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GENERAL SYNOD ENTERS
SOCIAL WELFARE CIRCLES

Angiica;m Organize Social
g Seririce Council — Rev. C.
W, McKim Informs As-
sembly That Westéern
Liquor Men Depend 'on
Foreigners and Anglicans
for Votes -

— s

"Soclal problems are to be dealt with

in. an organized manner by the
Church of England In Canada by
meang of g Soclal Service Council,

which was instituted by the passing
of a resolution at the, General Synod
at' Trinity on Saturday last. The

Council did not come into exlstence|

without a struggle, some of the_ dele-
gates strongly opposing it, _while
othieras wanted it put oft till nextaes-
sion in three years' time. The men
from the west were the strongest sup-
porters of the canon, and several ex-
prassed their views on liquor in force.
ful terms. Rev., €. W, McKim of
Edmonton caused something of a
scens by stating that the Rquor men
in Saskatchewun depended upon the
forelgn vote and the Anglicans to
defeat prohibition. He thought the
men who could not line up agumst
lquor should not stand in the way,
but get out of the Church if neces-
sary. -

Church and the Traffic.

. Canopn Gilmour sald the Church of|
‘fingland had been minimizing so-
clal problems, and had pronounced u|
verdict of “not gullty” on the liquor|
traffic, and then told it “not to do ¥
in.” i
ll'z§'l‘le remnant of the upper and
lower Houses will meet this morning
for a brief session to settle some
small matters of business, ,

Mcet Next at Winnipeg.

1t was decided that the next place
of meeting for the General Synod will
be at Winnipeg. The Synod had not|
met for four years this last time ow-
ing to the war, and it was thought,
that the next Synod might meet at
the regular time, two years hence,
‘The Lambeth. Conference In Eungland
meets in three years' time, and as the
Bishops will attend, the arrangements
for the next Synod in that year might
be interfored with,

It was announced at the cvening
seesion, the upper House concurring,
that the new Prayer Book as anprov-
ed by the Synod would be published
provisionally at an early date, pro-
bably bofore Easter. In order to en-
able both clergy and neople to judge
the value of the changes made per-
mission may be granted by the
‘Bishops of the dioceses for occasional
use of the new book. The reading
of the mmuch-discussed Athanasian
Creed will not be permitted in its new
arrangement until after the meeting
of the next General Synod.

Resfgnation Threatentd.. - -cgy 0

A dramatic episode was enacted at
the morning session when Chancellor
Davidson, K.C.,, ot Montreal, created
a sensation by holding the sword of
Pamocles over the House in the ghape
of his resignatlon as an assessor of
the General Synod. He explained that
‘he regarded the‘actlon of the House
in passing the canon adopting the
* revised Prayer Book as distinctly un-
constitutional., He could not, there-
fore, remain as one of its legal ad-
visers if his advice was disregarded.

Archdeacon Armitage and others
rose and made an appeal to him to
reconsider his resignation and the
Prolocutor refused to uccept jt. After
scme further persuasion and compli-
ments the venerahle Chancellor yield-
ad, and was smilingly escorted to his
Asual place at the table. This is the
lracnnd time Chancellor Davidson has

il

hreatened resignation because the
ynod did not agree with his views
bn the constitution of the Church.

Should Grapple With Problems,

Canon Tucker, London, in moving
the adoption of the canon on sociul
service, said that the Church should
endeavor to keep stride with other
Churches in organizing to grapple
with the soctal and moral problems
of the day. He commended the worlk
done by the Mathodlst and Preshy-
terlan Churches, and thought the
formation of a Council would enable
all the Churches to work together to-
-wards the solving of soctal prob-
lems,

Speaking of the {nfluence of news-
papers, Canon Tucker said: ‘“We have
& press of which the country ought to
be proud, but many of the newspa-
pera ars tainted with the party splrit,
They often start out with an Inde-
pendent spirit, but eventually become
the mere tools of one party or the
other, We do not want all our
Judges and Postmasters, even post-
men, Conservative. We do not be-
lieve that all the plumsa nor all the
melons should he bestowed upon
members of the party that happen
tc be in power." .

