!;Who is the Ene‘my’l

]

Mr. Stephen, Graham, one of the
most  brililant of Engiish writers,
has the following letter In) The Lon-
don Times: T suppose most people
‘who have read last night'a debate In
'the House of Commons must feel
a certain anxiety. It Is an alarming
symptom of the bad: state of our
'Government’s health. If all were
going well, the Government should
be too much Gecupled with the busi-
ness of beating Germany to be able
to spare time to make even a merit-
od attack on a newspaper. I should
ilke to suggest to the Government
that they devote their energies to
uu enemy. The function of the
is to tell the truth. The func-
ucm of the Government at present is
to lead England In Englands war,
When the temptation comes to, at-
tack nnn’n-hmen or English institu-

s ask ourselves seriouslys,
m enemy 7 It is the en-
must “attack, the Germans
the pro-Germansa. But The
Ju- 18 nelmer Gern.an’ nor pro-
Gérm hall nes hur on just
where our plpa , who Is
faint-hearted, who w-nu to, glve In
and make peace. We shall sco wnan
German influence Is truly making
jelf  felt in our
Now: as regards.the help which
m Times u\luwond to have given
Germany, may Il'say @ word? 1




byt the things that were qu
the optimistic opinlons of The Times,
and chiefly the optimistic references
to and the abllity of tl
Russian army*té withstand the Aus-
tro-Germun onrush. There were
mirthful comments nt the expense
of the optimlsm of the English peo-
ple generally. On the whole the
Bulgarian people knew, better how
things were going than we did at
home. x

far as heartening the enemy is
concerned, nothing has heartenes
the Germans more than the success
of thelr arms and of thelr diplom-

gards

deliberate plan
propaganda to \hearten us. o
more Germans can hearten us ths
slacker we shall be. Last year they
let us think that they were starving,
that they had not sufficlent copper,
that they were short of shells, and
this greatly heartened us. And with

the last few weeks come from pro-
German sources. ‘e were heart-
ened about Bulgaria, about Greece,
about Rumania.

even sad truth appear. A miserablo
truth 1s more helpful than a happy
lle. The function of the press is n.
to fight the Germans: it is to tell us
where we stand.  And in that The
Times haw a fair record and iy do-
ing spendid work,

1 speak gu one who is not on the
Staft of wny puper. I w what T
wish to write. [ think that Minis-
ters and public men make a zre.
mistake In attacking the paper. If
they think it poor or wrone in ton,
they should try and Imnrove it, cor-
rect its tone In a good-mannered
way as Englishmen should, write to
it. encourage the best in it. help It
But by slatternly personal attacks
and 1li-concealed malice thev insul:
the writers on the newspaper, upset
every one's nerves and tend to dis-
courage and discredit the press gen
erally, by
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