UEBATE ON BILINGUAL
JUESTION RESUMED

Thornton Says Recent Study
of Conditions Showed Need

For Changing Law

RIGG DEFENDS MEASURE

The Committee Reports Election
Charges Not Justified--Return-
ing Officers Exonerated

That the repeal of the bhliingual
clause in the Schools aet was not
contemplated by him during the pro-
gress of the political campalign laut
summer was the statement made on
the floor of the Jegislature vaster-
day by the minlater of education.
Hon, Dr, Thornton.
~'The statement wigs made in reply
to n direct query from the member
for Morris, Jucquer Paient.

Hon. Dr. Thointon said that It
was nol untj]l Jast October that he,
nfter o ¢areful study of existing con-
ditlons, mirived at the conclusion that
leglslation was necessary. Up to that
time he had thought that tife condl-

tions could be 1emedied without the
icpeal of the clause. He had ex-
Plained the condltions. outlined in
the repoat which he had  recently
mnde tothe house, to the members
of the cablnet and later to the meci-
bers of the Liberal slde of the houxe.
nnd as n result the bill hud been
introduced.

The debate an the bllilngual ques-
ton was continued jesterday, .J. \W.
Wilion completed his speech nd
mande n strong finish.

Jucques Parent (Moiris). spohe
carnestly against the bHL, but wag
not harsh or severe In his remnarks
lie pointed oug that thelr lanzuage
was very dear to the hearts of the
I“tench peorle and that thev felt very
strongly nany attempt o interfere
with the use c¢f the jJanguage in their

schoole,
Bill Supported.

J. H. MecConnel! (Hamiota), m e
a brlef but eainest addiess in fivo?d
of the bill and pleaded for the elingr
Iination of 1ancor in the discusriof,
He declaied thot the speech of \r
Talbot (La Verand:ve) vmax “cold an
critel nnd Invited retuliation.”

R. A, Rigg spoke vigorousIy in des
fenze of the bill. He said he hnd
never discursed the question jn hie
campalgn, althouch theie were muyny
Rutheninan electors In his constitue.
ency. His Liberal opponent haéd
spread abaout a checular stating that
the government would not interfere
with the Iaurier-Greenwny »g.c~-
ment. and the fact that he (Rigg)
hiad been elected was nn iIndleation
to him as to how the people felt.

Arthur T.obb (Rockwood) hecan
what promliged to be one of the bhest
speeches of {he debate, and was
speaking at 6§ o'clockh when he imovedd
the adjournment,

The 1e0porr of the mivileges and
elections commmittiee was prcsentedlbyv
the chairman, S, K, Clement (3i1an-
don). It fu”.v exonerated the deputv
returning oif.eere a8 Lo the first
charge made v Mr. Rigg LAt they
had aobhstructsi monerly qualified
electors. ‘The report 1lso deal* with
the spollied ballote and declared that
there wars no evidence to show that
the returning offlcers had anything
to dd with the spolling marks.

Mr. Rigg expressed himsclf a<e gat.
Isfled with the repoit. espeelally a«
there was a clause which sald that
the investigation had been in the
public Intcrests,

Col, Clinzan (Virden), spoke te a
resolutlon agking for the transfer of
the 1esomcees of the province froni
the Dominlion. The resolution waw
seconded by A, PPrefontiaine, leaded
of the opposition, and was warmly



ondorsed by Premier Norrls., It wad
adopted unanhmously.
Wilton Objects to Report, :

Mr. Wililton, 1esuming hls address
on the Bllingnal bill, criticized & re-
port of his address of Thursday In
the Winnipeg Tribune. Ile objected
to the adjective “Inflaimmuatory™ as
applied to hilg address, and denied
that he nccused the opposition of
helng Natlonallsts of the Dourassa
type. The fact was, he had sald
there wits an apparent shinilarity be-
tween somme sentiments of the oppo-
sition nand thoso of the Quebec
Nationallsts. But the hon. membersy
had denied that they held Natlonal-
ist dQoctrines, and he accepted the
dlscinimer.

