A8 TO LOYTALTY.
'nonbtlesu the resoluuon' passed
py otber day by the “Innlp:ag
poard of Trade advocating the dis-
mnch{ncment. ot naturalized aliius :
gatil thelr respecth:n countries cf .
orgin relinquish all rightc of clll'zel?- .
fhip over them was prompted by the H I
best and highest motlves. For alt
hat, its wisdom and that ol many | .
pher supgestions TNOW belng put|,
porward rezarding tho immigrant | ,
sgpulation may be considered doubt-|
fik :
with regard to the Board ot l
rade’s tesolution, the principal | |
pdot about it is its futllity. The
ehject of the policy advocated 1is ob- | ;
tously to induce certain Buropeat |
countries to sbandon any civil or}

1

ek S hed

-ahitlcal claims upon thelr emigrat-
s population. Would the placing
by Canada of civil disabilities upor |,
(1+h {mmigrants Induce tho Euro-|
pean Governments in question to re- | |
laquish thelr claims? TWould it not |
ntker achleve one of the very ob-|;
jec's which have moved these Gov-
eenmente to assert them? ]
]
1
|
:

For while the vilew may be
bogestly held that the chief object
of these claims Iis to maintain
cenires of natlonalist agitation in
the countries to which European
population emigrate, most immigra-
fion agents, we think, would take
the vlew that the chief object Is to
prevent emigration from the Euro-
pean countries in question. Is It
desirable that European Govern- |
rents should be assisted in keeping
jmmigrapts out of Canada?

Moreover, the Governments ¢ |,
guestion are not solely those of our
ceemies. The Russlan Government
pre-emiuently asserts this ecluim of|
fudefeasible citlzenship. It Is true|
trat by means of a petition to the
Czar a Russlan subject may obtain
release from Russlan citizenship, |
but practically not a single Russian
coming to Canada secures such o
release. The way of tho petition Is
long and expensive.

A supporter of the resolution lnI
questlon is reported as having ex-
plained his position by saying “that
“there had been abundance of evld-H
*ence for some timeo past to show
:how cheaply citizenship was prized
by vast numbers of foreigners
"toming into Canada, and pointed
:out that no one should have a
Iumlce lg the government of this
.country until complete satisfaction
bad been estadblished as to thelir
" !oralu'.':

‘?‘ith any and cvery attempt to
#4618t the foreign population to an
Wpreclation of Canadian ideals and
1 an understanding of the respons!-
Hllles and obligations of cltizen-
" in a free democracy there must
ecessarily be the widest sympathy.'
There s & great need for sym- |
WMthetic education of the foreign
Mpwiatlon, becausc It has by the
"1y pature of the situation, lackeil
CPportunities to understand ana an- |
brecfate the ways and methods of
British communitles. l

Bat the situation hardly merits al
teneral suggestion of disloyalty
zalost the forclgn population. It
' ttue that there have becn' some
Iy razrettable bapnenings in Can-
“a since the war bLroke ou: and
'ome grievous disappointments in
”:'19 attitude and conduct of non-
l’--‘3'81lllh-speak.!ns; citizens loug In
thls country. Yet, taking all this
f”!b' Into consideration, there Is no
Vidence that the hulk of our non-
Eﬂslish-sneaking population, elther
9 the‘land or in the towns, has
tled disloyally or harbored dis-
5al fntentions,
rln considering this matter of
¥ally, it mignt be well to remem-
br the antl-British movement In
;3‘9 Province of Quebec prior to the
it General Electlon. The agita-
;J:U, 45 everyone knows, wis largely
'l Jnc.ed by good (sic) English-
EPEakmg citizens and by good (sic)
&"E“Sh-speaklng newspaper organs.
W on the part of thousands of
.&uadlans of prominence and re-
:Onﬂlbﬂlt}', who knew exactly what
"‘3 golng on, there was a master-
‘0 and eloquent silence.
fogne could pursue thls theme, un-
- Udately, much further. Loyalty,

Per-loyalty in fact, was the stock-
:;lrade for long weary years in this
dﬂ“"lﬂce of politiclans whose moral
‘-Dravity is still, nfter months of
“Neations, a source of amnzement




and consternation. Yot this regime,
whose record It -seems {impossible
oven to touch without loosing a Pan-
dora's box of evll, was supported
year in and yoar out by a large
number of our supposedly best citi-
zens.

Bearing these things in mind—
not tc speak of the distressing re-
velations of graft and scandal In
connection with war supplies—It is
easier to be charitable to our ‘for-
eign-born population.
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