“L’ACTION DE
LA PRESSE ¢
ET LA PAIX v

October, 24th 1916. |

Editor Le Devoir, ;’;
Dear Sir, &
For lwo ars previous lo the T

war in; lumllal daily paper. (t€

pcrha;n the most influential in Ca-|™
nndn. in double column editortals PF
the * German Peril ", Our
nilitia bill was Then aboat 84, ia
000.00 : it rapidly increased fo |t
§7,000,000.00 and when war broke |
out it had reached $14,000,000.00.
The idea oI ronlnbullnf $35,000 -
000.00 to the Empire’s alleged muli-
tary needs gernunated, though no-
Ihlng definite was done ; and this
daily ﬁaﬂtr stated that Cenada had %
brough! ~ peace to the world : be- |t
cause Germany would now see that |-
she could not hope to keep up the
pace our Empire was selting and
would give up the struggle. Within
u month of lhn‘l' dtclamnon. Ger; "
any annou
l250 000, 000 00 in mllllnru nﬂmulc
l’nmcc followed with §150.000,000 -
00, Ifaly dito #150,000.000.00, Aus- A
tria the same, other smaller natlons
relatively the same nz England
followed with Iullu !
$350 000,000.00. No one could leil
whay Russia was doing, but the [ti!
whole thing exploded (naturaily) fo
in August 1914. If the daily paper €
claimed the glory for bringing
peace to the world through its|d:

German Peril * éditorials, should |t
it not take the blame if the thing|™
refused 'to work and blew up ? At|™
any- rate, it will be difficnlt for|8T
Canada to shift all responsibility |™
for the war, on account of our little [T¢
flier {n European politics. A match
can starl a 5@ conflagration and
even «a breath of a rumour, a war.

After regding each other’s papers, |P
Ontario._and Quebec thought that ta
they misunderstood cach other as %S
n resull and some good people ™

il necessary to arrange a
:rl:ll tg clear up these .misunder-
standings and get to know each ‘;0
other betler.

Another result of reading each |f!
other's papers’ 'hen Baron Shi-
* bmma visited Amrnea last year
“ (Harry Hugo Gup, October xen |0
¢ and’ M ssion) it wm arranyed for
- Mm lo nreel the leaders of orga-
B or, both slate and na- |
z Mollal At one of those meetings a |y
“ prominate advocate of lubor unlnn ¢
* principles said : The more i g
“ of yon peaple the less wou [ndi
*“ like Japs to me. Cerlain ncws-
o ranen and politicians have been d
largely vespansible for the misun- ¢
* derstanding betwecn “Japanese ;’f
“ and Americans. | believe that Ij}| .

representative, men from the two
c:zn{r'l'::”fauld it Dll'l:'n 'oq;f'hrr
*a ings over, this problem
 could be settied.and seltied right. |3
“ These prabltm: will b seltle b y
! l‘llne workers, " on "

ewspapers' claim to be news-pa-
pﬁh ga in spite .of themselves
-¢hep. are the master moulders of b
ideas, What with censorship, geatle ||,
pressure_through patronag: (siale
and industrial), and the caplivily of
rsonal convictions, it is no won- d
eﬂ that if the newspapers under-|J
leads to misundersfandings. ‘l

It s hard lo believe that newspa-|¥
d I:;ifl e war : who dwm

rn A e nzw.- pers under-
ook to malr they woutd not
lus uuceulnl ? ll lheu nnﬂund the

Irom the - peort lrnf of
lron: enls their
mlellllu meh one .peuklng well of
his neighbor's readers, the resulls
would %e astounding. The Iiru ol
rumour, suspicion, Lrar.
war can be quenche: eahy wuh
mz lorces (M¢ word rees ' is
advisedly) of faith hopc. III-I-
uco. fcuth — all embodied int

love.
When thi ruhl nampn-
- perssay ; ﬁl it" ; when wrong:
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‘Ghaﬂu P. RICE.
P.S.oDo you u:l::':‘ber houlv.:um-
%m wunzm ? Why ? Is
the spirit that:prompled you a few
pears ago gone ? .
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