WITH AT QU " ‘S ALUM-
© N1 CONFERENCE

By Archibald MeGoun, K. C. Montre-
al; on Thursday “Evening — The
Confelence (losed on Friday Mory
ing, .

Archibald McGoun, K., Mor tre-
al, .duu»m»u Quedfi's Theological
nference in Convocutios
Hall bumm evening on “The Im-
wikration Question

After u reference to the protection
Kiven by the Jevish system to the
stranger within we gates; fo  th
failure of Sparta 1o head un emip re
by reason of ber exclusion law
mp glur) of Atheus attributed h»
Per 10 1he ubsence of such laws,
the pe Ber referred to the principles
under wnhn ofr nation bas become
mbodied in Magma Charta,
which aocmu thé right of slien
werchants (o trade iu London, and
fuuaul«-‘ personal liberty to every
T

Applying this to the exclusion law
passed in British Columbia, it was
shown that many of these were dis
allowed by the ministers of Sir John
MacDonald, Alexander  Mackenzie
-ud even as late Sir Wiltrid Laur
n the recommendation of many
mm ters of Justice. Two despatch
es were received from Mr. Chamber
lain, Colonlal Secretary, deprecating
such laws and recommending their
disallowance a3 offensive to friendly
persons and contrary 1o the prin
ciples of equality which are the guid
lug prineiple of Briish rule through
oul the Empire””  This was acted,
oun, upon report of Hon. David Mills
in 1899,

Of late s appeared a ten
dency 1o abaudon the old Liberal doc
trine of every individual's right to
bave liberty und to substitute for it
the right of a local majority in a
small community tu exercise unbrid
led authority any unprotected
inority in their midst.  For this
reason (.niunnwul neglects and re
fuses to exerc ower conferred
by law o lllll“u'l offensive local
laws. Up to 1896 the right was
freely exercised, but a new doctrine
has been put forward by Sir Johu
Thompson, Sir Oliver Mowat und Mr.

Aylesworth, ugainst which Sir Rich-

|ard Cartwright had the manliness to
protest, that disallowance should not
be exercised unless laws ultra
vires und against general Canadiun
interests.  The old doctrine that
|righteousness und justice should be
constdered has disappeared

‘This reproach lies not only against
| Ottawa but against the Imperial

Government, which has ignored the

principles contained in Mr. Chamber-

lain’s despatch and has permitted of-

fensive laws to go into effect: such

‘us the amendment of 1910 to the
Canadian Immigration Act, the
 Constitution of South Africa perpetu-
'ally excluding African natives from
political rights in their own country.

The courts have also set aside

set aside an act requiring Chinamen
to tuke out a monthly licenso to bt
‘allowed to work.

he Chinese head tax was imposed
in 1885 after a report of a commis-
sion of Mr. Chaplian.  John Hamll-
ton Gray had found that Oriental la-
bor was useful and sometimes neces-
sary; that there was no more vice
among them than among other white
men, and what there was could be
met by pollce regulation. But il-
logically the tax was imposed as a
concession to local prejudice.

he speaker thought he recalled
that the Liberals had opposed this.
But they had woefully lapeed by the
time they had power. It was under
Laurier that the tax was increased to
$100 and then to $500.

e endments {n 1910 to the
Immigr‘llon Act gave the Minister
power to exclude certain classes. Or-
ders-in-council lncl\ldln( Asfatics |
were then passed, but set aside as il-
legal by Chla! Justice Hunter. New |
orders were passed in 1913, which’
were invoked when the Komagata
Maru arrived at Vancouver with a
shipload of Sikhs from northern In-
dla rst of these gave the
right to exclude any itmigr v
¥y conllnllolll Jour-
native place

s claimed that this is unconsti-
lllllanil, as the Jurisdiction of .the
Canadian Parllament is confined to
Canada, and lhll cnmemplut S an acl
uub]eu beyond the
. ween such a
person and a person uada, this
is merely munlelpal lnw -nd there-
fore extra-territorial

econd order excludes persons
of Asfatic race.  This Is attacked as
vague and uncertain.  There Is no
such thing as an Asiatic race, unless
it includes 99 per cent. of
people.  We all belong to the Ci
caslan race, which is Asiatic, and to

in any case lncludei 1l Syrians, Ar-
menians and Jew:

The third ordar was upheld on
false grounds, as there was no proof
contradicting that given that the
petition for Habeis Corpus was not a
laborer or artizan excluded by the
third order-in-council.

