Mayor Morris and the Journal

Quite a sensation been caused
in Pembroke this welk by the vubu-
cation In the Ottaws Journal ~on
Tuesday of a lengthy interview d
to_have been given to a representa-
tive of that paper by Mayor Morris,
and which. casts serious suspiofons
01 man r German residents
and alleges that the town |s the cen-
tre of an organized spy system the
machinations of w! are being
carled on all gver Canada.
The Mayor. has been out of town
siuce Tuesday morningaand The Ob-
server was informed last evening
that he is not expected to return be-
fore Saturday, hence we have been
unable to secure {rom him any in®
formation regarding the alleged in-
terview, and In the absence of con-
firmation from him as to its correct-
~it would “be unfaif “to. pas
Judgment upon it. . Very frequently
ynun: newspaper men* who get hold
mething  which savors of the
unlltlonll will . use extravagant
language fn their treatment of an
intérylew .and it is quite possible
mm ( e Mayor has been made to
say many things which i words
aere\nol intended to convey. It 1
of course known that he holds strons
opinfons on some mat.ers connected
with the war, and that he has Dot
n

tical regarding anything German at
this time and residents of Gerian
birth or ‘extraction should be very
guarded in their acts ang_utterances
lest .they do or say anvthing which
might D!m‘e lhem in a wrong light!

or brin, e of thefr fellows who
are ron lluull)‘ endeavoring
to  maintair & oper  :atti-

htude undet a cloud of suspicion. Ca-|
aada is at war— much &} war

as any of the nations invol —a

4n war times the -endhmua- of uny
coction of the peaple are not likely.
to receite very much consideration
if_anything occurs to arouse suspi-
cion against them.

mentality regurdiug our German fe
low citizens. We fancy they are fn-
telligeng_enough to understand that

8| no one would wish to do any injus-

tice to peoply who have for so long
w time hag a large and important
pary in’ the business and social life
of Pembroke and distritt, but if any
among them assume an attitude hos-
tile to the country at this time they

should be dealt with a: ne-
mieg and the authorjties shoyld have
no “hesitation in invoking fthe law,

Quite Irrespective of any political or
other considerations.
So far, while as above stated some

fault with politiclans whom he claim-

cd were pandering to the German
element. for the sake of votes, but
it Is (he gencral beligf that some of
the statements attributed to hini in
the {nterview have at least been ex-
travagantly enlarged upon.

It is a fact known to all that some
residents of German extraction have
at times since the outbreak of the
‘war given expressiou to sentiments
and opinions_of a naturo calculated
to arouse the antipathy of loyal citi-
zens whose pagplotism Is stirred no
As it has never been stirred before,
‘and which, it made in Germany un-
der similar circumstances by any
oneof British extraction, woulq
probably merit for the person guilty
a volley from a military firing squad.
There has at times been muc¢h in-
dignation raused by such indiscre-
tions on the purt of people who ure
generally belle\ml to be sympathe-
tie with the Tculonlc cauge, amy o
n ( h

beel .10 iutern.
bunilh ose who are be-
lh\,\c(l m lm opanly unfriendly to the
upire, “and  this

gall and wormwood not only to the
Mavor but to m: thers  whose
anxlety for the Empire's cause. s
deep and sin,

That there s befng operated from
Pembroke a spy system which em-
braces tho whole country seams ra-
ther a far-fetched statement and o!
which it is difficult to believe. \\'¢|
understand that complaints made at
different times to the authorities at|
Ottawa have been investigated and
that nothing has: beed - discovered
d lead to such a conclo
rlon, and ‘s far-as thia. section: tn
concerned there s litdlo that could
be secured which would be of any
military value to the German au-
thorities. The only information
which could be sent from Petawawa
camp Is that the prisoners interned
there are being decently treated and
sre enjoying life, and that the Rus-
slan_authorities are using a portion
of the camp for the purpose of test-
ing_shells. N

