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DIVERSITY OF VIEWS
ABOUT BILINGUALISH

Leadership of Olergy in Educe.
tional Agitation Questioned at
Meeting' of Poles.

e iy

Father Kowalski Attacks Minis.
ter of Education and Demands
Full Bilingual Rights.

{ -\lmost since the qutbreak of tl)e
present wur the Polish 1esidenty of
this city did not witness such «
Hvely meecting as the one held from
3 tu 7.30 yesterduy afternoun in cones
ne'utlon with the biingual schooly.

Cho mceting, which was attenddd
by 600 men and women, was caljed
by the “League of Liberty, Lirater-
nity, and Equality,” constitutedat the
IIrst protest meeting of the Unjon of
the Romun Cutholic assoclations in
tho Iloly Ghest ehnreh. Francls Sed-
z)uk s the president of this learue.
Stefan Dybek, a promlnent membor
of the lloly Ghoat parish, wias elected
chairiman.

Bronisinw Qorveckl, in opening the
meeting, announced that in view of
the fact that a large number of tho
I’olish  people had expressed  thelr
dissatistaction with the Hrst meet-
ing of-the 18th of December, at which
tho resolution ot protest was passod,
contending that it wous organized anid
attended almost exclusively by
froup of lloly Ghost pavishloners,
with IPrancis Sedzlak and {(he clergy
at its head, they decmned It necessary
to call n larger meeting yesterday, to
which all the ’olish people were In-
vited, to talk over the threatened
abholition ot section 238 of the Mani-
| toba School act providing for bllingu-
al eduecatlon. ,

The brogranime speakers weie Rev,
IFrancis  Kowualskl, O.M.l.,, parish
priest of loly Ghost; Francls Scde-
zluak, and J. Makarskl.

Rev. F, Kowalski, In his spceecl,
analyzed very minutely the reccut
| specch of the minister of education,
Dr. Thornton, in  the locul house,
criticizing it very seveiely, and stat-

to light to the jast the atiemipt to
deprive the Pollsh peopie in Mani-

toba of thelr full right to hava bi-|

lingualism 4s under the existing iaw.

A delegation conslsting of Theo.
Stefanik, member of the Ukrainign
central commlittee, . Sochnackl, \Wm,
Chiopan, and J. Justremskl, was re-
celved from a mecting of the Ukrain-
juns held at the same tlme and for
the same purpose In the Grand oper:n
liouse.

Theo. Stefanik announcea that :he
DUkramian jnecting had passed a reso-
lution, which he conveyed, appealing

to the Polish peopie to light jolntly
with them to the very end the at-
temnpl to aboilish bilingualism  and
thewr teachers' training schoola. It
was, he said, a. common uviuse of
the Ruthenluns and Poles In cqual
weasnure, ay the Nuthentans and Poles
mre being cqually explolted by the
Canadiuans.

R. Sochnick]l read an anonymous
letter which appeared in 2 Winnlpeg
newspanper purporting ‘o be from 2
Pole. This letter cxposed the racial
Hshts of Y’oles and Ruthenlans in
Gallcla ,expressing a feur that the
retention of the present bllingual sys-
tem may briug about simdlar condl-
tiony in Canada, and showing Ukiain-
lans In 2 very bud light, T'his cor-
respondence urged the ubolition of
bilingualism,

The meeting passed a resojulion
condemning the aforementioned cor-
respondence for bhelng anonymouy,

{ and expressing thelr disapproval of
lﬁl tne svntiments thereln contiined re-

fdearding the Ukralniany, with an
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amendment by Louls Kon reqnuesting
alt the papers in Winnipeg not to
print any letter purporting to come
from Poles and dealing with the bi-
lingun! question, unless fully signed.

I'runefy Sedziak moved an amend-
went to the resolntion puassed on
the 18th Dc¢eember protesting the
abolition of the billingua) clause on
the part of the League of Liberty,
Fraternity, and Equality. The amend-
ment de:naunded Lhe retention of the
Polish teachers' training school in
Winniper or the giving of upeelal
foans to Polish vouths Intending to
hecoinc teachers, as was the practilee
of the last government,

