Mayor’s \{ers:on,?aur;zal Story |

| Pembroke,” Ont., Dec. 6th, 1915.
To the Editor of the Pembroke

my absence last week
me plpen ol Eastern Canada have
been copylnx a supposed interview

luvn, hq at once lllmthbd into what
has si ppeu'ed th e one qnen.lan

viz., the quuﬁon or our Germ
popnhuon in and around Pembroke.
‘You lll\‘e 2 lot of Ge

poner o! the ouaw- Journal. The
following statement concerning it
is due to the reading public.

| Tate on Monday afternoon, No-
vember 29th, a young man of pre-
possessing appearance came to My
office and introduced himself as a re-
presentative of the Ottawa Journal,
'who had been sent by the paper to
investigate a number of complaints
‘mnde by readers as to their paper.
and-that he supposed that I was the

Mayor. I told him-"that I had io-
tended withdrawing my mbscﬂvuon
trom the Journ

ut one-sixth of the po-

A number in the country around
Pembroke ?**
“Yes. The townships of Petawa-
wa, Alice, Fraser, Wﬂbertnrce.
North and South Al agarty.
and part of Stafford, n“e -honl ey
per cent. of German desce:

“Are these people plulntk G ook

“You®can judge for yoursell. As
Mayor, I have sent invitations lo the
four clérgymen of the
churches to attend the
meetings held ln Pembroke.

pnlﬂollc
One
and

when it was run out, and oat the

that their bullne:! deallnn

fon s
a certain German who has been in

two Others ntlanded meetings, uch
separate 0ccasions.® .

sul
and thnt they vumld print-any eor-
respondence sent them as long as it
wag sensational without making en-
quiries as to its being authentic. He
ald that it looked as it ne ‘was up
agains!

I drew, his attention to the fact
that thé Ottawa Citizen was dis-
tributing their evening edition from
door to door in Renfrew, to which
he replied, *“That is just what has
brought me up here, to head the
Citizen off."”

He stated that he had just left
the Globe anq that he and Mr———
were going to take the Journal in
band and straighten things up as
the paper needed -it. I stated to
him that a better paper for the pub-
lic at Pembroke was the Citizen, but
coming in at noon was an objection,
while the Free Press was a much
better paper for evening news.

“The Journal,” he said, “is a pa-
per ahead of the city in which it is
published. The Citizen I must know
was run by the Southams who lost
money on it by refusing to take li-
quor advertisements, - while they [
make heaps of money on the Hamil-
ton Spectator and Calgary Herald
which acel nled all kinds of liquor
advertising.

I- told hlm' that the Journal for a
long time had made a practice of
duplicatigg the outside page news
on inside sheets and that the paper
was a rehash of the news of _the
Montreal Star of the day before,
and produceq a Star of the Satur-
day previous and proposed proving
it. He objected as the copy was a
Saturday extra and that the Journal
would have to print the same news
on' Monday following. He also went
into detail as to Mr Lyon taking Dr.
McDonald’s place on the Globe, who
he said having lost ‘his pull when
Senator Jaffray died and his salary
aving been cut in two, thought
there was more money in address-
ing Peace Conferences than editing
the Globe,

I got up from.my chair

\
ipnper had not improved for a long

for thirty-five years and
when™ he rere;. to Germany, speak:
of it-as hom

“Aro there any German spies in
Pembroke ?

“Judging from the number of
German. sples- in Europe and the

United States, I think that it would
be” reasonable to suppose that there
might be a thousand in Canada, and
from the proximity of Petawaws
camp it would be expected that there
might be some here.”

“Do you think that
would be from among the
gltizens 7™

“No. I there are any spies, they
would be ‘from among old German
soldiers or those who may have come
into onr town within the last year or
so. I want you to understand that
the Canadian born ot German des-
cent are among our best
and it only takes about two genera-
tions for them to llsh‘nlll(e with
lhe rest of the population.
o not the authorities

ultra-German

the sples
German

ronnd un the ele-
ment ?"”

“Because our politicians  would
not admit of it, one party bel

ng to
\blame_as much_as_the oth -
“What politics are you ?'
“Conservative.”
. What politics afe vour

repre-

“No. Both are Conservatives.”

“Do you know the German Post ?
Is it pro-German ?"

“No. I do not read German. Go
and see the editor, Mr Christiansen,
yourself. Get a late copy and some
old ones and someone to read thew
for_you.”

The statement made in the Ot-
tawa Journal that Mayor J. L. Mor-
ris gave as his opinion ‘that Pem-
broke was “the hub of an organized
spy sydtem, radiating throughout
Canada and conn:ctlng with an eve
greater system in the United States,”
is-untrue and made only- by the
Journal Teporter for the purpose of
glving-the paper-‘“‘hot-stuff'_to help
thelr waning in’ thig part

that my time was up and expecting
that the represennuva would take
the hint to leave.

‘‘Cannot you give me half an hour
!h(s evening ?” he énquired.
“No, ¥ am too busy,” I said.
'Cannot you give half an hour
to-morrow, as want to write up
¥ t w2

I am going away,” I replied.
T WS R TS
of some of your leading men ? Who
is the Chairman of Education ?"

1 told him that Sheriff Morris
was,

s that you ?" he asked:
"No.
‘While I sluod expecting him tc

of Canada.

Nothing was said by the Mayor as
to any part of our population being
pro—Germnn nor any statement made

by hirfghat there was a yystem for
conveying news across thie border
as to Petawawa camp, dotalls of
Government work unddrtaken in
Pembroke,—and - fyle -of—enlistnients.
Nor was anything said as to political
parties refraining from disturbing
the German element for fear of
harming themselves when - election
time came around and the Germans
having a free hand for machinations

Thig is pure luhrltallon
I MORRIS,
VlAyor of Pembroke