‘These objections were overruled in
the case of Munshi Singh in wu.
and_the parties were (oo poor to
peal ta the Supreme Court of Canada
or to the Privy Council.

We have a treaty with Japan ac-
ceded to by the Canadian Parliament
in 1914, granting their people the
rllhl to travel and reside here as
wn people.  This puts

pnnm a higher le#el than our
fellow -ubju-u from Indl

On the economic nde. the objec-
tions come chiefly from labor unions
llomlu by allen agitators,  But

also made to the doctrine
lhn wc hua the right to make this
x White Man's Country, The Sikhs

t women in the world are
n a 'llley in the Himalayas, and the
recruits from North Punjab are Ap-

n
race prejudices. religlon of |
these mh is pnn. and inly do not

But the extreme lssue must - be
faced,  The doctrine of a ~White
Man's country cannot be dnmdld.




The farthest we csn dq is to provide
galust 100 rapid influx: and W re-
strict the franchise, withholding the
till the people are imbued with
the spirit of cur laws.  Our own
people have au advantage at the
start w0 wost positions of suthority
will loug remain in our hands.  The

existence of two o more races in a
state aFe an advantuge. nol an evil,
und does ot cause deterioration,
Our people who gu to Tudiu are equal
(o those who stay at-hgme.  The sol-
dier [OF oVerseas service ix not iufe-
rlor to the home guard Howogen-
city i3 apt 6 cause wediocrity. - Di-
versity I8 uecessary to produce the

Our Winisters ure resgonstble for
of the fmmorality  charged

:_Orientals  We pefuse
e cight o bring
10 heir wives

The ductrl a white man's
country must back up the British
Empire; W have {orced ourseiren on
China, have intruded intwo Indis and
South Africs and taken  Australia,
part of whith is uot Ut for whlte set
tlement ig owes protection
0 all s subjects and suould not
allow gnlu;lun from asy of bis do
winion:

’lherp could be no reliel or unnex
ation (o the United States, as amend
ments 14 and 15 to this constitution
guarantecs equailty 1o all ruces by
law, and if this is observed iu good
Faith excluslon must s00u come

1 we seek retiel in independénce,
ne choose 4 lower iustead of a high

rating; we lose our share lu con
frolitug 1he destiuy and poliey of e
British Empire. 1f we present this
alteruation to the people of British
Columbii t they must respeth the
rights of ali Britisk subjects, not oue
in a thousand would declare for in-
dependence 50 as to give them right
10 persecute other races

Practical endeavors ure:
providing that “every British uub}ul
by birth or namnnnuun shaull have
in . in all matters within the
authority ot Parliament of Canada,
1 the rights and privileges enjoy-
ed by tie most favored aliens; uud,
tmwediats permission to the Hind
already here to bring in thelr wives
and famil .

vote of thanks to Mr. McGoun
was Illu'ed by Principal Gordon snd
seconded by Rev. Dr. Mel 1.

After the address a very. interest:
ing debate took place on the ques
tion of Oriental immigration between
several of those present, inclu dlnl
Prof. A, 8. Ferguson, Queen’
versity, Rev. D. C. Ramsay,
Rey. . T.-Wilkinson, Trenton; V.
Mr. lllll’lun Prescott;  Rev. James
mberand, Amberst Island, and
Prof. Gwillim, Queen’s University.

The conference closed on  Friday
morning when Prof. A. L. L‘lu’l Kave
hll final address in the U cellor's
Lecturshin series, his subject  belng
“Color, Phenomen:
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