M. Wilton also took exceptlon to
a statement attributed to him in the
jee Press. Ile was 1eported as
saving that a deputation of fFiends
of bilingualism had walted on him
before the last election. This, how-
ever, was a mistake. The deputn-
tton had called on him only a few
davs ago, It was then that he had
stated his views, IIe was sorry, hut
he did not wish to claim fomething
to which he was not entitird,

M. Wilton referred to A statemont
‘v the effect that Cancda was not
conquered hy the Britlsh. To show
hat it was the speaker read fram
n article in the Encyclopedea DBrit-
niea, detalllng the conditiony of
the “Treaty of Paris. If he sald



%mlf;d& flad-not-bean conquered thon
olfe was not o hera. Mr, Wiliton
made other quotations tending to
establish the soverelgnty of the-Brit-
ish thlmB Dominion.
scovery Not E ;
nll'l{leferrlﬂs to Eho,clz?l?:u?lmt. orig-
lonaqu-f"lftauon' conferred constitu-
sald  df ghts on a people, My, Wilton
scovery was not enough. It
was necessary also to have the power
to hold: La Verandrye had pen-
etrated the west before other wllite
men. Alto, La Salle had discovered
the Mlssissipp! and had voyage:l
along that river to its mouth, If dia‘.
covery conferred constlitutional rights
France had such rig!
tan rights at New Or-
Bunsc today, In 18690 the Iudson’s
Drﬂl lt:mpany had sitrrenderdd to the
ah crown all iIts rights in the
Northwesl. Would the Dominion
government have boupght that land if
1t]he. law lords of tho emplre had nat
cen convinced that the company had
ﬁk'!lght to convey it? It was not
ely, Now tho province of Manitoba
~was comprised within the Fudson’'s
Bay grant, It was, thercfore, cleorly
shown that this land Jid not belong
to Brituin by nature of the 'T'reuty
of Pari : b
aris, but by virtue of n convey-
:gﬁg fl'%rru t.tho tHudeon's Bay com-
. O reil Lg 3
COI‘I'ld - y rights, therefore,

Mr. Wilton gald it had been arguca
that certain  legislation contgrled
rights on the IFrench In Manitoba
B“l:- one legislature could not bind ﬂ:
Hg slm}]uent m}u- It wasg the undoubt-
ed right of every legislature to repeal
the nets of its predecessors. The
speaker denied that ho was actuated
by any motive against the Irengh-
Canndians. He had many personal
friends among them-. But he believed
that bilingual schools were contrary
to the best interests of the le
The bill was in t} - peop‘u.
g _ 1 the Interest of tho

gn-speaking people from Europe.
How could they bhecome citlzens
without & knowlecdge of Fnglish? At
present, they were pariahs,

Full Rights Should be Granted.

T'ull 1ights should be granted o
them, so that they might develop
thelr possibliities, Who knew that
these people might not produce great
men for the future—great statesinen
cconomists, musiclans or poets? In
conclusion, the speuaker appealed 10
the house to pass the bill in the
interest of the language that had
made the empire. The emplre in
reality rested on the language, If
there weie no general use of I, the
:tr::{)cl:;n would become ke the Bialkan

Jacques PParent (Jlorfia) sald he
had agsumed a duty and he had to
perform [t. In the campalgn of 19141
very little hnd been sald about the
school question. Mr. PParent sald
that in 1915, however, Premler Norris
had told the Letellier electors that
he would not disturb the Laurier-
Greenwny agreement. 1t was qulte
i surprise, now, afler the election,
that tho atiitude should be ehanged.
He would vote agalnst the bill be.
cause he had promised his constit-
uents to stand by the Greenway-
Laurler agreement. He wanted f{o
nsk the mninister of education iIf he
had not had the change In his mind
before the last campilgn,

Alr. Parent referred to i committee
which he termed *“the committee of
wlge men.t They beld that English
was God's chosen language. 1e
thought the minister of cducition
wns i member of that commlttec,

Mr. Dorent thought the governinent
hnd made n mistake In bringing the
bill Into the house at a ithne of war |
and struggle. (Cheers.)

