SAYS SCHOOL LAW
MUST BE CHANGEL

Promier Norris Tells Ukrainians
That Bilingual Conditions Can-
not Be Continued.

Nothing Will Be Done in Spirit
of Hostility—Law to Be the
Best for All,

That the billngua! clause In the
school law witi be changed, was def-
initely stated by Premier Norrls yes-
terday at the legislative bullding

to a deputation of Ruthenfans, which
besought the government to main-
tain the blltngual system unaltered.
What the government will proposc
In tho way of legislution Mr. Norris
did not tndlcate. He snld, however,
thnt nothing would be done In a
spirit of hostllity to the Ukrainians
or to any one else. It was the desir?
of the government to frame a schoo!
faw capable of beilng andministcred
in o generous and tolerant manner.
There was no question that the law
reparding hilinguallsm nad created
n state aof affairs which could not
be permitted to endure., Up to the
present, the preclse remedy had not
been suggested, and the government
would require the co-operation of all
nationalities in order to arrive at a
solution of the problem. .

T. D. Ferley, thc member for Gimil,
introduced the deputation, which was
reccived In the leglslative chamber
by Premier Norris, Hon. T. H. John-
son, Hon. R. S, Thornton, and Hon.
J. W. Armastrong.

The deputation presented a peti-
tion, signed by 6,000 persens, re-
questing the maintenance of the bl-
Iingual! clause. and varlous other
hings, The text of the petition has
nlready appeared in the Free Press.

Fault in Administration.

Paul Arsenych was the flrast speaker
for billngunlism. HHe sald the fault
was not in the systoemn but In tho
administration of it. The present
government had pledged itself to es-
tabilsh a natlonal school system an
the basis of the Laurler-Greenway
settiement, He hoped that settlement
WwWas not to be regarded merely ns a
“serap of paper.'”

There hnd been g0 much misrepre-
sontation that {t was believed tho
Ruthentans were opposed to English,
Mr, Arsenych snid he resented thils,
It was o necessity for tho Ruthenlans
to learn Englisli, Theoy learned It
wiliingly, for thelr own advantage.

The Ruthenians had not forced
themsclves into this country., They
had been invited. Morecover, thoy had
realized that In comning they weore ex-
changing oppression for freedom.
Consequently, they had put aslde for-
oever the hope of forming a separate
national group. But ¢ducation should
he natural and not artiflcial. In noral
and mental training the bilingual
scheool, with properly tralned teach-
ers, was an indlsponsable faator for
them. They held that thelr develop-
ment should be promoted as quinkly
and easily as possibtle.

Shortago of Good Teacheors.

The Ruthenlans were young Ir: the
country. They belonged to a diffo; ent
rnce from the English-speaking citi-
zeng of this country. In order to neu-
tralize the differences between the
races, the bililngual teacher was a hlg
factor. The billngual teacher went
amnong his people with the one ob-
ject of educatlng and uplifting his
people. Considering there wrs 1 lack
of teachers in the province thi= ra-




tural consequence wag that non-Eng-
lish communities, It bilingualizsm was

. | abollshed, wauld not get good teach-

ers, Iurthermore, the teacher was
not likely to understand the homeo of
the child, Thls was prejudictal to
the chlld's welfare. Opponents of bi-
linguallsm were fond of citing the

.|example of Winnipeg. But thls ex-

aniple ‘wag not fair, becnuse the for-
elgn clilld In Wlnn(pag learned Eng-
lish not In the school atone but in
the strecet and amonyg his playmnates,
It was not possible for the forelgn-
born chlid in a forecign-born commun-
ity to do thls. Education should be
directed nlong naturg] and gradual,
instead of artificlal lines, The mere
teaching of English should not be put
before & chlld as the best possibie at-
talé\ment but nicrely as means to an
end.

Says Failure in U, S, _
Mr, Arsenych asserted that the one-

{lnangunge schoo) system af the United

r
|

States had falled, It had caused the
upgrowth of grent numbers of private
gchools, which were not under state
forelgn to those taught in the publlc
schools, There was no doubt that
this system had weakened American
nationa] sentiment.

Coming close to home, Mr. Ar-
senych sunid tho absence of bllingual-
isin In Winnipeg forced forelgn chil-
dren to attend private schools, In
these prlvnte schools they used text
books wlich had bcen prepared fer
German, Austrian and Russian
schools. It wus easy to see what a
bad effect thig would have., There
wns no remedy for the situntion short
of establishing properly regulated bl-
lingual .schools. :

Proserve Language and Culture

‘“We clalm our right to preserve
our language and culture,” said the
speaker, “But we want to do so
openly and under the control of the
government. We, therefore, ask that
the unrest among our people ba endle-
ed by the formation of n natlonal
school system on the basis of the
Laurier-Greenway gettlement. 1We
nppeal to you for protection, so that
we may develop our familles by nat-
ural and not artificlal means,

Would be Blow

B. Mareck, & school teacher, and
the secretary-treasurer of Gimll
rural municipality, sald the rboll-
tion of bilingualism would be n great
blow to the children In his district.
It would take much time hefore Eng-
lish speakling teachers could handle
the situation. There had been a
great improvement since the biling-
uni teachers entered the district. If
the system wnas abolished, it would
be hard to pget other teachers to
stay in the locality.

