EMPIRE I5 BEGINNING TO GET
NATIONALISTS" TRUE MEASURE



They Cast. Over Half Ballots
Against Mgltlellry Service
© B

STRANGE COURSE _ -
OF MR. REDMOND

Labor Was Suspicious: Fearing
Industrial Compulsion,

@ so

BY W. A, WILLISON

m;mnea n Accordance with- the
* Copy ty

London, Jan. 9--The past i3
hours has been devoted malnly to
exhaustive post mortem examina-
jons of the Compulsion Bill vora.
The tremendous majority of 297. i3
-Mrp\ﬂ as conclusive proof that the
country is behind the measure. In-
deed, 1t needed no Compul:
to determine pubdlic opinion.

fesue, as In marny_others, pubiic op n-

overnmens has consented to Vigor-
ous, leadership.

In the vote upon the firat reading
1 teel

in support
Jahor zave elcht
Bl cand chirteen

at< under Mr

Azainst he N
Fedmond vored e
co the ‘number
with them two votes
Nationalists. O the total of 1
Jots cast againat the hill, therefors,
no tewer than 58 come from Nation:
miist Ireiand, which ik not jnterested
in the measire, as Ireland is speci-
cally excluded from the operation

of the bl
Mr. Redmond’s Course.

ication
for tne Irlsh vote. It seems 1o be
¢ne policy of Mr. Redmond and hie
frem any united action for the pro-
secution of the war and to oppose
the Go\ernmom At every opporiun-
3 imagine that Mr. Redmond

hu rae is doing much more
o damage the cause of Home Rule
han to assist jt. 1t will be recall-
«d that he refused 1o &it in the Co-
alttion Government formed upon the
defeat of the Liberal Adminlnmlioll.
thus denying any Nationalist Ire-
land association in this attempt to

differences. In this Intest issue
of compulsion we find tne
Nationalists In opposition upon a
subject which does not conce

them. . The Times says editorially

o deal with an aggravated ‘Irish

of Nationallst Ireland to the de-
fonce of the Empire. and to leave
the problem of Irish Government,
which is still tn suspense, to be aet-
tled by the Empire at a more con-
venient season.” There s indeed
no value in ralsing the Irish issue
just now. but we nunk the Emplre
is beginning to the proper
Ineasire of the Natfonallst party.
“Peace at Any Price” Men.
An_examination of the Liberal
vote on compulsion shows that ume
were many abstentions. Out of a
total of 259, only 187 voted, includ-
ing tellers. The Morning Post to-
day points out that of the 34 Radl-
cala ‘who opposed the biil no (evler
ng to the it any
price” party. In December, 1915,
every one of these 22 was repre-
sented in the deputation of Radicals

necollll) fﬂr a llmluuun of arma-

'nu Labor situation is perplexing.
While the Congress voted over-
whelmingly against compulsion there
is reason to believe that its anta-
gonism was due not so much to op-
position to the specific mepsure, but
to suspicion /of a capitalistic design
to extend compulsion to the Indus-
trial, fleld. As The Dally Chronicle
says to-day: “The bulk of these men

wection of the community, and no
Jess ready. to.find recruits; the work
of the Labor Recruiting Committee
proves it. Their feeling about the
Bill seems as much one of suspiclon
as_of hostility. The cnmpulllnn ln-
volved In the present measu

be exceedingly I|mll«l but (Iwy telr
lest’ it may not stop there. They

ind

the text of the Bill should be more
explicit, arguing that sincers and
tactful attempt to remove the fears
and m-nldonn of the labor world 1s
one of the most important ways of
promoting national unity at present.
‘There will be no disposition Lo argue
the wisdom of promoting national
unity, but one wonders to what ex-
tent the present suspicion . would
have prevailed if such radical jour-
nals as The Chronicle had not labor-
©d 80 tremendously to ralse the com-

pulsion bogey. )

y Misleading.

‘The Congress vote is not accept-
ed as expressive of hbor oplnlon‘
Several members decl ne-
copt it and the urd vut." to
ave been absurdly misleading as a
npnunuuon of the working class
attitude. The dnlrnlel it is argu-
od, vnn lhln ed by extreme so-
d by Union of Democratic

0 on of c
‘pulsory service after the war and
the conscription of labor.
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