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ROAD SYSTEM
IS CRITICIZED

Opposition Members Raise Vig-
“.. orous Objection to Esti-
mates for High-
ways.

SAY DEPARTMENT USED

.""-

!

FOR POLITICAL PORPOSES |

Parker Williams Clashes With
Several Government

| Members.

VICTORIA, n.. €. April 1.—
Charges that the province's roadwork
had been used for political purposes
featured vesterday afternoon’s debate
on the estimates. Several interest-
ing passages at arms between Mr.
Parker Williamsg and government sup-
porters enlivened the proceedings.

M. A. Macdonald expressed interest
to know who made up the estimates
of the roadwork and the Hon, Thomas
Taylor said they were drawn up in
the department on the strength of
reports presented by the road super-
intendent. In addition there was
usually some correspondence with
people in the various districts. Mr.
Brewster said that while the opposi-
tion had no information to say that
the vote for any one riding was ex-
cessive, he thought an equitable basis
among the various ridings could be
reached with a much smaller total
appropriation. He thought no more
than was absolutely necessary for
maintenance should be voted. Parker
Williams spoke of his difficulty in
getting a good sized vote for New-
castle, and in doing so paid a unique
tribute to Sir Richard McBride. He
said that the former premier could
usually be reached in an argument
because he would talk back, but the
other ministers would not talk back

- and he could get no satisfaction from

them.

Estimates Mislead.

“Thesa estimates are misleading to
the people of the provinee,"” said
Parker Williams, “for they don't re-
alize that weg are going back several
millions a year. 'The reason the cut
ils not made this year is simply to
keep a bold face on until after elec-
tion. I am in favor of a 10 per
cent cut on the whole thing this year,
although even then If this govern-
ment is in power next session they'll
be making a great deal different
budget from what even that would be.
Of the 142 votes that we've passed
there are not half a dozen that we
could not cut considerably, and say
honestly to the people of the prov-
ince that we did it from a sense of
duty.”

“If the votes are made up bv the
road superintendents,” asked M. A.
Macdonald, “based on their particu-
lar needs, how comes it that they
are exactly the same as last vear?
That shows they are not based on
any business system. As a matter of
fact, in order to get any share of
this money, I know that men are
required to become members of Con-
wervative associations, and 1 don't
believe the province gets 60 cents on
a dollar of value for this money.
This vote is regarded as the particu-
lar appropriation for the followers of
the party.” '

Mr. Taylor Explains.

Hon. Thomas Taylor said that the
gimilarity of the e¢stimates was based
on the fact that little or no new work
was being done, and that the same
a.oOouUnt  was required for mainten-
ance in one year as in another. The
nonister resented the statement that
value was not received for the money
pent,  Mr, Willlams' suggestion of a
ten per cent cut all around was not
practicable.

M+» Willlaoms and Mr. J. H.
Schofield (Ymir) clashed in regard to
the road superintendent’'s work in
that district. The member for New-
castle and Dr. Young also had a
wordy battle in regard to the rela-
tive road grants for Newcastle and
Atlin. The former sald there were
not over 150 voters in Atlin; Dr.
Youne clalmed 830.

Clash With Mr. Miller.

Mr. Willlams then began to deal

with Grand Forks riding and got
into a controversy with Mr. KErnest

Miller about the appropriations for

that riding. Finally he made some
allusion to Mr. Miller manipulating
a hotel licence.

Mr. Miller—=Will the member make
that statement definite? I have
never had anything to do with a
liquor licence in my life.

Mr. Willlams—He knows what 1
mean,

Mr. Miller—I insist that he either
withdraw that remark or make it
clear,

Mr. Willlams—Well, if the member
gavs he had nothing to do with a
licence it is possible that he did not.

Mr. Miller—Since ihe member for
Newcastle has threatened some time
ago *hat he intgpds to misrepresent
me whenever he can I suppose that
is the best apology I can get from
him.

The Socialist member went on to
sayv that in two vears after Mr. Miller

| was elected from Grand Forks the
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road appropriation in the district had i
jumped from $7600 up to $65,000 and
said that a Socialist member had pre- ‘
ceded Mr. Miller in the ‘riding.

Mr. Miller thought the government |
should not be blamed because the
Socialist member had not attended to.
the needs of his riding. Mr. Willlams
said the member for Greenwood had
also got a very substantial increase in
his first two yvears of office.

Whole Systemm Wrong.

H. C. Brewster sald that the whole
system was what was wrong., The
first error lay in the lack of system
under which the province was settled.
Settlements of a few farms had
sprung up in widely scattered districts
hundreds of miles from transporta-
tion. An agitation had sprung up for
a road and because these people had
votes the government in order to
elect its candidates had had to build
them. It was an insult to the intelli-
gence of the members to say that no
political influence had been used in
the construction of roads. He could
prove it in specific instances. Mr,
Brewster said that in Alberni, his own
riding in 1912, thé vote had been
greatly increased the vear before the
election, because the road superinten-
dent was the candldate.

Mr. H. E. Forster, the independent
member from Columbia, wanted to
know why it was that Revelstoke,
with about 20 per cent of the mile-
age of Columbia, had a larger vote,
and the minister said that it was be-
cause of the difference in climatic
conditions which made maintenance
more expensive. He also said that a
great deal of development south of
Revelstoke city had been necessary on
account of the increased population
in that area.

Work Done by Aliens.

Mr. Tavlor at another stage of the
debute explained the use of interned
allen enemies on road work., He said
dhat they had been used chiefly on
the roads around Vernon, but this
vear would not be used exclusively in
tha.t district. An arrangement with
the Dominion government whereby
the men were paid 25 cents a day had
enabhled the government to have a
great deal of work done at the small
cost of $37,200. The work done had
all been work that would not have
been done by the ordinary system.
This vear’'s vote is $30,000 and part
of it will probably be spent on the
| Banff-Windermere road.
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