[ABOLITION OF LAW
|15 STRONGLY- URGED

: Mr. Justice Ourran Advaoates
"English as Teaching Language
, in All Schools.

{ In Best Interests of Foreigners—
Hopes Government Will Not
h Yield One Iota,

M

(8chools in Manitob
- ?{:‘m“tl’?relgﬂ }'eﬂtﬂrt?fi}"nu}{'ear:gggmbgr
e People's ynst Airg
dlt.‘ﬁ{:llmh“ the Iisuuéull'itl?éol}? 1521?02?-
L some. to é' If the forelgners who
anadn are to be good citt
Zan8 of this country, thoy must
sperk tha E?K“Hh tongue. I have no
ariiation with poltles, and thank
tht:nd for it, but how are we to make
mgf:ﬁ %eomo Engilsh It we are to
=l tlgu‘imthto drgg along In the old
¢y were used to in tha
couz}trles of their DbIrth? When
they come to this country, should we
oncourage them to speak nothing but
:gegaof&at&gfm}? Surely it seems
of conumonsge

a t.:hlgd ahotuld understand. S
loDe that the govermment wil
never yicld one jot or tiwle in theiill'
detormination to make the teaching
of English alone prevalent In our
publie schools,” contlnued Judge
Curran, and he was roundly applaud-

ed' by the audlence presont,

The speaker took for his subject o
resume of his findings nt the pro-
vincial jall, which he Inspected last
fall, and advanced several methods
for dealing wlth the unfortunate peo-
ple In this province who fall within
the eclutches of the eriminal law, and
arc punished accurdingly. His ad-
dress was most comprehensive and
interesting and was, judging from the
applause which was frequently ac-
corded hlm, greatly appreciated by
his audltors.

Prison Reform

Judge Curran sald in opening that
there seemed to bo no subject to
which the peéople had pald so little
attention than the question of how
our criminal population js taken care
of, dealt wlith, punished, etc.

“That condltion of ‘let it alone,’
which  has prevalled through many
centurles,” sald he, “has been tho oc-
caslon of much suffering among hu-
tnanity. \What n horribie theory was
that advanced by Lombroso in 1876,
which was that soma pcople were
born eriminals and criniinals they
had to gtay during their lives! Sonie

\

men and women start In life handi. ]
capped. If they fall by the wayside, |
something mnst be done for them|

other than branding thein as crim-
Inais,

“Punishment, per se, will not make
a criminal] a good man; you can't
reform & man by an act of parlia-
ment. And so It i= with our so-call-
ed criminal code.

‘“rherein lles tho great weakness
In our system of deallng with crim-
lnals: the meting out of the fxed
sentence. 'Take tlie case of a man
who has been convicted of theft, The
judge has a Iatltude of punishinent
to be glven, running from three
inonths te many years, Iow [s the
jurlst, who knows little or nothing of
the man himself, to justlﬁ fix the
period of Incarceratlon whielh that
man Is to experience?” _

Indeterminate Sentances

Judge Curran advocated strongly
the system of Indeterminete scn-
tences. “The present stato of things
are unjust,” sald he, “and thoy can-
not be remedled under our present
system. The only remedy is the In-
determinate sentence plan, which Is
now in vogue In most of the states
of therUnlon. It is possible for men
who are mentully and moraliy sick to
be cured In our corrective institu-
tions.

*Phe old tden of the jall, an ex-
ample of which we have nt the foot
of Vaughan street, is nbsclutely dis-
credited nowadays. How much bet-
ter it would be to sentenco o Infin
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O reformatory, such ns ls at

to
lGuelnh, Ont., than to the Manitoba

provinclal jal)”
Judge Curran sald that he had no

fault to find wity the officlals of the

provinelal jall as th sult
investigntions. It ‘Sasretha st;'tstgll*ﬁ
which they were adminlisterlng that

he had founq to b
he gverred, @ serlously at fault,

The speaker then gave the reasons
for his cawtlgatlonganf the l|-u't=:f=mnt
methods, which he had embodfed In
@ roport submitted ‘to the provinelnl
sovernment,  Firat, and foremost,

]