N. A. Hryhorchuk, o farmer of
Gllbert Plains, sald his district was
iargely populated by Ruthenlans, and
it was making great progress,. Thero
avere 4 number of bilingnal schools.
The children were learning Engiish
rapidly, and the abolitlon of blling-
unalism would be a great blow. They
trusted that it would not be necese-
sary for them to appeal to the fed-
érnl government far rellef.

J. Petrusheviech (editor of the
Canadian Ruthenlan) sald the gen-
aral objects of the Ruthenlans were
well represented by the petition
which had been Iald before tho gov-
ernment. Het repeated briefly the nr-
guments against bilinguallam. The
abjection that every nationality
would swvant bilingunlism was an-
swered by the fact that only one ar
two nationalities had taken advan-
tage of the clause in more than a
decade. Perpetuation of the Ruth-
enlan language in Canada was not
the object of the Ruthenian blling-
uallsts. Centurles of oppresstion had

| not exterminated it In Europe. It

was therefore hardly lkely that the
only mecang of perpetuating it wuy
bllinguallsm in Canada. They simp-
ly demanded the natural right of us-
ing their language here, and in or-
der to have thls, the instruction of
the chiidren In it was essentlal.
Mr. Petrushevich denied that bi-
lingunlism pronmioted ‘separation. On
the contrary, he said, biiinguallism
tended to, co-operation between the
‘varlous races by removing a potent
‘cnuso of jenlousy. Ile denied that
bilingunl teaching Is wasted, or that
it handicaps the pupli In acquiring
English. Some memnbers of thoe leg-
islature had said yesterday that thes
had open minds on this question.
Alas, it often seemed that thero was
R wall of prejuidlce between the
open mlinds and the strongest argu-
ments, What proof, nsked the spenk-
er, could the members of the gov-
ernment give that it had triled to
understand "the Ruthenlan problem?
They did not know the Ruthenian
history and the Rutaenian language.
In reference to the rmeeting to which
Bome members wtre invited Inst
night, Mr. Petrushtevich sald one
member declared that if the Ukraln-
ians dild not stop this kind of thing
they would be sent to Brandon. This
was a sample of the prejudice which
clouded the discussion of the prob-
lem. Also, the specaker objected to
n . statement made by the Hon. Dr,
Thornton In his recent speech In the
house. He hnd read the eclnbarnte
and carefully prepared speech |In
which the minister presented tho re-
sult of his =tudies., There he had
found that Ii. Manitoba there were
80 many Poles, so many Scandlnav-

land, ec many Germans, 8o many|

Russiang, and s0 many Austrians.
But thera had been no mention of
UKkrainipns. Now, the Ukralnians did
not want to exist as a separnte na-
tlon, nothing was farther from thelr
thoughts. DBut they did not want to
be classed as Austrians, because
they were not Austrians. They
wanted that explicitly undersatood.
They had corie [rrm Austrian op-
pression, and they bdilieved that they

would beconiec an clement of strength .

in the great British emplire.
Dr. Thornton explainea that he

took the tlgures In question from the
Doniinlon census of 1914, torether

with the names and classifleations. |
But the c!asslfieation complalned of ;

was not “Austrian,” but *“Austro-

Hungarians.”

Premier Replies.

Premler Norrls, replying to the
delegation, sald he appreciated the
importance of the question and also
tho kindness of so many Ruthenlans
coming to tho legislnture to dlscuss
tho question with the government.

‘The gavernment required all the in-
formation possible on the snbject. Ho

had great sympathy with the views
Presented, but therec were several
points on whick It was Improssihlo for
him to agree *vith the spenkers. The
delegation couwld remnain assured that
the hope expressed by one of |its
spokesmen that whataver was done
would be done {n tho best interests of
the whole province, wautd be fuifilled,

Tho potitlon spoke of unrest In re-
gard to the bllingual sltuation, but
nothing was said in the petition as
to who had caused the sald unrest,
nor as to what was meant, 30 he
could not comment on that item. In
regard to the suggested creation of a
chalr of Ukrainian language and lit-
ocrature -in Manitoba unlversity that
was o matter which rested with the
ofticlals of the unlversity.

Must Consider All.

