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\Of Bilingual : Situation

: By H. H.

EWERT,

Formerly Mennonite Scheol Organizer for Manitoba.

Our province is aguin in the mldst ¢a grain of salt; still there is a good

of an ugltation over a school quos-
tion. Twenty-five years ugo, or Eo,
wo had the agltation over sep-
arate schools; today we have the ngle-
tution over bllingual schools. If a
question ko this is to bo settled
aright it must be studied In all its
bearlngs and there must be a dispo-
sition to be Just and fair. Where
the intercsts of different scctlons of
the populption of o country clush
there must be a willingness of ench
opposing faction to got the view

,; point of the other and to weigh calm-

it all,

ly its contentions. 1[It is particularly
desirable In thls question that each

deal'of truth In it. Our conceptlons
become clearer and more defined by
contrasts and comparisons. The study
of another langunge necessitates that
constantly. The grummar of our na-
tive langunge becomes quite a differ-
ent things to us after we have com-
pared It with the grammar of sonie
other lunguage. Our versatility in
expression becomes Zreater, our ap-
preciation. of the force of certain
construction becomes keener the
more varied the forms of expression
which have come under our observa-
tilon and study. It is a matler of
common knowledge among educators

party try to put itself in the position , that students who have had bllingual

of the other,
and nabave all, to be reasonable,

|To take a position pro or con on

r
|

'your 10 or 12

such a question, merely from bias or
from preconceived unsubstantiated
nations, would be unworthy of an in-
tolllgent man. If we want to be fair
to the other glde we should also not
judge It from the words or ncts of
extremists, but should rather find
out what the main body wants.

A8 the T'ree Preds, with unceasing!
repetition and Increasing emphasis
13 contending for the abolitlon otl
bilingual teaching and as no presen-
tation of the other side, which has
gone fully iInto the varlopus phases
of thisy question, has appeared in Its
columis, [ shal]l endeavor to present
some rcasons why the government
should not be hasty in this matter
and abollsh bllingual teaching alto-
gether,

Present Clause Must Go.

I want to say in advance that I am
not golng- " to contend for the reten-
tlon of that feature of thoe present
schoo] law that makes it obligatory
upan the school authoritles to ap-
point a bhilingual teacher. when the
parents of ten school children in a
district demand it." I shall not con-
tend for the teaching of a second
language to the detriment of the
English language. I shall absolutely
not contend for the furnishing of an
opportunlty in our schools to foster
foreign nntlonnl sentiment, and I
shall <ertainly not contend for the
prepost.¢ous proposition that the
government of an English-speaking
country shal] educate teachers to
teach foreigners in thelir foreign
tongue., But I shall contend for the
privilege to teach n second langunge
in .communlities where there i a
practically unanimous sentiment for
it and where the trustees can find
legally quallfled teachers to glve
suclh instructien. I shall try to be
reasonable, In addition [ might state
that I feel confldent that I am vole-
Ing the sentlment of the progressive
Mennonites with whose educntionul
Interests [ have Identified myself.

The teachlng of his native lan-
guage to his chlidren is a duty which
the forelgner owes to himself, to hls
chlldren, and to the greater good of
the state. Put yourself in the posi-
tion of u foreigner or one who has
grown up in this country without
any knowledge of. the .English lan-
gyaee. Let his childrep attend oply
a monolingiun]l Encglish school, llerc
they learn to read and write only In
English. The chlldren grow up and
In the course of tlme leive home,
Mother would like toe hearr from
them. The children write, but only
In English. Mother can’t rend kEng-
lish., She must take the letter of
her child to some ncighbor to have
it interprcted for her. Then she
wants to write to her daughter, may
be some things of a very private na-
ture, things that are not for others:
oves and ears. No way out, she wlill
have to draw a third party into her
secrets, a person who can write to
ier daughter in English, for her
daughter cannot read a letter Evritten
in her mother’s tongue. Isn’t that

gad? |
Question of Church Services.

