OTTAWA FIRE EVIDENCE STILL CONTRADICTORY
ThezGlobe (1844-1936); Feb 23, 1916; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Globe and Mail
pg.

OTTAWA FIRE EVIDENCE
STILL GONTRADICTORY

(Canadlan Press -Depatch.) i
Ottawi, Feb. 22.—The evidence be-
ing given before the Board of Inqulry
which is problng the Parllament
Bufldings fire in still contradictory
as to whether there were explosions
during tho progres the fire gr not.
Several witnesscs at tosdny's sestlons
thought the explosions were natural
occurrences in a blaze of such an ex-
Lent,

There was a verbal clash Dbetween
the Ottawa I'ire Chlef, Mr. Graham,
und the Deputy Minister of Publie
Works, Mr, J. B. Hunter, at the!
morning session, as to the methods
employed in protecting the  public
Lullding=.

A protest was miade  apainst lhe|
practice of allowing allen enemics on
parole to report to the Comimnlssioner
uf Dominion Police in the ecastern
yblock and wander at will saround that
butlding, which contalns the money
cvaults. There were also  protests
against the lnudequate fire protection
-in the east block.

y  Ldeut,-Col. Tascherenu, Senlor Ord-
nuncy Otlicer, at the afternovn ses-
}nion. sald ho heurd four or five dif-
ferent explosions, IHe had heard a
.nwmber of shells exploding at Peta-
|wawa und the noise was something
like thut. If shells were placed in
tthe bullding, the heat, If sufficiently
great, would ignite the detonator and
cause the shells to explode,
That it would be Impossible for the
electric wiring to have caused the fire
{ was the opinion of Mr, W. G. Thomp-:
1 &on, clectriclun. Had there been a
i short clrcult all the lights would huve
. gone out ut the very first, i

W. A. Charlton, M.P, in the morn-
ing, told of his cscape via the base-
ment from Room 115, when he heard
;the alarm,  From his knowledge of !
jthe inflammable nature of the read- |
jing-room and adjoining corridors hel
. would have expected the flire to spread .
lag fast as one could run. He had

heard no explosions, .

. MuacCormack, Clerk in the!

Library, denied that there had been

any looting by the 77th Battalion. A

large collection of colns ‘s une

touched, and if there had been any:
itendency. to pilfer the soldiers could
L have rifled  their pockets with them, '
. A. lesueur, n chemlical engineer
of twenty-six years' standing, sald
~thut a fire such as described by Mayor
Martin was not caused in any ordin-

ary maounner, bhut resembled one start-
" ed with chemlicals or an incendiary

homb., He deseribed the action of in-:
cendiary chemleuls (o hear out his

opinion. Mr. Frank Glasx® description
' was read to witness. “That sounds:
" like an ordinury fire,” he sald, '

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



