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AMERICAN.CLUB FIRE .
DUE T0 BAD WIRING

Alien Enemies Not Responsible
for Toronto Tragedy

INVESTIGATION

FINISHED

Wtectrioal Equipment ot the Buildi
Was Defoctive, Wircs Being Orver-
fased, in Onlmon of Experts->Nasty
lnslnnnlons Removed by (‘oroncr

o
. <l st
e ..

That [alien’ enemlen were ‘not  re-
mponsible for the desu'ucuon by fire
of the Amorican Club was practically
vstablished yesterday at the conclud-
ng gession of the inquiry
‘nto ' the cause the tragedy.
Additional  evidence of an lm-
vortant character, Introduced by
the Provincial Corvoner, placed. an
entirely different complexion upon
the evidence taken by the former sit*
tings, at which tho Crown had rullul
after an exhaustive examlnnuon ‘of
the different witnesses to obtain di-
tect -information upon the theory thut
explosives had been used in the de-
struction of the building, in* which

two lives were lost and several others
were Injured.

Ocfective Electric Wiring,

While Provincial Coroner Jos. I,
Rogers declined to give udvance in-
formation as to the probuhle cause of
the fire, which he will furnish the At-
torney-General next week, there 1s
every reason to believe {rom tho char-
acter of the evidence introduced yes-
terday that it will be laid down to!
defective eloctric wiring. Both Pro-
vinclal Coroner Rogers and Lieut.-
Col. R. H. Greer, County Crown At-
torngy, who acted for the Crown,
have fully satisfied themselves that.
mpart from the possibility of the ex-
plosions having been caused by air
compressure, there I8 no evidence
that allen enemles had guined access
to the building, or that the four
Austrianas employed in the c¢lub had i
any connection with the fire. :

An Antiquated Building.

After hearing the cvidence disclus-!
ing the fact that the electric wiring !
in some pertions of the buflding was |
decidedly antiquated and defective the !
representatlves of the Board of Gov-!
ernors, who had previously advanced .
the theory that it had been the vile'
work of an alien enemy. concluded
that the defective wiring was unque
tionably the cause of the fire, Jt was'!
brought out that Mr. W. J. Bate, an'
asgsistant inspector of the Pruvinelal -
Hydro-olectric Commission., who had '
examined the wiring, had found strik- i
ing evidences of the wires having bheen
overfused, a situation which always:
l2ads to probable danger of fire,

Overfused Wires.

The contention of Inspector u.m-
as to the yassibility of overfused wires .
atarting the fire was endorsed by A
sistant City Architect Price, who dc-'
clared ai he had witnessed a prac- !
tical demefastration along such lines,
at a recent convention of architects’
in Chicago. He stated that the over-!
fusing caused an insulation of the!
wire, which at the weak points would !
subsequently melt and flame up, with :
the result that it would iznite lh(',!
joists, if the wires were not encased |

i
|
i

of

in conduits. Mr. James Ingham, a:
retired builder and building inspector,
declared that after a third examina-;
tion of the ruins he was still satisfied !
that the fire started in the ceiling
. above the dome in the loungc-roam
on the main floor and worked itsway
through the joists to the dining.room,’
Mr. Ingham showed that the ureat-;
est destructlon was done by the tire
in thils part of the building in whizh
the electric wires were not encased
in conduits. Inspector Bate produac-

With respect to the presence i the tionhally poor, s0 much 80 that he war
jatter In the hasement, Albert toyle,' ubliged to insert somn new wire
the day engineer, who admitted hav-: making connections with the dome.
ing only a'slight knowledge of clec-! ST
ool work which he flenped fram: Incendiars's Vite Work,
tne inspector of the Fire Underwrit- In explaniation of the wording *n.
ers” Aessociation, sald that a thirty- ce ndlary’s vile work,” contiained iy a
five-amplere fuse had been used, Lyt! letter =ent out to the members iy
every time the two elevators started | the Bourd of Governors after the fire.
together a blow-out orcurred. ps.. My LU I Littlefied, a charter momn-
sequently he called in an elevator (x- | hor of the club, and a member of the
pert, who Inserted the FEf-ampiere. PBoanrl of Governors, stated that  he
hud formed the impression thut 1

had heen the work ol dien enemie-
from the newspaper aceannts, whiel

ed a 30-ampiere fuse, which he e
found in a room on the top ‘laar,: )
where a fuse of ten ampieres only: fuse and bridged it for experimenta!
was necessary. He also producad s reasons. At the same time Hoyle ox-
50-amplere fuse, which had been pressed the view that he was  gtil
bridged with a piece of lead «an  a . ratisfled the SS-ampiere fuse wouls
~onnection in the basement! with the answer the purpose. Gordon Moss
operating of the eclevators. i \\'I:u had Im;ull.- some electrieal e
Vpalrs in the ounge room,  testitied
H.d.- Only Slight Knowledze. ‘lh.nl the clectric wiring was  sxeep.
i

'

eluborated nnon the ‘tothut thepe
"had heen  <everal explosinnae before
and after the fremen had  reasher

the fire  ¢Soasenquentls he was Inelin.
od o think thot it had been dane by
FONG O '|I"Jll(”l"ll apainst ||l'
“club, which had extended the conrt.
eewes of the o to thie olficers  on.
saged in recruiting  the  Amerhear
o glon fur overseas service,

“Were _vou awure that thepe -
several [adien enemtes in the cmplay
cof the Glub?™ acked Col, Greer.

Captain Minard Il Charge.

‘re

“bald et know sueh a conrdition
existed,” replied My, Littlefield,  *tAs
ioverno: of the institution § kpew
sl the adling of the affairs of

the club direcily cime nuder the sop-

tervislon of Captain Minard prior to
the time he assimed  his innilitary
Juties, L othink son Wil find that
taerc are hotels in the city  where
Germans and Austebons aee cptoyed,
Towas entirely  ionor, of the fact
thai there were four Austrinns In the

clul’s eploy”

Messrs, 110 B Heoand Leniet
smembers of the Board of Gova-
crnors, declared that they had g

ground for suspicion or helinf that the
club wis in immediate daagepr of hes
itk blown up. TThey kneswe of no one
who had o grudae against the elub ar

had expressed anyihing derogatory ta
it
Hefers (o Lusinuations,

AL the ciore ol tae ey Pro-

vinciai Coroner Ropers made the fol-
lowing statement: “Insinuations have
been anade that the management of
the ‘\uu rican Club was in some way
responsihle on acceount of their finan-
einl position, el P ofeel 1 §s due ta
the m'm:u;.-('m('m of  the American
LClab that the insinuations shauld be
freanoved. There has been no evidence
to warrant auy such  Ime
ston, and 1 feel T am Justified in
that the Amertean Club krew
whiatever as to the origin of
other than what has been
out in evidence before this

Lthe fire,
’ hrouxhx
inquest.*
Mr. K. 1% Hedwon, the Provineial
|| ire Marshal, who attended all the

ipiuin;-,s it thatr he concurred in the

statement issued by the  IProvineial
Caroner.
The Provineial Coroaer also cans-

|p]imt-nu-d Comnty Crown Atturney It.

il. Greer for the able manner in which
e examiaed the fory-eight witnesses,
and referred to the goad work of De-
teetive Willinm Arehbbald and Aeting
Detective Nuarsey, who worked on the
tease and gathered the evidence,
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