In enlarging upon his amendment,
Mr. Sedziok told his audience that
the Poles should not give In in this
fizht, and oveeht to demand whaut Is
.zhtly coming to thoni. Ho suld
that he war couvinced, after conver-
sation with Influential persons in the
political world and with the ministesr
of cduecation hlinself, as well as by
the action of the departiment of edu-
cation In refusing admittance to the
TPoiish tralning school to several
young mincn  recommmended by the
clergy of thoe IHoly (QOhost, that tho
paramount j1eason for abolishing the
iralning sehool and bltingualism, be-
sldes the agltation of English jinpocy
and Orangemen, is the fear of ccono-
imlc competition on the pnrt of the
Eaglish-speaking Canadians, Lhe de-
sire {o deprive the Polish youth from
having an opportunily to enter the
teachers’ profession, orr any positions
above digging sewers and cutting
lumber

Louis Kon appealed to the audience
not to leave such an imporiant mat-
ter In the hands of a section of the
Polish community only. I[lc express-
ed his suppasition thinat the govern-
ment i3 closing tho training school
from a desirc to introduce uniform
tralning of teachers, and not iccord-
Ing to natlonalities, as every Instl-
gtutinn of learning 1s open to overy
person, without «listinction as 1to
nationality and religion, and to stop
the meddling of tho local Polish
clergyv In matters of trulning teachers
as was the case in the ppst. In this
the government, he gald, cught to be
upheld by cvery right-thinking Pollish
man ind woman. Mr. I{on introduced
the following resolution: 1, Whereas
the present school system of the
province of Manitobha is going to be
changed, as can be assumed from the
arucies appearing in the English
press, as well as from the declarn-
tions of the n.nisters and private
members at recent sgessions of the
provinclal leglslature; 2. whereas woe
conslder the present school system In-
efficient in edueating the Pollish ¢hil-

| dren so as to ennble them to competo

with others for posltions both in the
economic and soclial life of this coun-
try: 1, whereas the agitation carried
on at the prezent time by a portion
of the Pollsh communily uas well ux
by the Ukrainianeg Is improper for a
salisfactory solutlon of this guestlon

|

to the Polish people and to this

country In weneral;
“This meceting, considering itseif a

ing that {t is up to the ’olish people!
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full and complete representation of
the Polish 1Teople ol all the polltical,
gsocial, and rellzious shades, resolves
to Inform the provincial govarument
of Manitoba tnaet the Polos are nsk-
ing:

“A—Fully and properiv qgualificd
teachers for all the schools attended
by the Polish children;

“B—A change in tbe unsatisfactory
present bliingual system for a uni-
form ono 'n the who!s of Manitoba,
n system according to which the Eng-
lish langnage would b2 tke lanzuago
of instruction nnd the Polish lan-
rpuace would be Imparted te the Pol-
ish children as an optlonal subject
after the school hours.

"C—To: introduce in the high
schools the teaching of the Poligh
languapre, history, and literature on a|
par with other modern languages.”

Max Major spoke in favor of the
resolution, after which Rev. Bishop
Markiewicz, of the Burrows avenue

Polish church, supported it in o very|
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torcible manner. He pointed out that
the League of Liberty, LEqrality, and
Frauternity conslsts only aof the Iloly
Ghost puarvishloners and their teme-
poratly hangers on, who are willine,
for their personal gains and for the
desiro of controlling the teachers, the
schools, and through them the com-
mitnities., to throw the Pailsh people
into u dandceraus and undesirable
flght with those with wWhain e cunme:
to live [n thls conntitv. \Wheie, he
asked, dlidl the Roman Cathollc elergy
of Winnipeg brinc the Pollsh people
of Manitobi supporting the Roblin
poveinment? Ilow many voung Pol-
ish men or women cduciated In the
bilhizual schools sponsored by the
IRRoblin government attalned any bet-
ter posgitions soclatly or cconomically
in the past ten vears?

116 admonislicd Lthe people to tnke

into thelr own hands the question
of adjusting the educalional mattters
of Manttoba, and to cxclude the lead
aof the clecgy, who, as In the oll
country, arce deslrons of heeping the
pcopie In servillly and lenorance.
- C, . Kamlenskl and J, Nowackl]
also spoke In favor of n resolution
being passed wiich has & chance of
being considerably favored hy the
govornment, and whiell would prove
of value to Canada and t6 the PPol-
Ish peonle,

The dlvision of oplnion in the meet-
Ing following the dlscussion was
imnarked. and as feeling ran high, 1here
was for a time the possibility of dis-
turbances resulting. ‘T'he opportunity
of speaking to M. INon's resolution
belng refused to a numhber who
tavared ¢that section of the audlence
not in svmpathy with the League of
Liberty, Equality, and 'raternity, rc-h
tired, and the audience which remain-
cd then passed unanimonsly the reso-
Intien submltted by 1. Scdzlak.
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