The Interview makes the Mayor
say that he does mot wish to create
the impression that all our German
residents are bad elﬂunl and this
1 well, for man ‘would de-
sire to cast nper-mn. on all of them,
and particularly those of Canadian
birth, all_of whom we believe are
ioyal and”true to the cause of the
Empire. They know and appreciate
the value of Dritish liberty and Bri-
tish institutions and it would - be
wheer folly for them to wish to ex-
change the heritage they enjoy here

for the Dppmnlonl ang disabilities in | p:

ndv'm- ruther -regrot the fact that

most | &

F

ave been made by Ger-
mans that have cauked much indig-
nation and tended to cast a certain
amount of suspicion upon the Ger-
man people as & whole, no facts have
been brought to light proving that
any hostile act hag been committed
in:this section of the country or that
spleg are operating here. 1f anyone
lias any direct evidence that would
cstablish - such facts, this informa-
tion should be made known and tho
gul hy parties punishes

So far as The thr\or 1s concern.

the name of. Pembroke has been
blazoned forth on: the authority of
the Mayor s a centre of a German
tom of espionage. Whether the
ayor mdde the statement’ or nek
tters little now. The Ottawa, To-
ronto and Montreal papers have foa-
{ured the story and it mn spread
broadeast. We are under the
impression that Ma + ortis n dfs.
cussing tho majter “Sith. tho Teportor
da-upt-aikingtor pudtiéation; auif
it o must lum been surpriced
when ho saw the story in print.

Yot nighes Journat followed up
the matter and made, suggestions for
the clearing up of lotg! rumors and
suspiclons, in juptice”to the large
number of German residents whe
have remaineq true to the land of
thelr adoption. It quotes Postmast
er W. A: Moffat as having stated
c, that local Germans have beon advis-
ed to take their money out of the
{Danks, with particular reference to
the postaoffice savings department,
and that there have been heavy withe
jdrawals, both horo and In Esansille
Fand other places. ‘There may
truth in (his statement, but after al!
it proves nothing, and the theory
that it is going over to tho United
States by underground railway for

transmission  abroas as  suggest-
ed by the Journal, Is rather
too  “fishy” to receive mucl
credence, It might easily be
sent to the States by bank orders
or In other ways, but we fancy our
German friends, If they have with-

drawn thelr eavi keeping
them for themselves and not send-
Ing their. moyey for the assistaned
of a cause thaf must be quite as ob-
noxious to nearly all of them as to
those of British birth, for while
most of them have a natural regard
for the Fatherland thev detest the
system of Prussian militarism which
made it uninhabitable for them, and
whlth 1s mow secking to over-run
Euro

Whilo the Journal's articles have
many things which have been com-
mon talk in 'Pembroke for monthe
ast, there aro features which are

the land of ti One
of the tlerx)‘m!'n referred to in lha
interview has a son fighting in the
trenches in France, im at
all events the suspicion of disloyalty
can hardly be justly. placed.
'l'hl a _time of course when all
n e or lesy sensitive, and
l rnlllel‘ of this kind is a very dell-
cate one to deal with. 8o many ru-
mors are heard and so many ‘specu-
lative remarks that it s not easy to
form any definite oplnlnnl eno \rly
or another, and there I -
ger of doing injustice t pmple who
may bo innocent of doing any wrong
or of anything in the nature of dis-
loyalty. At the same time it Is bur

which
muét tend to cast discredit upon
well:meaning, loyal Germans, * and
this I8 regrettable. Pembroke peo-
ple have hitherto done no worrying
about our.German citizens as a
whole. Their loyalty has nét been
questioned. ve been un-
wise and _ indiscreet, but we must
not condemn all for the few, and it
is extremely doubtful if publicity of
this kind will .do much good. Aec-
uon by the proper authorities on any

sion when action is called. for
‘ould be much more effective, and
would not tend to set one element
of the people agninst the other. ar
articles such as those published by

natural that people should, be skep-

the Journal are very likely to do. \