Influence of Free Press.

Mr. Parent went on to allude 10
the kree Press and its jnfluence in
regard to the bilingual question. Then
he proceeded to ask tho minister of
education if he had not had the abol-
tfion of the bilingual elause in mind
during the campdzgn of last summer.

Hon. Dr., Thornton in answer to
the direct appeal, sunid: “When | {ook
offlce I did so hoplag to he ablo tc|
denl with the difficult problem with-
out having to resort 10 lectsintion.
1t was only after several monthg ot
study and Investigailon that [ re-
wnetnntly explalned the condlt'ons t2
my colleagues and that I feared it
vvould be necessary: to bring in a
bill. I consulted with' nobody but
the members of the cablnet und the
members of thjs side of the house,
and the L followed. 1 did not nave |
at any time until October lui3t anv
expectation that I would have to deal
with the bllingual cliase’ by legis-
lntion. I had no such expectation
or Intention when I look office.”

Mr. Parent, on tesumling, sald that
he was surprised sthat the govern-
ment had not consulted with one or
more of the leading F'renchmen of
the province. ™ 1le declared “they
should have consulted thelvr own
lrenich supporters, How could the
government expecet that the l'rench
would have any confldence in thaem
in the future? 1le believed there was
n certaln comunittee In “this province
that ran the whole show. The move-
ment had emanated from A fow and
those few had gucceeded. *'1 have mﬂ
use for the extremlst,” said M,
Parent, “but when candidate is
olected on certaln promlses he should
stand by them. Ife cannot be ex-
pected to change in six months.”

Mr., Parent sald the lancungce
question was more Important than
the liquor question. He had great
respect nnd svmpathy for the tem-
perance movement, but the langunge
question was closer to the hearts of
the peovole, Ile was very sorry thac
the government Was determined 10
¢ on with the bill.

Ar. Parent said he woas 10 lnwyer, |
but he held thnt the Confederation
act gave certain rights to the French )
people. .

Ruthenians at Disadvantage

In regnrd to the purt of llon, Dr.
Thornton's report dealing with the
Ruthenian schools, AMr. Parent sald .
ihat these people were at a dlsad - |
vanttage. They had heen dumped on
the poorest lands in the province, le
nnderstond that in certain localities
they had made ereat progress.  AS
to the German and I'rench  child- |
ren In his  own constituency of
zforris, 60 to 7o per cent of them
now spolke Ionglish. An Inglish-
speaking teacher in a district which !
was  wholly irrench-speaking or!
Ruthenian or Germian-speaking., us
the case might be would have little
gi1cCcess. !

J. H. McCannell, Hamitoa, paid «
compliment to the TFrench people ol
the province. 1{e was sorry that the
oritlcism on both sldes had got SO
warmm, He declared the speech of
P. A. Talbot, La Vverandrye, had
been cold and cruel and of a nature
to Invite retalintion. 1l thought the
question should ba reasoned, but
witthout rancor. Iie would never
call a Frenchman o forcigner. 1Ile|
hated the word and would apply it to
no man who had made Cunada his
home,

Alr. McConnell danicd vigorously
that the members of the coveinment
had tried to stampede the privato
members on this-question. lle¢ fur-
ther declared that the war was 19
oxcuse for not going on with lhe!
business of the province.

Alr. McConnell sald he wished to
ask this question of the [F'rench
members: “Do yon represent 50 per

cent of the French people of this i

province?”
A Prefonteaine Carillon,—"“Ninety-

elght and a half per cent, " l
" Mr. McConnell suld there was only
onc Frenchman in his constituency.