Again as Christian parents—and
many forelgners are very devout and
sincere Christians—they want to glve
their .children the proper religious
training. They want to take them
along to church and worship with
them. They want to put thelr child-
ren in possession of that faith which
has been so -preclous to them. Of
course, thelr church services arc con-
ducted in their language,-no forelgn
tongue; their hymns are written in
that tongue and the preacher
preaches in that tongue. But thelr
children cannot join in the singing of
their hymns and they can but Im-
perfectly understand the preaching,
for the language of the pulplt 1s quite
difTerent from the langtluge of the
home. What follows? The children
ind the church service very tedlous,
and instead of a growing attachment
to the church there l§ a growing
estrangement from It Finally, par-
ents nnd children cannot worship God
together. Isn't that sad, too? You
gav, let these children attend services
that are conducted in n language
which they have lea_ruetl to under-
stand in school. \ouid Yyou send

-yvear-old chlltilren“ Olll%

seck pastures tfor themseives.
;?m do, I',ou arc an unnatural parent.
The chances are that in such cases
the children would find the street the
most congenial pasture. It surecly Is
a .calnmity if parents permit condi-
tions to shape themselves in such a|
wayv that it becomes Impossible, or}
at least very difficult, 1ob them to be
the puldes of thelr children to find
thelrr God and thelr Savior.

You say such parents may stlll]
exert thelr religious influence In their
home. Do you know to what narrow
Iimits the oppartunity for that some-
thines dwindles down? The writer
has found famllles of foreigners oOn
this continent where there was no
communication between parents and
children by means of o common lan-
guage. The parents spoke In thelr
native language to their children ‘nnd
the children would answer in [ng-
lish. None could use the language of:
the other. They understood each]
other as long as no ono ventured
heyond the affairs of the household,
The exchange of views on soclal.
moral or rellgious toples lay beyond |
the range of tho poss ble. Instead
of a wide brldge over which {reighted !
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away from them.

' Mennonites will feel strongly to act

slu-
dents with only monolingual training,
Tho billngual * Mennonite Collegiate
Ingtitute of Gretna has at varlous
times sent students to the Winnlpeg
colleges and more thun n proporticn-
ate number of these have stood at
tho head of thelr classes in English
composition.

The writer has In hls possession a
report fromm the superintendent of
tho schools of Clncinnati, where, in
part of the schools, monolingual and
bilingual claeses were taught concure
rently. e says that repeatedly teach-
cra of Iinglish composition would
come to him and ask to have those
classes assigned to themm where the
chlldren learned.{wo lunguages, for
they could In theso clusses secure
better rosults in English composition
than in the others. T'he notlon which
some people scem to have thit to the
extent to which & second lunguage is|
taught to that extent the IZnglish
language must be neglected 18 entirely |
erroneous. [ maintain, therefore, that
with a properly qualifled and rightly
Intentioned teacher in charge of the
school the English luingunge stunds to
gain from tho teaching of o second
language, - K

Next as to culturc proper. Iach
language has a soul of its own. Therc
Is & somothing indeflnable and yet
distinctly fmpressing us Imbedded In
each language. l.ot us =ay it Is the
composite soul of a natlon that lIs
speaking to us, Is it something that
{s worth while listening to? 1Is It
worth whlle openiug one's “heart to
recelve an Influence from it? Surely
that scoul, which is the growth of
ages, must carry a depth, & richness
with It, 2 variely of highly developed
attributes, ap Individuality that must
be highly attractfve for us. It is
an education for us to come In con-
tact with o great personality or a
strongly deveioped character. To
come In contact with the soul of ana
other natlon cannot but be attractive
and have n stimulating and, maybe,
ennobling influence upon us; it will
have its distinct effects upon our
mental outlook, our feelings, aund our
sympathies,

Cross Fertilizations.

We prize Il as a wlise provision for
our Creatlor that he has gliven the
child a father and a mother—two
souls with distinct characteristics to|
influence him. We plty-the child that]
grows up without & mother, and-we,
pity the child that grows up without
a father. Might we not almost =ay
weo pity the Individual whose coursc:
of cducation has been such as to
deprive him of the rich experience
which the coming In contact with the
soul of another nation will bring
himn? In a wider aspect, a nution
necds the contact with another nntion
If it Is to be heallhy, vigorocus uand
progressive. There must be i process,
of cross-fertilization by the exchange!
of the products of mind 'and - soul.
This exchange can take piace only
through indlviduals, but let these in-
dividuals be as numerous aus possible,
L.et me plead for a brond culture and
for extended opportunities to enrich
the mind!

