TheDay :-;t the Capital

(5luiY Carres pondencs.)

Ottawa, Feb. 10.—There are Indica-
tlons of an awakening on the part of
Ottawa out of the attitude of trust-
fulness and benevolence which {4 has
hitherto malntn.ln'ed towvard “our
“ tedend the allen enemy.”

'This morning, an investigation inta
the destructlion of the Grunt-Ifelden
clothing firm fire was concluded, and
from the evidenco adduced the sus-
piclon~exists that the tiré, which
destroyed the bullding and its con-
tents, was “set’” in several places.

This afternoon a Dominlon chemist
of the wmines hranch entered the
parliament bulldings firo Inquiry
armed with a small hattle, He
poured ths contents upon  some
papers, and the commlission walted
interestedly for- tho result., In fivo
minutes the papecrs mysteriously
burst into flamo.

Time For An Alibi.

Tho chemist Informed the board
that combustion might tm' delayed
tor fifteen minutes by careful pre-
paration of the fluld. ‘That would
just be about time for a man_ to go
(rom the hill to tho station and get
onto the night train:, It.would also
provida sufficlert tinfe:for:tlhie prov-
Ing .of an ahselute-alb); - IL was upon
this theory as applled ..to, thb,'ﬁdﬁ.
lagration on the hill that the coni.
misslon worked today.

The suspicions aroused- by suth
circumstances is finding ent {o




various ways. A local paper has
published a list of men of German
birth holdirng positions of trust In
the olvil service of Canada, Thoy
fnolude Dr. Gussow, .chief Dominion
botanist: Dr. Haanel, head of tho
mines branch; A. Kastolla, mechani-
cal superintendent of dredging; G.
Heldmann, secrotary of the minister
of marine and naval service; and
others. In addition, mentlon was
mado.of Capt. Hahn, Gen. Hughe-a
chicf intelligence officer at the front.
Colincident with! the puhllcatlon of
this list comes news from Toronto
of the formation of an "un_t.i-Genunn
league,” which is undertaking a cam-
paign to oust men of German origin
from the clvil service. ‘And the
Ottawa ' press also takes a strong
stand on the matter.
These Officlals Unfriendly.

“We have no reason to belleve”
says the Free Press tonlght, *that
‘“the Germans holding high offices in
“ this country are unfriendly towards
* Canada. But they have less rcason
“to be friendly toward us than the
“Germans who carried out the pro-
“paganda of plots In the United
“States had reason to be friendly to
“that country. And the United
“States had no reason to suspcct
“the Germans until the evidence
“was unearthed. We have seen how
“far o*her Germans could be trust-
1 1 1"]1}'.511!!1!1(1 we trusl the ap-
“ parently innocent Germans holding
“high office in Canada?"

The question arose !z the house
this afternoon. iion.. J. D. Hnzen
rose to defend his secretary, and to
state that he wou!d stick by him as
long as his secretary stuck by him.,
Mr. Heldmann had been born In
Germany, but had come to Canadn
a chlld In arms, when his paronts
left dlssatisfied with thelr fatherland
to find a new home In Canadn. e
had n brother flghting in the ranks
in I‘#:mlers. 11o wns himself a falth.
fu]l and trustworthy employee, but it
was not true that he had nccnss to
confldential documents and corre-
spondence,

Gen. Hughes to the afence,

Gen. Hupghes nlso ceame to the de-
fence aof hly intelligence ofNicer, but
he qualifled his former description of
him by stating that he wns n Ger.
man-Canadian. Ile had won the
D.S.0.. and was absolutely roliable.

Dr. Pugsley, M.P. for St. John, wns
not at all satizfled with the manner
ln which the government dealt w:th
the allen enomy question, It was a
noor student of rsychology, for |t
Interncd men who were noaluily ‘de-
monatrative and It allowed the man
who kept his mouth shut—but his
ears open—his freedom and his job.
The man who kept his own counself
might be a far more dangerous mnan
tnnn the nne who talked loudly.

Nobody came (o the defence of
Messrs. Kastella, Haanel or Gussow.,

The senete has also taken a hand
in connctelen with the questlon.
Senator Cloran oxprossed strong op:
position to the Damrosch band com-
ng to Otlawa since mnny of ity
members were Germans. They
might, he declared, carry bombs in
thelr violins, hand grenades In thelr
'cellos and base horns. And it now
appears that the German members
are to be replaced by Russians and
that no German musie will be played.
The nerves of Ottawa at present
conld not stand for It.

However, amid all this, Cal. Sher-
wood, through a memo to the house
this Afternoon, stnted that he did not
think that the flre on the hi!l was the
result of n malleclous nct.

Extension of Parliament.

Menntime the scnate after an hour
and na  half Jdebate thls afternoon,
passed the resolution providing for.
the extenslon of parliament. The nd-
dress, sultably engrossed, wlill at once
g0 forward to the Brltish parlia-
ment,

Among the important losscs fn the
parllament bulldings flre wns the
corrospondence and private and pub-
!le documents of Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
His office {n the west win was fire-
swept, and scarcely any of his papers
accumulated during the past fouri
years as leader of the oppositlon
were saved. The Intimate docu-
mentary history of Liberallgm mu!!|
parifamentary proceedings as con-
tained In the files of his office l:ms1
been lost. Apart from the incon-
venlence to the “Liberal leader him-.!
self of the loss of many of his papers:
of reference and his correspondence,
there is undoubtedly a loss to the
future historian, to whom such of
Sir Wirid’s papers as might havo
been published would have been of
inestimable vajue. |

Has New Office. ‘

Sir Wilfrid is now Installed in a

|
I



nhew offlce in the present quarters
of parliament, It has .beon appro-
printely fixed up over night, and Is
one of thu best ot the “mushroom”
oftlces of the new house of parlia-
ment. An oll pn.lnt.lng of Alexander
MaocKenzle, his predecessor as Lib-
oral premler of Canada, hangs \n.ppro-
priately abovo his deck, part of the
galvage from the flre. Mr. Mac-
Kenzle worked as o mason on tho
earller portions of tho 'bufldincs, and
later, when premler, supervised the
structure of the llbrary. Jt still
stands intact o monument to ‘his
memory.
H. B. M. €
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