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~ WIILE HOUSE WAS IN SESSION

- - O . \
_ .

Tlie Most Plcm; rvsyque Publlc Building in North America is N Sha eless
* Ruin--Several lees Lost—-—F ire Belleved to be Work of the Enemy

o FIRE THE ACT
OF ALIER FOES?

Four - Separate Blazes - in-the
Reading-room -

SENATE - CHAMBER - IS- GONE

A Number of Members More or Less
Scriously Injured—Troops to tho
Scene to Assist the Otmwn.»ic‘-
men—DBuilding Doomed,

(Special Daspatch to The Globe.)
Ottawa, Feb. 4.—At one o'elock’

the main tower was a gigantic torch
of flame, and the fire was steadily
eating its way into the Senate side.
The Red Chamber.itself is donmed,
but the firemen still hope to check -
the flames In the cast and wéat bor-
tions of' the building. Herole cfiorts
dare being made ‘to save the lerary,
‘hut It-18 doubtful” whéther they can’
succeed. “The Names Nave ¢rept along
g\K\'auWod passage  leading Jjuat to

door of the Library.
Troups Saving Documents.

Troops have been mobilized, and
are busy salvaging such of the most
Important books and documents as
can be assembled in haste. Salvage
work is also going on with the furni-
ture. pictures, eotc., in the chambers
nt the Speaker of the Benate, while
:ome salvage has. also heen saved
‘rom the rooms of Sir Wilfrid Laur-
‘or and Sir Robert Borden in the
nxtreme west of the bullding.

Wughes Says Accldental,

General Sir Sam Hughes, Minister
of Militia, pending an otficlal investi-
gation of the fire, Is not inclined to
attribute it to Incendiary work hy
some alien enemy. According to the
story told by the policeman just adja-
:ont to the reading-room, the fire
started. among some files of pansor.

He tricd to extinguish it with a chem-
feal extinguisher. However, just ut
that moment, he says, the door lead-
ing into the Senate rooms was open-
ed and a strong draught of air hlew
through, fanning the flames among
the newspapers. This story, however,
confliets with that of Messrs. Martin,
RBradbury and other members who
claim to have heen in the reading-

room at the time. The latter had a
close call. Ta.

The Bells Toll Midnight,  “ . --.

A grim and almost uncanny feature
was the tolling of the twelve gongs
of midnight by the tower clock, still
doing business in a furnace of Hlames,
1t is probable the last time it will
toll, The tower Is expected to col-
lapse within an hour.

Shortly before 2 o'clock IMire Chief
Graham stuted to The Globe that he
was reasonably coniident that the
fire-tighters would be able to suve the
Library, the quarters of the Speaker
of the Senate and the cxtreme portion
of the castern wing, together with the
fireproof addition , to  the western
wing, which was built six or seven
years ugo. This wing contains the
Press Gallery, the quuarters of the
Liberal mombers, and Premier Bor-
den's office.  Siry Wiifrid Laurler's ot-
flce {s apparently doomed.

Fighting for the brary. .

The Library floor is over six inches
deep in water and the task of remove

“
(Continued on Page 2, Col, B.)
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FIRE THE ACT

OF ALIEN FOES?

(Continued from Page 1, Col,

g the hooks has been

abandoned
;fnr the present,

The saving af this

a1 ol 7))

“bullding, should it be accomplished,

!l_x due to the fact that It s separited

from the muain buflding by a short
passageway, and the firemen  have
concentrated their efforts at the end
of this passage.

l‘:~(.'uncd Through a Tunnel.

the tire were the escape of one of the
cmployees In the hollersreom through
a tunnel with his clothes on tire, and
the carrying of one of the restaurant
rirls who had fainted down the stairs
| from the top story through the smoke
by John Corrlgzan, assistunt steward
af the restaurant.

Or Tueendiary Origin.

Al Rinds of ugly rumors are afloat
as to the origin of the fire. Accord-
Cingg to the attendunts on duty, It start-
yodd in the rending room,, where thoue
cvands of files of the daily and weekly
press of Canuda,  Britain and  the
i United States are exposed for reading

amd reference purposes, Aceording
Lt the statementg of thore
discovered the blaze,
Chiles of newspapers at different parts
cof the reading room started blazing
calmultuneously.  They helieve that the
‘urinlu waa incendinry, and _Jopinion
'

!

seerax unanimous to-night Aha(  the
fire Is the work of [alien German
encmies, although, of fourse, this is
only i surniise. .