I like to think of this country uns
cultivating a common language—the
English language. ut I also like to
think of this country as having
among its cltizens a large numher
who know [I‘rench, another Ilarge
number who know Germun, others
who know I’olish, Ruthenlan and any
olher language whose Iterature s
worth 1eadlng. This would c2en wide
aventites of culture and make uur’

|

niationa!l tife richer. The young people
thus broadened, and with perhaps
moroe o1 less Jdistinetly developed
characteplsties, wll meet in fuc-
torles and stores, their paths will
cross Iin various professions and cil-
lings, they will rub against each other
fn varlous wu)s, and what ecach can
be to the other, and what ecach can
give to the other, will be more than
it could have been [f their education
had been nlong narrower and morce
restricted lines.

Thinks It Would Benefit.

The retentilon of the privilego of
bilingual teaching will not retard, but
rather, hasten the progress of educa-
tion In the communlities of (orelgn-
ers, If i school {3 Lo be o success in
a community it must appeal to the
people of that communtity. If parents
do not likke the way a school is con-
ducted, their children will soon find
it ont, and If the parenty are indlt-
ferent, the children become indiffer-
ent,
parents aro Indifferent the teacher
will likely become indifferant, too. On
tho other hand, If the parents feel
that the school just mneets thelr wants!

—

they wlll encourago thelr children,

and tho encouraged children will en-

couraze thelr teacherr to put forth his

best efforts. In which school will
the Inspector find 1most progruss'.'l
Such alttitude, as Hrst  described,

would, no doubt, be taken by all the
pcople who are anxlous for bilingual
teaching, If that privilege were tulken
Whers would be
the galn?

VWhether or not atteampts would be
made In other settlements of foreign-
ers to supplant the publi¢ schools hy
private schools, I am nol In a posi- |
tfon to tell, but [ know that the

in that direction. 'They would .rather,
leawve the country than give up thelr
language. The establishment of pri- |
vate schools would mean pooier pald
teachers and, as a consequence.l
What the

would

of heart and mind could pass to and' government 'do i{n such cases? Send
fro, there was only a frall plank to!dragoons out to force the people?

lk.on.
lellng could be carried over that?:

There is none too much wholesome
influence In our country; there ls

How much treasure do you They don't do that In Russia, and:

they don't do‘'it in. Prussia, and it
would be a sad day for falr Manl-
toba, with a “Hberal” government utI

none too much religious influence ex-!the’ helm, if such harslr proceedings

erted upon our young people.
it not behoove us to keep ull chau-l
nels and avenues of such Influence!
open, and cherish and husband every
little contribution that might be made
townrd the Increase of "this _sm'ln.t;:
and preserving force 'of our nation?-

I therefore contend that the gov-
ernment would lay a2 hardship upon
the struggling forelgn settler and In-
directlsy diminish a source of ‘supply
of moral and religlous force if it for-
bnde the teaching of a second lan-
~uage 'in the public schools,

Cultural Value.

The teaching of a second languace
& of zreat cultural value. Goethe,
that great student of the human soul,
has sald:” “A person who-doea not
tnow  another languago™ knows

nothing of his owa,” Take this with

"have succecded
able enthusiasm for good
among a section of the Mennonites.
| They have become so ambltious to
| get good teachers for their schoo!s
| that they have established two In-
stitutions In which bllingual teachors
arc trained. These have for some
yvears turned out third and second
clase teachers, who, of course, pase
the regular prescribed examinations,
This vear the Institute at Gretna has
even undertaken to prépare o cluss
of candldates for
teachers' examinatlon.
tion Is to make Lheir schools the best
in the province. Now tnke away

from them the priviiege of teaching

Does | gshould be ipstituted here.

Under the lihcral provisions of thei
present school law some workers
(0 arouse conslder-
schools

the filrst cluss
Thelr ambi-

|

und if the children and thelrlf
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‘@ sccond language {n thelr schools—
‘a. privilege shich they have nover
aoused—and then como and sce a
disappolnted nnd dejected people!
Too bad to kill such noble amblition,
fsn’'t it?