'4011t iipon our publle streets in the
care of n keeper, clad In beautiful

 relleved of the Interminable walking

|

waa the lnek of occupation among tho
Prigoners. “Not more than teng :)er
cent,,” sald he, “are given any occii-
bation at all. The rest aro all kopt
under lock and key, nnd without {he
beneilt pt any fresh air- exerclse.
That ten' por cent. {5 allowed to go

and eonspleuous garb, which was or-
iginally, I belleve, blnck and yellow:
Why should these men he subjected
lo the degradation of appearing In
our streets ‘n such habilments? Stii,
these men got out In the alr, and nre

up and down {n the jail corridors.
Effect ot Prison Bsrs

“Prison bars are the prime cause
of the wrecking of men's bodles and
sounls. Thero are bars and plenty of
bars In the provinelal jall. And they
have locks on them, end the Inmates
have bars starlng at themn from
every ungle. )

"“The remedy for these hars,.1 am
thankful to say, is now belng pro-
vided by our present government,
Thoy are making arrangoments for
the institutlon of a prlson farm.
whleh, I hope, wiil be moro than tha }
and prove to be an agricultural re-
formntory."” 3

Lack of educational methods at the
Provinclal Jall was given by the
Apeaker as the next serious faiult he
had found. A large percentage of
the prisoners, he sald, were foreign-
ers, und It was in no way right, when
the opportunlty was offered, to re-
fuse to teach these men English. e
cited the case of the two Russinns
Malkoft and Kuzln, who were hang-
ed for murder last year. ‘‘Turnkey
Handel himself, who is a Russian”
sald Judge Curran, “told mo that
nelther of the men at any tlmo
thought they faced the possibillity of
hanging: they thought right along
that they would not get more than
four or filve years' sentence. ‘They
weére accustomed to the laws of thelr
own country. and were unconversant
with ours. Is it right to permit peo-
Ple In this country to remain in such
ignorance of our laws?"” |

It was at thls juncture that udgJe
Curran made his ntterances about the
necessity of tenching Euglish, and
English alone, In Manltoba’s publle |
schoc!s. '

The speaker then sald that the co-
mingling of young prisoners wlith|:
crime-lhiardened older omes in the
Manitoba institution wans most repre-
hensible. The prisoners should be
graded and classified, so that the old-
er hands should not contaminate the
younger, 3
System-An Abomination f

Judge Curran then turned his at-
tentlon to the “abominatlon of wo- |
men conflned In that thing.” Sa.ld|1
ha. "It I1s true that they are nl:sol-11
utely separated froin the men, but
they are thare nevertheless, and }
there {8 nothing for them to duv, out-)
slde of washing and mending the prl- '
soners’ clothes. l’

“What Ia tn becenme of these wo- !
men, the great majority of whom:,
are the victlms of a problem n# old |
as humanlty?” he queried. “Some )
better means for taking care of these
socin] outcasts must be devised. One
can rcad tho unending police court
storlcs every day In the newspaperas. ;
I met n woman prisoner In the -Man-
itoba |[all who lhad been the round
of the streets, the pollce court aml i}
the jfall for 21 yeard of hor ilife! )
Surely there is some other way of !,
dealing with them than In confining
them ﬁ: the Jail for six, cight or ten
months.

“There they are herded, negress,
half-breed, Galletan and white, In one
big famlly. That Is the condition
which prevalls theve. thanks to the
system. It {8 up to the women of
Manitoba, now that the men have
proved thelr Inadequncy of handiing
the question, to exercise that (lod-
rlven charity for thelr fallen slsters
which sliould be in their hearts.”

Judge Curran advocated o muni-
clpal organizatlon of women, who |t
should nsk the etty of Winnlper to|r
institite a farm for women prigon- gy
eras, where they would be educated In ¢
household and domestic duties. He |
suggested thnt part of the old agri-|]
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cultural college might be utilized tor!
this purpose. |
"It 1s absolutely futlle to think of
reforining the prisoners in ‘our pra-
vincial jall. Thoy go in. remaln and
emerge In moral darkness. It Is a
reproach to our country that such a
thing could be,” sald the speaker,
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