It was qulte true, as aonc of the
speakers sald, 'that the Ukralnlans
had been invited to como to Canada.
Canada extended thoe freedom of
British Institutlans to the Ukralnlans,
and gave them a hearty welcome,

Manitoba . had no desire to . treat”
harshly any section of the commun- |

ity. However, the welfare of all the
natlonalities of the province bad. to
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be consldered, and the government's
efforts would be along that line.

Many Engllsh-speaking Canadians
thought that if the government ex-
tended to the Ukralnians the samne
privileges and institutions which they
themselves enjoyed, they were doing
pretty well, They thought that It
they offered the “Jkrainlan population
the same system of education ns they
enjoyed themselves, tt w.'s not so
bad a*chance for the Ukrainians and
other nationalitles. .Evidently some
pcople did not consider that enough.

When any amendment of the school
law In respect to bilinguniism came
before the law amendments commit-
tee, sald the premicr, representations
would be welcomed from-any class
of tho cominunity. He could not that
day go Into a discusslon as to tho
respective merits of bilingualism and
monalingualism,

One member of the delegntion, sald
Mr. Norrls, had po'ated out that in
the past bllingualism had been pros-
tituted to political purposes. Was it
desired by the delegation that the bi-
lingual system be continued by em-
ploylng the same methods. "I am here
‘tlo sy, gentlemen,” said Mr. Norris.

that it wilf not bg the busincss of
his government to conduct the de-
partment of education of Manitoba
for political purposes (Cheers.) It
will not be conducted as a polltical
inachine, The money that we have
to spend on educatlon will bo expend-
¢d In the best Interests of the young
cf every natlonality in:the province.”

Something Wrong.

When the present governinent took
office, "continued:the premiecr, It had
becen” felt that there was something
wrong in connection with the biiin.
gual schools, Dr, Thornton, the min-
ister of education, had gone thor-
oughly Into the question and had re-
celved specin! reports from the offl-
cers of lhls department, including nll
thhe school Inspectors. To that Dr.
Thornton had added his own keen
personal inspection and observation.

Mr. Norrls continued: "“The result
of that inquiry has been presented to
the leglslature for the bencfit of all
tho people of Manitoba. Will any
gentleman here, or any genutleman o

this province, sny that the state of|

affalrs revealed by that Inquiry should
continue? WIl any of ocur friends
suggest o remedy for that condition
of things? It Is ensy to ask for
maney. It ts easy to object to tho
schoal system from one angle of the
compass, but we shall requlrg the
co-operntion of all nationalities and
of all the people If we are to arrive
at o successful golution of thls mat-
ter.

“The government Has recelved no
recommendations that appear to fill
the bill, although the mulitiplicity of
nationalities withln the province
makes the present law Impossibte.
You gentlemen here todny are here
on behalf of one N lonality. As far
as you are concerned the others may
look out for themselves. You leave
it to the povernment to place other
natlonalitles in the same position as
yourselves or not as it sces fit.

“A so'ution must be found by hav-
ing regard. to what is in the bes*
Interest af all naclonalities. I had a
depntation wnaft on me Lhe other day
which was oppozcd to the. hllingual
gystem. They presented thelr ideas
to me,very deflnitely. Tnat detegation
was composed of educated and rep-
resentnt!ve men not In favor af bi-
Jrpualism. T'he government has no
axe tqQq grind with any organlzation,

In regard to the statement mado
by one of the speakers of the dele-
gation that a member of the legisin-
ture had threatened certaln of the
petitioners with Internment, the pre-
mier sald there was nao animus
against the Ukrainlans as such., But
people who openly gnva expression
to opinlens that were not in the in-
terest and welfare of Canada would
be ronnded up no matter to what
nationality they belonged. He be-
lleved the Ukrainians ns a people
wero law-ablding, paeceable sub-
jects.

Mr. Norris stated that already ho
could tell the delegation, and he did
sO0 In a friendly spirlt, thnt somo of
their demiands wonld not ke granted.
as they were not consistent with the
requirements of a mixed popuiation.
But he could assure the delegntion
that the administration of the school
law in Manitoba wouid ajlways he un-
dertaken In a spirit of cancilintion.
Whatever steps wero taken would be

tnken with no thought of hostllity |

towards the Ukraninian people. What
the governinent desired most to, have

was the co-operation of the Ukraln-|.
lans and of the other natfonalitiecs of

the province.

S S s ST SO T W TR T T




	1916-02-04-MFP-Says-School-Law-Must-be-Changed-DUŽINA-TEKSTA-C 1
	1916-02-04-MFP-Says-School-Law-Must-be-Changed-DUŽINA-TEKSTA-C 2
	1916-02-04-MFP-Says-School-Law-Must-be-Changed-DUŽINA-TEKSTA-C 3