Now, whether or not the discour-
agoment In other foreign settlo-
ments wll be greater or less than
amohg the Mennonites, there, mno
doubt, will be some. \What possible
advantage, may {t bhe asked, could!
there be galned for the schools In
English-speaking districts if bilin-
guallsm were abolished? None, ab-
solutely none. If, then, thero {s no
gain at other places to offset the dls-




couragement (n the bilingual dls-

tricts, the province stands to loso

on the score of educatlonal progress.
As to National Sentiment.

Tho retention of the privilege of
bilingua! teaching wlil not hinder,
but rather promote, the developmont
of a common n.iational scntimment
This s a startling statemont. But
let us see, If bilingual teuaching Is
banished from the public schools,
that will not banish the teaching of
forelgn languages from the pro-
vince. The I‘rench wlill find a way
of teaching French to thelr children;
the Germans of teaching German to
thelr children, and s0 on. Some sort
of private schools will ho estnblished,
either to take altogether the place
of the public school or to furnish o
supplementary cducation in the de-
sired second language. These schoo!s,
not belng under the dircct super-
vision of the department of educa-
tion, would more likely be inclined to
combine with the teaching of the
forelgn language also the Inculcatlion
of forelgn natlonal sentiment.

These schools wlll often be taken
charge of by recent arrlvals from the
old countrles becaunse, not able to
find other employment, they wlill be
willing to serve chenper than one to
whom other opportunities are open
in this country. If such a person s
not very watchful, he may let him-
sclf go the way he has been wound
up and preach patriotism for a for-
eign country. Take, on the other
hand, the teacher In a bilingual
publiec school. He must first have
had hls education In English In somse
school of this country; he will then,
If neglected so far, get the proper
petting of his mind In his normal
course; he will catch the national
spirit at teachers' conventions and
other gatherings; and his work will
finnlly be under the supervision of
the inspector. There s no reason
why. in speaking French or Polish
or German to his ohlldren, he should
not impart to the children a love for
this country and a feeling of brother-
lhood for all members of this natlon.

“Some Extremists.” ,

The solidarity of sentiment wil?
not be secured by forced uniformity,
but rather by the promotion of
happiness and contentment. If we
want to secure such sentiment, then
wo are heading In the wrong dlrec-
tion by ungenerously passing lawas
which will make large scctions of
our people dlscontented. The Irish
do not feel themselves very much
nttached to the Engtish. Is it he-
cause of some difference in the lin-
guistic part of thelr training? Oh,
no; it Is because they fee! them-
selves {ll-treated by the English. In
Switzerland they speak three langu-
nes, and many of thelr schools are
bilingual. Are the people on thnat
nccount at loggerheads +with each
other? They scem to be pulling.
nicely together. No doubt, as a
f[reedom-loving people they abhor
unnecessary restrictions and are
gencerous towards cach other.

It must be admlitted that we have
In this province nmang the advocates
of bllingu’ llsm some extremists who
in the zeal for thelr cause make
foolish utterances. such. for Instance,
ns cnioining upon thelr countrymen
the duty of cultivoting separate
nationalistic sentiments. T think we
had better not take the utterances ot
these men very serlously. They can-
not -do:- much:- harm. Thelr sent)”
ments ma)- perhaps, be sghared by’
some who, like them, have been born
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In a fordign country..- They will find
it practically-Impossible to plant the

‘same. sentiment Into the generation

of -their; people that' graws up here,

srecefves” jts _education In the publio
schdglg.and {g_ made acquainted with
British.and -Canadian ideals .through
the study of British and- Canadian

hiBtDP’J’. 8 _
* “Pglitical and Economic. .

- The abolition’ of billngual teaching
in_ schools would have undesirable
political. and economic ecffects, It
will cause all the forelgners and the
IFrench-to bunch together to ‘act as
n unit. The question of bilingual
teaching will become with them the
question of paramount importance.
Let the political jssue be what It
may they will not be open to rea-
soning. They will not stop to look ut
n question, but will voto with the
party that promlises them na favor-
able consideration of thelr grievance.
The skliful poilitienl manipulator wlil
tnke advantage of this sltuation, and
the result of the election will not
register the true opinlon of the peo-
ple. This |g not desirable. \WWe should
not furn‘sh politiclans with such a
sure asset. If harsh mensures aro
adopted now, the bilingunl qucstion
will for a long time remain a source
of acrimonious debate, bltterness of
feeling, discard and strife, The party
that would be disadvantageously af-
fected 18 too large to :Ee quickly
brought into n state of qulet sub-
mission. Let us not jecopardize tho
peace of this our good province!