Canon Tucker went on to say that

the Church of England was not
‘studying problems of the working-
man. IHa asked: 'Is the working-

man_measurably within the walls of
our Church?"

“Yes,” shouted Archdeacon Armi-
tage.

Rev. E. R, Bartlett, New West-
minster, did not think the Church
had any right to deal with the “so-
clal problems. The Church should
let the world know that it was the
friend of publicans and sipners.

Great Harm Would be Done.

Canon Murray, Winnipeg, belleved
the Church should work as a leaven;
they could never put down drunk-

cnness or. crime by legislation. He
feared that the gencral policy of the
Church would be in danger of being
formed by two or threec men it the
canon was adopted, Ho did not
think total abstlnence was a  duty,
except in certain cuses. He bhelleved
great harm would be done to the
Church by taking a  strong stand
upon soclal problems.

It has been the policy of the hereti-
cal sccts to invoke legislution aganinst
soclal evils, but that has never been
the policy of. the Church of Goq,”
sijd Canon Murray, .

Rev. TRobert. Connell, Wictoria,
lioped there would be no misunder-
stunding as to the attitude of the
Church  on social problems. He
wanted to make the Church not only
for the well-to-do, but alse for the
fallen. In orgunizing against these
evils they would be following the ex-
ample of Jesus Christ, who was not
only a préacher, but went about doing

good.
Proud of His Province.

“f am proud to represent the first
Province in Canada Lo puss prohibi-
tion,” sald Rev. C. W, McKim of 1Kd-
monton. “My experience is that it
wius the drinking men that voted for
prohibition. 1t was the 1oderate
drinker in_every case that withheld
his vote. The liquor men relied upon
the foreign vote and the Anglicans to

Gofent the mensure,” This statement

caused a scnsation and .o storm of
protests. MT,.KcKim continued: “It
was thls that made me take off my
coat and get to work on the side of
the/ temperance people” - -
Chancellor . Martin, Hamllton,
thought it was a shame to try and
force such a canon at that time.
Canon Gilmour rose and protesatod.
e sald: “The Church of Englana
has been minimizing these evils and
leaving it to the other churches to
work them out. The Church was'in
the position of the jury that brought
in a verdict of ‘not guilty’ and warn-
eq the prisoner not to do it agaln.”

Action Needed,

- Canon Plumptre, Toronto, said it Is
far too important to put the matter
off for another threo years, “There
were going to be great movements
after this war, and we must bo in &
position to denl with them, and wo
ought to orgunize now."

Dr. Speechly, Winnipeg: ‘‘We don't
want any mere nebulous hypothesis
about these world problemns, When
I am asked by men of other churchea
what is the polley of tny Church I
can only give my own personal opin-
fon: we should have some organized
leading.'

tev, Douglus Blggs, Rapid Clty.
snld tnat such o councll would place
many of tho clergy in a serious posi-
tion. There wore differences of opin-
fon in the Church on socinl problems,

Coulil Make Canada Dry.

“It ia tlme the Church had only
one opinian  on soctaf  and  morwt!
problems,” wnid Rev, C. Carruthers

of Edmonton. i way because tho
chutches vo-operated in Alberta that
we were nble to carry prohibition, 1£
wo all got together we would soon
have every Province in Canada dry.
It & man does not like the report ot
the Socinl and Moral' Reform Com-
mittee he should stuy awany or get
out of the Church and not hinder the
brogress of reform,”

Primuato Thanked,

The Primate made a rather signi-
flcant stutement at the vlose of the
session on Saturday evening when re-
plying to the vote of thunks from
the Lower House. lle expressed the
hope thut when he retired his suce
cessor might be free from  dliocesnn
cares, so that he would be in n posi~
tion to devote hig time to moving
more freely, iumong the churches of
the Dominfon, lic hinted that he
might be given a smiller diocese or
have an assistunt to enable him to
rive fuller service us Primate of all
Canda,

‘Chancellor
Muacklem in
terms tendered

and  Provost
comptimentury
Primate tho

Davidson
very
to the

thanks of the Lower House for his
Presidency of an unique joint sessiong
tho two Houses had never sat to-
gother for so long o tinie as they had
done over the Prayer Duok.
———e
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