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THE END OF A LONG FIGIHT. Provi
The Norrls Government’s Compul- eduea

0Ty Fducation bill, the principal I'T;ODI
clauzes ©Of which appear in this SI}G
ssue, appears from the draft h)H‘SII‘tI
pe highly satisfnctory. Evidently l‘tgbl
she varlous compulsory mloudance# ogel
neasures in force In Canada have| I the
peen consuited, and have been em-ll\he t
Logled In the Manitobu bill. 'l'heFLIﬂn“
cardinal points arc well preserved."?duw
There |3 to be no dragoonlng of| <vira
chlldzen into the public schools, but ment,
it parents, for conscientioua reasons,| 1Romi
cannot send thelr children to thesc.“le C
:chu'ull;. they are made _responslblc tion
tor seclng that thelr offspriss are actm
ediicated elsewhere and at the ]mmlc‘ legls’
sehool standard of cfficlency. This nment
q g teal measure, with provisions | Oft L]
cufticiently stringent 10 reach the Birtl
objeet desired, aud it 1s, therefore,| TN
very Gliferent irom the wmake-shift plea
leglslation resorted to at the last cove
sxtremity by the late Government ¢f RN
hls Proviuce. This bill will passfvince
e Lezlslature with probably no op- it in
nosition, and will zo on the Statute view
Book with the approval of substan- then
tlally all the, people of Muanitoba. ‘OUS]j
Thus ends, in complete vietory, a} TEis
fight for reform which began just with
ten years ago, and which was car- tion

i ried on tor years against odds which the

2t times seemed to make victory hn-' Prei

- possible. It was in the year lﬂm‘;‘dosu

that the Winnipeg School Board, trus

I alarmed by the growing evidences of Ald

- truaney in the clty, llmftedxa measure | ANnY

| intended to apply only to the city | POse

{ by which they sought power to en-| €T

E force the attendance of puplls at the of t

i

g

. oublic schools. The representatives | 'en
. of Winnipeg in the Manitoba Legis- the
lature at that time were all sup-| bt
porters _of the RNoblin Government. at
{ and none of them would consent to for
! miroduce the bill when requested to "The
" o 0 by the Winnipeg School Board. tar
} -’F!_ie ho-tility of the Government to tiot
; the proposition was thus made evi- dot
sdcnt. The movement i}a\ favor of | Ditl
. compulsory education in Manitoba | St€
! dates from this Incldent. Ak
4 It would take at least a page of| -
3 the Free Press to tell the story of

the ten-vear battle for compulsory
education: hut some of the outstand-
Inz Incidents of the campaign may
here be (ndlcated. The wmovement]| !0
for 2 measure of compulsory eduea-| Pt
tion was vigorously supported by | @Y
the Free Press. In season and out]s!
nf seaso'n._for the best part of a de-| 1
eade, the IPree Press fought for the{ ™
placing upon the Provinclal Statute| ™
Book of a genulne measure of com- ha
pulsory school attendance. By the t
cloce study of ecducationnl reports, tC
hoth of our own and of other I'ro-|M
vinces, by the setting forth of condi-|
H{ons of school attendance elsewhere, it
by a comparlson of school aitend-
anco laws In force In other Pro-
vinces, by first-hand Investigatione
n Winnipeg and in the country diz=- t
tricts, and In many other ways, the 1
i Fres Press bullt up an overwhelm-{®
Ing case for compulsory education In
Manlitoba. '

The Liberal Opposition In tln“J
lecislature also dlsplayed, session
alter session, a constant and active
sympathy for Lhls reform. In the
General Election of 1907 the Liberals
first openly declared themselves as
hellevers In compulsory cducitior.
In the sesslon o! 1908 n resolution
andorsing the principle of compul-
sory education was supported in the
Leglsiature by the Liberal Opposi-
tlon, but was defeated. In 1300 a
Lill providing for compulsory educa-
¢lon, introduced by the Llberal Op-
position, was rejected. In 1910 the
matter was acgaln brought up by wuy
of a resolutlon, and wias once more
defeated. In 1912 a motion favoring
comnulsory cducation, moved by the
L.eader of the Oppositiou, Mr. Norrls.
was thrown out; and in the follow-
ing vear a Compulsory Education bill |
was given n six months’ hplst. TLN".'{l
member of the Opposition who was
most actively Identifled with the
movement for compulsory education
was Mr. D. A. Ross, M.P.P., who, with
the oue oxception already noted,
fathered the Opposition measures 2r
resolutions urging this change in the
educational law of the Province.