The adoption of restrictive meas-

ures for the schoolg would also have
its detrimental effects upon cmigra-
tlon, It has fallen greatly to the
foreigners to bieak up our prairles,
to clear our woodlands, to dig our
scwers and bulld our streets. Much
land lles Idle yet, much work is to
be done yeat in the clties. Tho war
s depleting tho ranks of our farin-
ers and our laborers., We want newe-
comers, and we want many of them.
Will they come? Reports of an Injur-
lous nature have already gone forth
into other lands about Canacda. Let
these forelgn settlers now write to
thelr friends about the ungencrous
attitude of n ‘arge number of the
people are taking toward them In
the matter of education, let themn
write about the strife and discord In
which we are living, will thelr frlends
fee)l invited to come here and cast
thelr Jot with us?

No Trace of Accent.

The Jaw guaranteelng bilingual
teaching should not be expunged but
changed. What changes should
he made might be suggested
by a study of the causes why many
of the blllngual schools do not show
better results In the teaching of Eng-
lish, That the sys&em itself s not
the cnuse Is proved by the roport,

‘published by the department of edu-

catlon, on the giraded schools of St
Bonliface, Ste!nbach and \Winkler, as

well as the reports on the rural
‘wchools of DBurwalde, Blumste:,

Bloomfield and others, In recgard to
whiech schools the reports say that
thelr work In English 18 very salls-
factory. It Is further proved hy the
regular departmental report for 1915,
page 149, where Mr. Weldenhammer
«avs nbout the candidates prepared in
hilingunl schools: “A marked Ime-
nrovement 18 noticeable in the Eng-
ish of the candidntes who presented
themselves .for examinntlon this
vear. Most of these speak IEnglish
without anyv trace-of forelgn accent,
and are capable of taking their plnces

in Any schéo] of the province.”

The unsatisfactory state of some
of the other bilingual schools muy be
due to one or more of the following
causes: Recentness of the cstublish-
ment of thoe school. Indifference of
the people in regard to education. Ir-
regulnr attendance. Shortness of the
school term. Inabllity of sccuring a
teacher. Employment of poorly quali-
led teachers. \What means could be
adopted to 1emove these causes? The
firet two cannot be touched by any
mw. To remove the third and: fourth,
1 sultable lnw has already becn
enacted. There remains the question
of teachers. Will th!s be solved by
the abolitlon of billngual teaching?
Perhaps in a limited way. The way
Sectlion 224 of the school law reads,
any person in the absence of a
legally qualified teacher, capable of
apeaking the desiied languages
could be employed as a teacher. This
has actually been done In many
cases. Poor teaching has been the
regult, and the law s to be blamed

for it

Make it a condition that such bllin-
cual instruction must be given by o
tecacher who hag passed the regular
departmental examination and let
it further be provided that If no such
teacher 18 to be found then the school
must employ an English teacher.
This would remedy the evil In many
districts. But they tell us that Eng-
lish teachers will not go Into the
schools among some of the forelgn-
ers. Here the department of educa-
tion should be glven authority to
denl with such cases as best they

can,
Primary Classes.

The law, then, should be changed
in" such a way as to untie the hands
of the department of education 5O
that it may Insilst on the employ-
men{ of properly qualified teachers
in bllingual schools, the same as in
other schools.

To remove the fear that the privi-
lege of bilingunl teaching might be
abused a timo limit for such teach-
ing might be set. In order that this
mnishet be sufficlent and also enough
time be" left for the teaching of the
regular school branches the condi-
t'on might be made that the school
day, throughout the school term shall
consist of slx hours and the school
term in graded schools be not less
than ten monthe, and {n rural schools
not less than say cight or nine
months, Le., o month or so longer
than It usually lasts. Thus alinost
enough time* would®' be gained for
tecaching the extra subject. In priin-
ary” grades the -teacher should have
permlission to use the native langunge
of the child Incldentally at any time

of the day.
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