LUTHERANS IN'CANADA ARE LOYAL TO EMPIRE;
~ ALLIANCE OF CHUACH AND STATE REPUDINTED



Galt Student Pastor Defies Any One. to Point to a Single Dis-
“Joyal-Utterance of a Naturalized Canadian Luth- -
eran—Takes Strong Stand

FREEDOM IN CANADA IS APPRECIATED;"
GERMAN MILITARISM DROVE THEM HERE

Older as Well as Younger Members of German Ongm Approv-
ed the Pastor's Sermon— Hearty Smgmg of “*God
2 Save the King™”




Galt. Sept. 13.—The German
Lutheran Church of Galt is loyal.
The Kaiser is not its head. Its head
Is God. It is loyal to the King, to
the British Empire and to the Do-
mislon of Canada. Statements to
this effect were made in the Luth-
erah Church here last night by the
student pastor, Rev. E. H. Beckman
Other features of the service were
the _whole-hearted congregational
singing of “God Save the King."” and
the enthusiastic expressions of ap-

tion on the part of the mem-
as they left tie church.
German Parents.
. Mr.. Beckman is.the son of Ger-
this chat he

could 1
rhn this, my nnl\e coumr;
-V l‘ﬁmA Lutheran
: ?am Imll to Brit-
u--d King. T would not
enlll-m in its lnl.n ry. 1 wnul

mo longer
ﬂ. ehIR‘h Wllh \Ilﬂln llﬂhv
declare. Pre stand,
n.- dn no mher

Singing Was Hearty..

Perhaps even a better test of the
lmlu of the Lutheran congregation
It was unconsciously put, when,
n the end of the service the

em was sun
congiegation might  put
others to shame by the volume of
their praise of King and country.
The number of congratulations that
were showered on the young preach-
er after the service might well have
turned his head. Outside, where free
rein could be given tq personal feel-
ings, the older men gnhered into

of  every church
land.. business, food and children.

. Church and State.

In his sermon Mr. Beckman de-
nied that the Kaiser is the head of
the Lutheran Church. “The Kaiser

is the head of the Lutheran Church
‘ Germany and only in Germany,”
he ﬂ.ell!‘dA “Unfortunately at the
Reformation, the civil * power of
Rome was so great as to force an

between Luther and the
German princes. Later these offi-
clals demanded the powers they were

> church and state. The
Lutheran people of this continent
and many of Germany have realized
f
L

Bection between church and state
and to absolve a religion from this
baneful imfluence, not only in Ger-
maay, but in Norway, Sweden and
Denmark. e King of England is
head of tho Anxuc-n Church In the
same way as the Kaiser is head of
the Lutheran Church in Germany.
But Lutherans know no Kalser in
Canada. - It was not until we camo

to this we were able to
apply freely our teaching of the
separation of . Wi
shall mever f the gratitude we
owe this country for that.”

“There | no more reason,
Mr. Beckman, “for call-

ing Lutheran Church Ger-
‘man it_was bomn _in

R aTro tay yhat the Tt
i to say it eran
m«m—.ﬁn

Not Matter of Expediency.

#Our loyalty is not a matter of
declared the pmaer

isa -nur of rel
word of God. Not alone -ln:a
war are we loyal, we have been
since: the foundation _of our



when you consider that there are

Lutherans tn Canada, most-
Iy ol German extraction, very few
utterances  of a _ pro-German
nature, is one of . the hest
testimonials to the loyalty of the
Lutheran Church. No one will hold
our church responsible for the few
individuals whe have proved dis
loyal. 1 defy any man to prove that
the |m|henn Church as l whole is
disloyal in principle or practice. I
is not .lw P he mbst noley who are
the most patriotic. If that were 0
the rabble and In!oxtclud would be
the true patriots.”

Wanted the Sermon.

Mr. Beckman went on to sy that
he had been told when he announ-
ced he would preach on the rela
ton of the Lutheran Church to the
war, that he would antagonize man
of his older members of German
origin.

“1 called on them.” he declared,
and asked them if they wopld be
offended. They said no. that there
were rumors going around which
were ahsolutely untrue, . that they
were as loyal as the most loval Can-
adianoa, and that they had been
N ronorm'd long enoux!

To pro Y the Lulh»
éran Church Denind him in his atate.
ments, Mr. Reckman read the fol.
lowing resolution of the Evangelical
Lutheran Svnod of Eastern Canada

“Since our last convention thi

taken place Our country has
come involved in war, the :renes(
» history. As pastors and  peopie

Goepe]
teachings of our Chu We ren-
o ey Cemat the thinks that are
Caesar's and unto God the things
that are God's. We ha‘r our King.
We are loval to our country and
Empire. Same of us have xent our
eons to the battlefleld in ita suppor
We have assiated®in the ald of- the
suftering and  distressed and  we
etand ready ty do l" we can for ouy
country which, gives us the religious
Iiberty” and p/cm--nn which we en-

“Reterring to this articie. the Com.
mittee on P-esident’s Report maid:
“We commend the hearty loyalty of
our people to our heloved nmmn

FEmpire in the present war erista.
loymity a Lulhtnm to_the flag 11

coun ‘hose protection we en:
Joy ia hl.llnr d'n nnl a mo . ml!

ciple M a:thiulness. 1o nu
saching of Gnd's Word. which
aeevers sanl - he Rubject to {y
hixher powers. For there ia no pow-
er but of God: the ‘Powers that be
are ordained by God.'
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