DEUTSCHE POST DEFENDS
GERMAN RESIDENTS

BUT ADMITS GIVING
NCE TO GERMAN X!

In justice to the German-spenking
portion of oyr poulation The ' Ob-
server publishes this week the sub-
stance of an article which appeared
last week in the Deutsche Post of
Pembroke, in reply to the interview
published in the Ottawa Journal
rom Mayor Morris, and further
charges made against thein through
that paper. We might say here that
Mayor Morris’ letter giving his ver-
sion of that interview is published
on page three of this issue, as well
as the report of a Council meeting
at which- the Mayor made a further
statement, while on our -egditorial
page this week the question fs fur-
ther dealt with.
he only- part of the 'Postearticle
to which The Observer is disposed
to take objection i5 that in. which
it is admitted that the paper is giv-
ing more prominence to the German
war news than to that of the allfes.
[The statement that “we were
‘opinion that our readers would like
to hear a little more of the other
slde” does not sound just right. It
is useless to protest against impu-
tations or suspicions on German loy-
alty if such statements as this are
‘to go with them. The fact that the
cause of the allies is fully taken care
of In_the English papers fs not jus-
tlagu!lon. How many German re-
sidénts do not receive any English
papers ! And In this connection we
might remark that a number of
them have discontinued The Observ-
er since the war broke out, some of
whom said quite plainly that they
could not continue to take the pa-
‘\War while we were printing  such
matter regarding their Teutonic
friends. No paper published in Ca-
nada at this time should be giving
preference to German news or news
from enemy sourcgs, for if there
'would be danger in publishing Bou-
rassa’s statements there must ad-
‘mittedly be greater danger of Ger-
an-colored news in a German paper
falling on fertile soil." - -
‘With this comment we give beiow
the substance of the Post’s article:
The.German Postli; L

ftsngr] vs_that
‘man " Who has_lived
time in~ Pembroke
degree of truthfulnel »
statement that “the majority of this
portion (German) of our population
is absolutely out and_out pro-Ger-
man,” and yet this statement is ot-
tributed to Mayor Morris by ‘the
Journal. ThHe Post says it cannot
beliove the Mayor made the state
ment, and expressed the hope that
it would prove to be a misreprescn-
tation. - The Journal is accused by
the Post of endeavoring to stir up
hatred against the German-popula-
tion. Everything was goin _on
peacefully and quietly before the ob-
jectionable interview was published
it says, and one section could ne
complain_of the attitude - of = the
other, The entire population
working for iny

isting friendly relations and a1l were
working . together inthe raising of
funds for patriotic and charitable
purposes; the German population
particularly giving generously and
cheerfully accordjng to thelr means
Gradually the German citizens, the
Post continues, regained “the  con-
fidence lost at the outbreak of hos-
tilities and_their English-speaking
friends were again beginning to re-
gard them as true and loyal _citizens”
when suddenly all their hopes and
desires were shattered by the inte
wlew alleged to have been given b
thoy Mayor. The statement  that
most of ‘the German population is
sro-German . is denounced as “an in-
famous lie.” while an unreserved
disavowal of it is demanded from the
Mayor. ve demand,” the -Post
continues. “that Mr Morris make
an apology to the German citizens
of Pembroke and surronnding: cou
try for thiy~slanderous.statement.

The- Post says it does not know
whether or not a German -system of
| espionage is in operation here, but
thinks it very questionable, and' says
that if it has no better basis than
the one which gccuses all Germans
of being disloyal it is unworthy of
notice. i

Regarding the Mayor's complaint
that the German clergy had not at-
tended the patriotic meetings, though
specially invited, the Post says’ the
Lutheran .clergy, have never partici-
pated In- any municipal, political or
othey secular meetings, and even
stayed away from local option meet-
ings. Those having doubts as to the
attitude of the Ge! pastors to-
ward the war are.referred to an ar-
ticle in the same paper degling with
thé matter.

The paper then deals with, accu-
sations made in_ subsequent issues
of the Jounal. - Regarding the
mans employed in the Pink plant ft
quotes Mr Pink as saying that they
are among his best and most reliable
employes. doing their work well and
not meddling with any other affaire.
They have his full confidencs, but
are pot.working on munitions be-
cause, out of consideration for
them, they have not been asked to
do~80.., The Post savs, in regard to
Mr Pink that iftthere were .more
“men in Canada of his type it would
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not be dificult to fuse the man¥,
races within our ,boundaries into a|

yal
Raving to proclaim- their loy
throughk



the passfngers,” says the P ind,
we cmilamn ol uujusl exae tion
or mugder ¥ #/Cro: We
condgmn modern mode: of wartare,
and war as a_whole.
to the demand that'a denial
be¥made of the statement that an
espionage system 1S in  operation
here the paper says that, knowing
nothiing of it, how can a denial be
made ? Such a thing might exist
Without the knowledge of the editor,
but he doubts it and says that the
authorities should make thorough
investigation, and if any are dis-
vered and punished the German
population will uphold the law. It
such a system exists, it is clalmed,
the Germans if knowing it would
Yo first™io disclose it, in their own
nt

scause of-uneasi-
ness at the nulbreak of Thostilities,
withdrerw their savings from the
banks is not denied, but after a let-
ter had been published over the sig-
nature: of Mr G. V. te, ALP.
explaining the financial situation,
and other appeals made, this feel-
ing had been pretty well allayed
and confidence restored. The charge
that this_money was being sent to
the StateS for ultimate transmission
to Germany the Fost says is not
worthy of defs

Regarding ron!rlhuﬂonl to the
war loan, the editor says perhaps
mapy Germans are like himself,
with a bapk account limited to two
figures, and that on the wrong side
of the decimal.

As to the Post lclhng its rcnders
all about Teutonic victories, the
paper says surelv the English-speak-
ing pecple do_not exvect the paper
to abuse the German people. Since
the war began the official statements
of both sides have been published,
the German side being given a little
more prominence because. the re-
ports -of the Allles were published
fully in all the English paperss “We

were of opinion- that our readers
wotlld Tike to hear a little mdre of
the other side,” the Post says. This
stand had been followed since tlie
outbreak of war and the Canadian
censors had never objected. Read-
ing matter had been carefully
chosen and ‘some articles that had
sensational value. such as Bourassa's
statements publisheg in English pa-
pers, had been omitted lest they
shoula fall on fertile soil, The
editor claims that the paper has
maintained a proper attitude, and
that all the mistakes he or any other
Germans may have made are infi-
njtesimally small' compared' with
the statements of Mavor Morris.
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