IS THIS SORT OF THING
GOING ON{

To tho Edltor of the Free Press.

Sir,~—I belleve It would not be out
of place to call the attention of the
provincial government and the peo-
ple at |erge to the custom of trans-
terring property to onc's wife for
the purpose of defrauding poor peo-
ple of their hard-earned money.

[ would llke to give my own case.
I am g man with o wife and two
children, who since the war broke out
have had an Income in cash, for work
performed, of $400, to live on during
almost 20 months, of whieh nine
months were winter,

I performed work for a. resident of
Manitoba avenue, plastering for hifm
n block on Corydon avenue, and two
houses on Lansdowno avenuye, work
amounting to $1,520, for which I
have recelved $260, having to psy
out of my own savings over $700, to
laborers and plasterers who were
working on the properties,

When I tried to collect the $1,295
owing to me I was Informmed by my
employer that all the property was
transferred to his wife, and when 1
nppcaled to him to give me at least
n part of the payment so as to enable
me to Keep my family fed nnd warm,
this man, who lives In a very nlcely-
appolnted home of his wlife's, of
course, told me to try to get the
money through the courts, ns he has
not got any money or property.

I. a poor tradesman* who came
from Poland to better my and my
family’'s lot, have pnld evary cent
carned by the laborers whom I hired
to work with me for this well-flxed
resldent,

In the same period I performed
some work on g house for a res!dent
of Norwood, who, when I tried to
collect the $100 coming to me, ad-
vised me that he had no property,
even his automoblie belng trans-
ferred to his sister's pame. Another
gentleman, for whom I worked plas-
tering houses In Ilappyland owed
me $225. but I was only able to col-
lcet $150, and now it is imposasible to
find out to swhom those houses be-
long and by whom they were bullt.

"our hundred dollars earned by
day labor and $376 collected on ac-
count of $2.071, put In cash, and own
hard work far speculators in houses
and blocks, is my record since the
war broke out.

Can such injustice not be stopped
by legislation, prolhibiting a_man to
hide the -money stolen from poor
workmen behind the women's skirtg?
I am sure that If anyone were to
make o canvass of the foreign
iradesmen and laborers in the chwy
of Winnipeg, to Inquire how many
are being robhed of thelr hard-earned
money and work, how many chiidren
are being underfed, cold and not
clothed, on account of hold-ups shni-
lar to my otwn, It would be a revela-
tion to many a citizen belleving that
we foreigners find a paradise com-

inr here.



