth-
‘eaten green bird with a bad eye,
banging In his bunk. There are no
white sheets or plllow slips but plenty
of thick ¢lean blankets which are
washed every thrée weeks and re-
placed by  neéew ones every three
‘months. A man may place his sleep-
ing quarters where he likes, decorate
them as he likes, fence thagn off or
Jeave them open as he likes, spend
‘as much of his time ia them as he
likes. The one thing he must not do
i to smoke in them, and thig for
obvious reasons. These bunks are
woodén, covered with bedding. cur-
tains and clothing: a fire In a lower
berth and the men on top might have
to scramble for it ,

- Franz-Josel Platz,
These big bunk tiers rise to the
ri of the central line of the

tilding, leaving a considerable floor
area to the left clear. This Is the
“Franz-Josef Platz” as a s'gn in
kood sound GCerman capitals an-
pounces. 1In it are several tables,
and seated at these are groups of
prisoners playing cards, reading or
writing. - Another table is surround-
ed by a crowd and the centre of at-
traction 15 a man doing beautiful in-
lay work in colored woods. His only
tool Is his jack-knife; yet he has
turned out several pleces of intricate
and beautiful design, all brought 1o a
high degree of finish and polish by dint
of innumerable rubblog.

To the right of “Franz-Josef Platg”
run “von. Hindenberg Platz” leading
1o the exercise ground, at right angles
to it, between the bunks and “von
Kluck Strasse.” and, lastly, “Zeepe-
lin Allee” “Zeppelin Allee™ has, as
48 appropriatéda vision of the open
sky, buf “von Kldck Strasse’ ‘is short
{61\ daylight and lohg on #fhadows.
Overlooking Franz-Jose! Platz there
e a little blackboard, and on It the
 visitor notices the announcement of
the next practice of the “Gesaug-
verelin™, or choral soclety-—of which

more in a moment -
E Bevond the siceping quarters of tFo
men are the washrooms, toilets arn )
shower haths. Looking at these, you
poderstand why It cost 80 much to fit
‘the place up. There are two long
rows of porcelain tollets of the lat.



	1915-09-06 HC German Prisoners of War at Amherst are Well Treated a crop
	1915-09-06 HC German Prisoners of War at Amherst are Well Treated b crop
	1915-09-06 HC German Prisoners of War at Amherst are Well Treated c crop