In {ts opposiiion td this reform
movement, the Roblin Government
displayed much resoqrcefulness-
Wken the questidn was first ralsed
by the Winnipeg School Board, the
Government induced the Winnipeg
members who were asked to intro-
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duce tho bill to write letters to the
Winnlpeg School Board Informing
them in effect that before thls legis-
latlon could be anacted the Board
must arrange to take over the
Roman Catholle parachial schools of
this clty upon terms sallsfactory to
the minority. Thus, at the very out-
set of the movement, the hostility
Iot the authoritles of the., Roman
Catholic Church was ravealed; and
it continued without abatement
throughout the whole struggle. In
{007 tho excuse given for refusal to
enact this legislation was that it was
unconstitutional and“ beyond the
!pm\crs of the Province. This attl-

 tude was maintained for a couple of | ¢

years, untlil it was rendered unten-
able by the opinlon solicited by the
Government Itself of Donald Mac-
Master, M.P., who found that the en-
actment of a compulsory educatlon
law was withln the powers of a Pro-
vinclal Legislature, The Goverue-
ment then switched to new ground,
taking the position that, while the
Province could enact a compulsory
t education law, the effect would ho *o
| re-open the school question and thus
| give the Ottawa Governmont tha
| right once more to pass remedial
leglslation. The Iingenlous Mr.
.| Rogers, at a mecting of the (althlul]
| In the Maw Block In 1308, elabiorated
_!the theory that the agitation by the
,| Manitoba Liberals for compulsory
_Foducat.lon was the result of a coo-
¢ <viracy between the Laurier Govern-
¢! ment, the Manitoba Liberals, and the
Roman Catheolic minority by whiceh
 the closed door of remedlial leglsla-
tlon was to be re-opencd by the en-
actment of compulsory edueation

e
C
0
o[ legislation. This remarkable argu-
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<| ment was freely used by Mr. Rogers
{on the platform in the Virdon auil
Birtle by-elections in 1909.

The Roblin Government, upon this
t| plea becoming stale, made the dis-
| covery that a compulsory education
o} lnwy was unnecessary, as the Pro-
.<{ vince had an efficlent substitute for
- 1t in the Children’s Ald Act. This
o | view, first advanced In 1909 by the
1-1 then Attorney-General, was vigor-
ously urged year after yecar as a
reason why the Liberal proposil
zt| with respect to compulsory educu-
r-| tlon should not be entertained by
., | the Leglslature. In November, 1913,
n-1 Premler Roblin, speaking at Minne-
asl dosn, declared emphatlcally that the

‘mmncy provisions of the Children’s
of | Ald Act were far more effective than
re | any Compulsory Education Act could
1y | possibly be. Nevertheless, his Gov-
ernment found it necessary, in view
of the pressure of public opinion, to
remodel these truaucy provislons At
the following session of the Legls-
lature in an endeavor to make them,
at least In appearance, a substitute

a |y

These new clauses, although falling
far short of what compulsory educa-
tlon lepislation should be, did un-
doubtedly make the law effective in
part, and its result was {inmediately
seen in an improved school attend-
ance throughout the Province.

The Norrile Government, as the
wayfaring man, though a fool, must
by now bhe convinced, is about to
nd- ! write important pages of Canadian
nny | bistory. Itlis doubtful If It ever fell
ent] to any Canadian Government in the
1ea-| past to be responsible for such a

hyl quiverfu! of fundamentally progres-
out | slve legislation. But In Its furthest
"de- | ramificatlons and reverberations 0t
the| may well be questioned whether any
{ute | vortion of the Government's legis-
om-| 'ative programiuie has greiter poten-
el tiality for Improved cltizenship and
orts, | for & higher soclal order than its

obn

. Of
- of
ary

['ro. | measure of compulsory cducation,

ndi- For the Llberal party of Manitobi
-~ |1t Is an hour of deep congratulation.

for a Compulsory Educatlon Act.|
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