A.  Benard, IlIbervilie,— “What !

docs he think about it?”
\r. McConnell—"I1e’s a good Lib-

cral.”
s, Bernard—"“You're going to L:me1

that fellow.” (laughter). |

Rigg Supports Bill,
n. A. Rigg, North Winnipeg. ex-

pressed himself in favor of aholltion
of bilingual teaching in «chools. No
pressurce other than hls own obser-
vance of public alfalrs had been
brought to bear upon him. He could
not admmit that because I'rench was
the first .lnuguage spoken in the
west! It was entitled to special
privileges. As well might one argue

T —




that the Indians ,were - entitled to
epeclal  languuge ; privileges. The
argument of prlurlfy was unsound,
Then_thero was the treaty argument.
Nowadays it was fashignable to
term any devdation of uny k:nd fiom
a treaty as ‘o serap of paper.” That
phrase was being overwotrked. Tha
past had to go whenever it lay in
the puath of clvlllzation, treaties or
no treatles, Otherwiso treatics were
barnacles upon the ship pol progress.
It might be the highest wlisdom and
virtue to break a promlise. There-
fore, he could not accept wlthoot
further examination the argument
thut the premier was not Xeeping
his word. The minister of educi-
tion had glven a masterly presenta-
tlon of his case. It was the govs.
ernment’s first duty to seccure Lo
every child un education such as
would sccure its highest _ economic
welfare. The Englsh languuage,
whilch was the evervday langunge
and the commerclul language, should
be taught as -efficicney as possible
to every child, As it was, the child-
ren, were ill-prepared for the battle
of life. The vast majority left
kchool hefore reaching grade elght,
What must be the ceffect when ap-
other language was uadded to the
schooul currlenlum? It must be to
the disadvantage of the c¢hild,
Where thirece or four languages were
fnught an intolerable conditlon of
chaog was created. 1o knew noth.
ing of any speelnl rights of the
I'rench. If any such existed they
should not hold as igainst other non-
Engllsh-speaking nationalities in the
province.
Equal Rights Basis,

If there was to bo bilinguallsm [t
must be based upon equwmd rights for
all,. Some of the French were covi-
dently willing to have %uch rights
dented the other nationalities,

Mr. Hamelin—"Who made that
statement?”

Mr. Rigeg sald the statement had
been made on the floor of the house.
T"wo days before last election day a
clrenlar signed by one of his Liberal
opponents, and printed In Ruthenian
had been distributed by once of his
Liberal opponents, 1T'hat cliculur had
promiseed that theie would be no
interferencee  with bilinguallsin, In
apite of that, although he, the ypcak-
er, had made no pronouncenment up-
on the subject of bilingualism, large
numbers of Rutheniansg had  voted
forr him. ‘1'oc him it was a matler
forr pity that so many of his con-
stituents could be worked up over
the teaching of thelr mother tongue,
when many of them could hardly
afford to send their children Lo
school at all. Jie thought the gov-
ornment  was taklng the corrcetl
course. ‘The bill had his unqualified
support. It was in the best In-
terests of the childien of the pro-
vinee, irrespective of nationallty.

A. L) labb, Rockwood, sald he
n-prof: nted many nationalitles. Ile
concelved it his‘duty to vote for the
repeal of the bllingual clause, lHe
wished Lo discuss the matter dispas-
gslomutely. The [Irench people he
Peared, had got the question of bilin-
enallam mixed with religion.

Mr. lamelin—"'No, they haven't.,”

Mr. Hamelin had a great imagina-
tion. He concelved the government
a8 desiring to tear the IFrench child-
ren from thelr mother’'s knee and



pour knglish down thelr throats lilew
castor oll. (lnughter), Very littliec had
been brought forward on bohalf ol
nationalltlies: other than the I'rench,
although others were strongly re-
presejited in the province. 1f the
premier had changed hizg position
then he thought all the more of him,
and was the more inclined to fol-
low him. Tho c¢onditions u 3 Yre-
veiled by the department of educa-
tlon, had become intolerable.
Conditions at’  Teulon.

AMr., Lobb read extracts from o
letter written to him by Mr. Cuming,
orincipal of the Teulon consolldaled
chool regarding conditions there,

nder the law five rooms of the
gchool demand blllngual teachers,
Bllingual teaching had been demand-
ed more than once. Ruthenlin
chlldren coming to the school from
English schools were hetter inform-
ed than those from the billngual
schools,

Continulng, Mr. Lobb sald he was
not afraid of facing his constitucnis
on the bilingual question. Ile hadd
recelved petltlons from all the dif-
ferent nationalltls asking for the
abolitlon ot bilinguallsm. 118 con-
stituents were 10 to 1 In favor of
jts abolition.

