INGENDIARISM 1S
CORONER'S VERDICT
ON DESTRUGTION OF
' WAR ORDERS PLANT

Provincial Chief Rogers Finds
' That Grant, Holden, Graham,
Ltd. Fire Was Deliberately Set
—Three Distinct Blazes.

FIRM ABSOLUTELY NOT
TO BLAME FOR OUTBREAK

In a report to the attorney-genera!

on Lhe fire which gutted the plant of
‘the Grant-Holden-Graham Company
Ithf.ﬂ weeks ago, ("hicf Hogers, of the
provincial police, In his capacity of
provinclal coroner, fnds that the
‘blaze was incendiary. He says there
were three fires Iin the buliding burn-
Ing at the same time, but that there
‘was no evidence (o show that these
were set for rapld destruction, such
‘as with olls or chemicals.
. The fire under the luarge cutling
| bench was deliberately started., ac-
' cording to the chief, and while he s
'pot sure as to the way the other two
began, he Lelieves Lhat Lhis s evid-
ence that all three blazes were caused
by human agencles, although no
wrace of alien enemies could be lound
among the workers and there was no-
thing to show who had started the
 blaze.

Firm Suffercd Heavily.

He finds that there were few re-
jected gooda Ia the building at the
time of the fipe, and from the Milltla
Department he learns that the firm
had many goveihment contracis, and
w but Jlittie of the goods re-

even minor repAirs.

That the firfe had absolurely no ~on-
| nection with the outbreak of [fire Is
. the conclusion reached by Coroner
' Rogers, who holds that they sufferod
great financial loss In Lthe blaze.

'. ho report of the findings was re-
‘ceived by Crown Attorney Hitchie this
morning.

Chief Rogers in his testimony says
that the fires could have been started
by employees without olther emplo) ees
 knowing, although he cannot se¢e an)
 rearon for an employee wishing 10

start the fire. Ile also pointx out that
- other Nirms were evidently disappoint-
' ed In not getting the contracts secur-
P ed from the government by thé Grant-
Holden-GQraham Co.



