FRANTIC REQUEDTS |
FOR LABOR MADE T0
MINISTER BY LARGE
LUMBER INTERESTS

Hon. T. W. Crothers Even Asked
to Release Aliens to go to Shan-

| \ Must Use
Men Fairly.

Hon. T.) W. Crothers, Minister of
Labor, Is afrald that labor will be
scarce Lhis winter, Large employers
of labor, chlefly lumbermen, are look-
ing fer men and cannot get them. They |
are hoping for rellef when the western |
harvesters drift Into Winnipeg. In
that connectiop an a _has been
made to the rnment assist in
bringlng these men eoast. However,
it is very unlikely that this will be
done, A

Mr. Crothers has Leen askad to assist
In getting one thousand men for n
great’ power and pulp plant which s
heing established on the N.T.R. aboul
400 miles from Cochrane, and ls doing
what he can to get them. This work
will go on for two ycars.

Local lumbermen and some in New
Brunswick are appealng for men, One
New Drunswiek lumberman wants 600

men, He states that he eannot induce
local workers to go to the eampa.
Abolishh Old System.

The situation has enabled the Mini-
ster of Labor o lay down the law to
the lumbermen. le announces Lo
them with emphbasis that the old sys-
temn of making the men board thea-
sclves and keeping a store handy In
which the men must make thelr pur-
chiases has got to cease. It has too
often been found that these men at
the end of a month find themselves
owing the company money lnstead of
‘th« company owing them money, Ex-
orbithnt prices are In many cases
charged for supplies.. “Now,” says
| Mr. Crothers, “the lumbermen must
board the men and pay them somer
thing at the end of the month.”

To one lumberman who sald his
{charge for boarding the men would
be §35 per month the Minister of
Labor said: "That is altogether too
much. It won't do."

Want Aliens Released,

Another large employer of labor has
'asked the Government to release some
of the aliens who are prisoners in the
{lnternment camps, Mr. Crothers’ re-
I ply to this Is that It must be shown
;htm that this employer or any others
|h‘“ done everything possible to ob-
|tain belp on a réeasonable basia of pay
(and has failed before he will even con-
sider the guestion.

“Al the present’ moment,” conclud-
od the minister, “it looks as If there
|ww1d be no lack of employment this
winter. Indeed, It seems as If labor In
|lomo Industries would be very scarce.'