In reply to Mr. Benard, Mr, Lohb
satd 17 Erench voters In his con-
stityeney were against bilingualisn,

M. Benard elnimed that that was
not the same thing as heing in favo
of the blll

Mr. Lobb said he had greal con-
fidence In the Ruthendan people,
What was needed was the removal
of agltators from anongst them. e
was surprised at the grasp of pube-
e affalrs shown by Ruthenfans in
his constituenty. I1Te had never inad@€
any pledge regarding bilingualism,
ile had been defeated in 1914 by $30,-
000 spent by the RRoblin government
on roads in lockwood. In 1915 he
had been elected by people Indlg-
nant at the parlament bullding
frauds, {

At 6 o'cloek Mr, L.,obb moved the
adjournment of the debhate,

The premior then moved adjourne.
ment of the house until Monday al

S p.al.
Report on Election Charges.

S. . Clement (Bhandon), ehair-
man of the privileges and elections
committee, presented the revot of
that conunittee as to the charges of
election hiregubarities made on the
floor of the house by 1L A Rige
(North Winniper, Scat 13). ‘Fhe 1e-
port, wWhich was sdopted by the
house, was as follows:

“Your committee have fHm2hep in-
vedtlgated chaige No. 1 conlained fn
the motlon of the membeor for Winnl-
pexr North, Seat 13, 1eferred to yonr
committee: “That ecertian deputy rc-
turning officers did unlawfully oh-
struct registered voters In thefr in-
tention tu cast their ballot.”

“Your commitiee heard all the
evidence adduced, including that of
the deputy 1eturninge officer and the
three voters nmmed, and finds there
wis no justification for the =xqid
chairges, but on the contrary, yvour
commmittee  finds  that  the deputy
charged petformed his dutles under
exceptional and  difficult  ejreumn -
stanees with the honest endeavopr to
observe the e¢leetlon act in all ro-
Hpecty,

"Your committee further jnyest)-



gatcd wnder the order of your hopgp.
ablc house: :

““Chat authorlty be givew (¢ n.
veatpate the ballots  whic) have
been marked as found in Polls 1 454
32 (M-Z) and 31 (M-Z); and thay jp,
structions be given to examine gy
nerses, Inciuding the deputy retur,.
ing officers wnd serutineers, in g,
cordance with the recommendatioy
of the select standing commitieg on
privileges and elcctions.’

“The honornble membe: for Wipg,.
peg Noith, Seat DB, withdrew the
charge relvwting 1o Pol! No, 1, a:
vour committee examined the spoj)
ballots in Voll *U (M-Z) and Poll -
(M-Z), und "eard the evidenee of u|]
witnesses  vwvrtoduced., iInecluding the
deputy recultnalng officers, po?) Clerk;
and scrutinee1s of these palls,

“No evidence was  uiven which,
would Indlcate in any way how y
marks weile vade on these bally
which caused Jiem o he ‘spulled
but it Is only falr to the depnty p.
turning officers to <u> that ny pyja.
ece was addueed whfel n Uy Bay
tended Lo Inciliminate them,

"Your committee, constdoripa the
ll’\\'l’.‘SUgllthIlH to have been in the
intcrest of the publle, Feconinen s
that costs of counsel engaze a0
witness fees of the witpessey Who
attended be pald hy the RO\ eI nney
upon certification of the senlor o,
(ngg master of the comt of kin r'e
beneh.”

Rigg Satisfied.

Mr. Rigg <ald he did not wiy {0
enter into any diseussion,  Jje y
quite satistied to find that the vgp.
mittee agreed that the Investlgagion
had been In the publie intejest, png
that it consldered that (he feey of
connsel should be pald

“I am convinced,” said Mr, Hire,
“that the work has been valyable in
that It hasx  iIndleated lines tMon
which further precautions qpe deslr.
able In order to saferuad the win
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