WILL INVESTIGATE
PRO-GERMAN CHARGES

Lt.-Col. Lochead Deciares Ber-
lin People are Prevent-
ing Recruiting.

CALLED TO OTTAWA

General Hu;hes Will Make Full
Inquiry Into Alleged
Plotting.

spesial to The Star. .

Ottawa. Jan. 8L.—General Sir S8am
Bughes has called for an investiga-
tion into the alleged pro-German
agitation in Berlin, und for that rea-
50N has suminoned Lieut.-Col
Lochead, of the 118th Battallon, to
this city for a conference. That was
the statement of the general himself
last night, who added that Lieut.-Col.
T.ochead is & most efficient and en-
thusiastic officer, and that any cam-
plaint made By him of anything
which prevents recruiting should be
investigated.

A despatch from Berlin states:
“The pro-German element in this city
has forced Lieut.-Col. Lochead into a
corner. The lieutenant-colonel de-
clares he has evidence that the pro-
Germans are preventing recruiting,
and that he 18 going to fight it
through with them.”

Uned %Seditious Langumge.

It adds that the particular cese
which promises to bring the situa-
tion to a head concerns Walter Meyer,
e German emplayed in the rubber}
company there. For months and;
months, Col. Lochead explained,!
there has been most pronounced pro- |
German eentiments expressed. Thers
were rumors of them everywhere. He
was besieged with demands to 4o
something. Pro-Kalserism seemed
rampant, and he was urged to do

something. He tried. He wanted
svidence to prove the charges. There
he failed.

“BEverv time I asked for positive!
proof, for affldavits, the informants
closed up tighter than a clam, and X
could get no proof,” he explained.

““Not long ago a young man named
Btewart, also an employe in the rub-
ber company, enlisted, and notifled
the firm. He remained at his employ-
ment for a few days, and was ap-

roached by Meyver, who asked him
f he was going to war. Stewart ans- |
wered that he was, that he was a
Canadian, and would fight for King
gnd country. Then Meyer, according
to the sworn evidence taken in court,
most outrageously abused the young
man ,using the most seditious and
disloyal language. This was report-
ed to Col! l.ochead, and the man was,
summoned.
Court Freed Him,

“Hle appeared before Magistrate
Weir. and was remanded for trial
Then something happe¢ned. The trail
of the serpent of politiecs can be seen,
for ovders came from Ottawa to the
Attorney-General's  Department that
the trial must not go on, and Meyer
was Hheroted.”

Thiz was bad cnough. Then fole
lowed (ol Jlochead’'s attempt to get
reeruits for the 118th Battalion by
the persoral canvass method, His
men were insulted, and rows result-
ed. e was nde the vietim of a
vicivus attack through the local Con-
servative newspaper., The Trades and
Labor Counecil also joined in. '

“Hecruiting was hard enough before,
but with the opposition, emboldened
by the success of their pull in the

Meyer vase, continued to throw bar-
Fiers inomy o way,”  Col.  Lochead
sluted, It woas then that 1 deter-

mined o dight.

"I have no o desire  to prosecute
dierer, That is not the reason., But
there isoa dirty element in this city
thot wust be curbed. They have be-
come cnsboldened by the success of
thew  effarts in keeping Germans
from being interned. There was the
Lappert case, first of all. Here was a
preacher fraom the United States who
should have been deported as an un-
desitable the easicst thing possible
te have done-—-heeause of his pro-Ger-
man attitude, and he was allowed to
Fomaing 'ro-German utterances were
Conmnon, bat it was linpossible to get
the  proof, Now 1 have this ran
Mever, and I oam going to have the
Government put a stop to this sedi-
tion, or Know the reason why., T mean
business. and | am going te sce this
thing threvgh, as 1 said before.

Berlin Right at Heart.

“Berlin wt heart is right. The best
peonle, German and British alike, are
loyal One might say that there are
threw sirata of people here—the loyal
Gertan, the lukewarm German, and
the aut-and-out pro-German. This is
the hud class, aud 1 want to have
then. taught their places., It will be
impossible to recruit men until they
are curbed. Scores of them should be
fnterned They would bein in any
other city, but the weakness, or
‘worse, of those in autherity, has re-
sulted In placving the city of Berlin in
& false light in the opinion of the
rest of the Province.”

An impartial investigation leads one
to several conclusions: Iirst, that
Berlin has done little in the way of
recruiiting; second, that there is an
exodus of German-born young men
to the United States; third, that there
15 & strong pro-German  sentiment
here, not among the business men,
but among the laboring class; fourth,
that politics is working to prevent
the formation of the hattalion: fifth,
that Berlin has been the stamping
ground of the pro-Geramn propagan-
dists of the United States,

The Citizens' Recruiting League at
a specinl meeting on Saturday wade
Rrrangements to secure the names of
rll cligihle young men of military age
in the city within the next two
weeks, A determined effort will then
be made to raise the battalion.