A Gallunt Resene,””

Heon., Martn Burrell  was carried
Lout by two of his Cablnet euvlleagues,
{ Hon, Dr. Reid and Hon, fierre Blon-
!dln. He had fallen, stitled with the
gmoke and badly burned about the
head.  While his injuries are sertous,
he will recover. Dr, Michael  Clark,
Mr. Delisle and Mr, Nespitt, the other
members who  were the most seri-
ourly injured, are reported to be al-
together out of danger. Mr. Bureell
wis working in his private reom ad-
joining the reading room when the
fire sturted, When he attempted to
et out he had  to  plunge lhrm!ul\
Names In the corridor and then feel
his way 1fly yards along the dark,
smoke-Nlled, ervoked corridor to gain
sifoty,  That he cseaped as he did I8
remarkable,

Mr. Douglas (s safe, though some-
what seriously burned.

Froops Ald,

Shortly hefore midnight bodies  of
kKhakl-clud troops arrived to ald the
 poliee.  The vast awe- stricken crowds
swere drlven back for ety. ‘Troops
and firemen are preparing  at  mid-
night for the collupse and fall of the
Ceentral tower with its high steeple.
' The hundsome Gothie  structure ©is
doomed,

AMayor Martin of Montreal, who wans
{ pussing the reading-room, states that
he was knocked down by the force of
tlame as though by an explosion.  In
fact, he declares that' {t was an ex-
plosion,  Geo, Bradhury, ALEP, for
P Belkirk, was also  close  when  the
shoek eame, and  holds  the same
opinion,  In fnet, all who were in the

Conunaons declare that  the  sudden-
ness of the outhrenk would. lead to the
s strong susplelun that there hail ‘heen
Ufoul play and that the fire was the
carefully-planned product of an in-
! vendiary.

Logglo and Pardeo Safe,

AL 11,30 to-nlght It was  detinitely
reported that Mp W, 8 Loggle was
safe and only slghtly injured. e is
belleved to have effected an  oxit
through the rear, and was not seen;
consequantly it was feared for smne
time that ho had been burned, -Afr,
Duncan C. Ross, Assistant  Liberal
Whip, announces that Chief Liberal
Whip Pardee was called home unex-
weetedly to Surnia, and  Is  satisfied
hat Yo left far home by train before
the five,

*Startling Outery
of Excited Attendant

Parliament ®as engaged in debat-
fug over the Jamieson resolution on
Yish. The Chamber was only about
‘one-third filled. Fortunately, neliher
‘Premier Borden nor  Shr Wilfrid
‘Laurier was iu his seat, neither hav-

ing returned to the Chumber aftev
Hthe dinner recess. Mp, W.. 8. Loggle
l\\‘as speaking from the lLiberal side,

.

§

Twa of the spectacular lncitlou';s ol

who first
four seputite |

flames,

|
|
i
o
while Deputy Speaker Rhodes was'
for the first time in the Spealker's.
chair. Suddenly an excited attendant
burst through the doors behind the
chalr of the Sergeant-at-arms. The
sturtling uppearance of n stranger on
the floor of the Chamber cuused

a
tnomentary sensation. R

“Fire!” he shouted, pointlng up:
ward. “The bullding's on fire!" !

The warning was scarce out of his
mouth, when,. with & roar, o huge
tongue of flume bLroke into the (‘.hmfl-
ber from the east side. There wayg a
erash, uas of something breaking gnd
falling, and almost before the alaym-
ed members could even vise fpom
thelr seats a cloud of dense smoke
poured into the Chamber. In a Jmo-
ment it had become so thick thgt it
\\'rxl]s ‘;mposslhle to see . thfee Yeet
ahead, :

Members Struggle to Saftety.

In the ghastly, scorching mist
was only possible to hear men strugs,
sling to /sufety and shouting direc-|
tions tp”one another. Several desks
wera-evidently overturned in the ef-
forty of lLefogied members to reach
any of the exits. Several tlmes there

‘were cries of pain, usually following

the sound of falls, The fir 3
into the Chamber trom theogx{’orgll;g
floor, and the galleries, which were
fortunitely spareely filled, are bheliev-
ed to have heen cleared without loss
of life or injury. The newspapermen
fn the Press Gallery all made their
eseape, but found themselves cut off
xrlmm the press room by smoke and
ame.

