IF BRITONS SPOKE -
IN KAISER'S EMPIRE
AS HUNS IN GANADA
- WOULD MEAN DEATH

'Would Likely Encounter Firing
Squad, Says Pembroke Ob-
server, Commenting on Jour-

nal’s Interview With Mayor.

ADMITS SOME
HAVE SPOKEN DISLOYALLY

Local Paper Fears, However, That
Aspersions Will be Cast on Many
.Loyal Citizens of Teutonic Ex-
traction,

v

Special to The Journal.
4« Pembroke, Dec. 4—The Pembroke
Observer in a lengthy front-page edi-
torial this week comments on Mayvor
Morris' Interview with the (MLawa
Evening Journal, In which the chief
magistrate of this town alleged thit
Pembroke was the centre of an organ-
ized German spy system. In part the
Observer comments:
. It is a fact known to all that soms
residents of CGerman extraction have
‘at  times since the outbreak of the
\ War, given expression to sentiment:
‘and opinions of a nature calculate:
10 arouse the antipathy of loval elti
sens whose patriotism Is stirred now
48 it has never been stirred before
and which, If made in Germany un
der similar circumstances by an)
‘one of British extraction, would mos!
| probably merit for ithe person gulit)
& Volley from a military firing squad
Indignatiop Aroused.
' "There has at times been much In-
dignation caused by such indiscre-
| tions on the part of people who are
 Fenerally believed to be sympathe-
[tic with the Teutonic cause, and no
;Qctlun has been taken 1o intern or
in any way punish those who are be-
- lHleved to be openly unfriendly to the
!Empiro,x and this fact is as gall
i{und wormwood not only to the Mayor,
but to many others whose unxiety
for the Empire’'s cause is deep and
llﬂﬂ'ﬂrﬂ. 7 :

“That there is belng operated from
Fembroke a spy system which em-
braces the whole country ‘ seems ra-
ther a tar-fetched statement and one
which It is difficult to belleve. We
understand that complaints made at
ditferent times to the authorities at
Otlawa have been investigated an
|that nothing has been discovered
Which would lead to such a conclu-
'slon, and so0 far as this section Is
'concerncd there Is little that couid
be secured which would be-of any
military value to the German ‘au-
thorities, The only information which
could be sent from Petawawa camp is
that the prisoners Interned there are
Leing decently treated and sare enjoy-
ing life, and that the Russian authori+
'‘tles are using a portion of the
for the purpose of testing shella.
Their Sheer Folly,
| “The Interview makes the mayor
(Say that Ne does not wish to create
‘the Impression that all our German
Fesidents are bad citizens, and this
is well, for no sane man would de-
sire to cast aspersions on all of them,
‘and particularly those of Canadian
birth, all of whom ‘we believe are
loyal and true to the cause of the
Empire. They know and appreciate
the value of British liberty and Brit-
ish iInstitutions, and it would bhe
sheer folly for them to wish to ex-
‘change the heritage they enjoy here
for the: oppressions and disablilities
e the o™ or they Torenathiers. On”*
of the clergymen referred to In 1!
intarview has a son - fighting in ¢
trenches In France, and on him
all events the suspiclon of disloya.’
can hardiy be Jjustly placed. _

“Residents of German birth or ex-
traction should be very guarded in
their acts and utterances lest they do
or say anything which might place
them in a wrong light or bring those
of their fellows who are conscientis
ously endeavoring to maintain a prop-
er attitude under a cloud of suspl-
clon. Canada is at war-—just as much
at war as any of the nations involved
~and in war times the sensibilities
of any section of the people are not
likely to receive very much.consider-
ation if anything gccurs to arouse gus-
pi¢ion against them .We are not go-
ing to-indulge In-any washy. sentls
mentality regarding our German fel.
low citizens. We fancy they are in-
telligent enough to understand that
no one would wish to do any injus-
tice to people who have for so long
a time had a large and impgriant
part in the business and soclal life of
!Pamhrﬂko and district, but If any
among them assume an attitude hos-
tile to the country at this time they
should be dealt with as allen ene-
mies_and the authorities should have
no “hesitation In Invoking the law,
quite irrespective of any politieal or
other considerations, prTe -
P Giving Them Justice, '-
_“Last night'’s Journal followed up
the matter and made suggestions for
the cledring up of loecal rumors and
suspicions, In Justice to the large
number of German _residents who
have . r‘am’nl‘ned_ true to the land of
heir adoption. . - -t ]
_‘ “While The Journal's articles have
many things which have been com-
mon talk in Pembroke for months