Clark, Nesbitt, Burrell Injurcd,

At 015 Dr. Clark and Mr. Nesbitt
were rescued.  Dr. Clark s reported
terribly  burned, and  Mr, Nesbitt,
seen by The Globe correspondent, wig
badly cut and daved. Nelther, how-
wver,  fs  dangerously injured. Yon,
Martin Burrell, Minfster of Agricul-
tlur;:-. Is also badly burned about the
ady,

Di. Clark endeavored to leave
the main entrance, hut wayg driven
back by fire. In the dense smoke he
had a terrible experience working his
wiy to the upper side exit, but fin-
ally was discavered and dragged out.
Mr. Nesbitt was struck by a stream of
witer from one of the hose iines. In
the dense atmosphere his  predica-
ment could not be seen and he had
a closo call,

Others' Narrow Escapes.

Among other members who had
narrow excapes and sustained alight
injuries were:

Mesyra, Martin (Regina), McCurdy,
Michaud, IXrnest Lapolnte (ISamour-
ashkn), Huzen. Oliver, Turriff, Carrick,
Delislo, Guthrle; Burnham,

Elderly Member Rescued,

David 1lenderson of Halton, one of
the oldest members of the House, be-
Ing nbout seventy-five years .of - age,
wias in the Chamber at the time. He
striek  himself  coming  out  und
stumbled. but Man, ' Robert Rogers
and W, E. Knowles, Moose Jaw, lifted
him und he got out uninjured and in
sately.

Lights Wont Qut, ., .

Shorily after the. fira -reached its
wildest proportions the lights all
throngh the buildings went out, and
the piteh durkness made the work of
the flromen, police and those .en-
suged in rescue work all the more
hazardous and difticult, .

A Great Muss of 1a_jw_ B

Although there, were supposed. to
ba rlro walls, the big roomy corridors
provided n  fine Jdraught for the
and the firémen, . owing :to
poor water pressure and the size of
the building, soon lost control. The
lire raged with fury for fonr . houpgs
muking wan appalling  but splepsdid
spectacle for the. tens of thousand:
who crowded up on the Hill, &
st Sam | Jlughes, who was
the spot, promptly called ou
Battalion, who formed a:{
around the building.
tire -appliances - in
brought into play, and a
look aftor these wha: h
come by smoke or who
jured were rushed to tJie seane.

Tiremen's erole Works

‘I'he fire was foughfi by the firemer
both from, the insidgt and the" outside

by

arly g
the 774

y . i
At first. it seemed as though it might:
be confined to the reading-room, and
the firemen on the roof just back of
the library fought streauously to
check the flames, Soon, however, it
was seen that the fire had made itn
way through the celliing pattltions
into the Speaker's nuarters, Into the
Chamber, and on through the ofiices
of the west wing, I got Into the cle~
vator shafta also, nand up Into the
second nnd third stories. A strong
wind blowing from the north helped
to fan the flames, and this, combined
with the enforced draught inside the
bufldings, and the thick sinoke, made
the work of the firemen more diffleult.

Pinnacles of Flame.

- In an hour's time the central pore
Uon of the roof fell in; and the noble
Gothic’ towers Dehind the library
building. were .pinnacles of flame,
IPear of falling walls and turrets pre-
vented the firemen from effectively
fighting the flre from the Inslde.
From the outslde it seemed as if the
puny streams were making little or nu
Impression on the raging furnance
within. By 11 o'clock thie whole in-
terior of the _central and western pob-
tions of the bullding were practically
destroyed. . . .

Sigrial Burned, Clock Went On.

The main tower, isolated ag It was
from the main part of the bullding,
still stood Intacét with the light still
burning at the top, this time belicing
the usual sign that the Hourx was §n
resslon. The clock went on striking
the hour as though ‘nothing was hap-
pening.

Many Documents Lost.
Within fifteen minutes after the fire

started the place was cleared of
everyone but firemen. No one clse
could venture in on account of the

smoke, and there was little oppor,
tunity for the clerks in the records
and other important offices to 'save
their documents, Some of theyo were
undoubtedly of great importance .o
the conduct of public business, and
their loss will seriously hamper the
proceedings of Parllament and cause

conslderable confusion before “the
House can again resume its labors, A
Cabinet Council will be called - to-

morrow morning to deal with the situ-
ation, to prepare plans at onice for the
renewal of the bhuilding, and to de-
vise ways and means of coutinuing
the legislative work of the session,
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