RECRUITING
PROBLEMS
DISCUSSED

[ —

Major Kerby and Recruiting
Officers Hold a Con-
ference

NEW METHODS MUST
SOON BE ADOPTED

———

‘Badges Will Be Secured
For the Men Turned
Down

MajJor Kerby, chlef recruiting of-
ficer for the prevince, yesterday after-
noon, at the Macdonald Hotel, held
conference with recrufting officers In
the city to ascortaln  progress  made
Blnee the recrulting campalgn won st
o Tool,

From reporta made It would soem
that in some instgnoes the number of
recrults galned durlog this perlod has
been watisfactory, while in other cases
thore s reason for Improvemsnt. They
pihowed, also, that efforts must not b
relaxed, but strengthened If anytbing
Clike the required number of recrulls
care Lo e i,

Those present were Captaln Duclos,
Ly: Ca

Tecr & ofMcer for the olty
in Faii,  (Fign
1, 107uh Batt. (Seandi-

): Livut. Campbell, 138th Batt,:
. Bhannon, 218th Batt. (lrish
Guards); Livut. Chaprnn, 202nd Mt
{8portamen): and Hergeant W, J,
Teott, 211th Batt. (Amerlean Loglon),

Capt, Duclos reported s Lo the num-
her of meetings that had been held
in various pilsces of Lusiness In the
clty, and snid that arrangements for
olhors were under way.

Had Becured All Willing,

Captaln Rendell said that they had
secured 40 men, and about 2-rds of
these had come In as the result of the
meatings held. He thought that they
hod wecured all the men willing to
come In, and now they had to get
uftor those who must be forced Lo
leave jobs to Joln. Bomething had
been sald aboul the guvernmenl re-
taining single men in their jobs, but it
witd the men, but the heads of de-
partments. The government had told
the heads that they could let men go,
but they must not do so and stop the
work, so that the onus of keeping the
men pestod on the heads, Capt. Men-
dell alluded to the excuse glven that
it would take too long to train men to
il positions If others were st out,
but they considered that this sxcuse
wus not valid, wnd the length of train-
Ing required was exaggernted. For
Instance, there wers 16 men In the
I'ost Oflice who should join st onoe,
and there were also 23 men in the
cliy fire department. In certain de-
partments the heads were at liberty
o 1l the places of the single men
with others Ineligible for service, anid
even with women If they could do the
work.

To Get Lists of Civic Employees,

Captaln Duclos sald that they were
|to receive o list of al) clvio smployees
who were ellgible for enlisting, and
they were golog te endeavour to gel
thess moen replaced with others. Thers
Wit soime  diffculty with the atreet
rallway, where sume discharges might
Lo expected In the future, owing to
the reductlon of  the street raliway
eervies, Uwing to the agreement ex-
Istng with the olty and the street rall-
way employees, dischargos would be
by seniority, and in this case men let
out would bo all married men. It was
i difficulty for which some arrange-
ment would hiave to be pmade.

Cnpt, Lund reported that the Soandl-

naviang had secured 16 men. Lieut,
Chapmun stated that about ten had
Juln the 202nd Battalion, and Lisut
Bhannon stated that the Irlsh Guards
had signed on about 24,
L Camplbell said that the 138th
n had not been very sucosss-
becouss hiw slaff had been recalls
and they had only just returned te
eity, ‘They were now located bn
premises on Jasper and had enlisted
whout L0 new mien.

Hergeant Trott sald that the Amerl-
ean Leglon had enlisted 13 in all, onip
three that he could trace directly to
the meetipgs held,

Badges for Rejected Men,

Major Kerby brought up the gues-
tion of a badge for men who had been




furned down, ns this campaien had |ts
eMest, not only upon those who enlist-
ed, bhut also thoss who had Lo stay at
bome.  He knew that they had such
n Lodge ot British Columbla, and
there was o report that lts use had
bean authoriged by the militia depoart-
pent at Ottawa.  They had sovon to
arrive at something definite about the
badge as those who had been turned
Hown should have some distinguish-
ing badge.

It was declded that arrangements
should be muade for the use of such &
bndge,

Not Much Help From Churches

Capt, Duelos reported that he had




writien to the churches with the ldea
of gnlisting thelr ald for mectings, bt
without any great success, Out of 34
only about 11 ehurches had replled,
uind they were not very [avorable,

Major Kerby said that at Cualgary
meatings had been held at all  the
churches, o would suggest that they
0 to the ministerial sssoclation al
monten  and  endeavor to  work
ough them. He consldered that it
be better than golng to Individ-
i rehes,

Capt. Duclos and  Lieut. Camphell
were appointed as n committes to in-
terview the heads of the ministerial
assoclation on the matter.

Future Activities

A letter was read from Pre. W, J.
Rroomfield, who is at Juspor Park in
terpmment camp, saying that he had
Eeard that n new Forestors’ Battallon
wig belng formed and if =0, he and
other returned soldiers were ready (o
again take part In the fight for free-
don,  An answer will be returned to
the eeffel that no Foresters Butinlion
Iz contemplated but that recrulting e
golng on uther reglimenta,

Capt. Lund drew attention to  men
working on the grade. A number of
these men were eligible, but they were
drawing good wages and would not
enlist, Ie suggested thit representa-
i pht be mode o 0k lway
© panies that these men sbould  be
substituted by allen  encmies who
wonld be pald o very low woge only,

Mojur Kerby promised to zee what

conl J |I4 o diroction.
I that pressure
ahould I-ru-.u,:hl upion the post office
Ten men hod enlisted Ffrom hin late
department In the post offfes, and their
ploces were fllled with single men il
hil bosn ever since.

Major Korby remarked that aill the
recrudting work lemding up th 0
climux and eentiment was growlng In
tavor of compulsion.

) Tolk of Miltary Census

- Referring to the project of taking a
military coensus to find out eligibles,
ptar Kerby sald that this would be
In the hands of ness nien and the
military wuthorities would recel v
the reglstration untl complete. The




suslness men would organize the thing
from a cltizens' point of view.

Capt. Hendell sald that he thnuuht
they shonld have another big public
meeting as soon as possible In Ei-
monton,

Major Kerby agreed and sald that
when the situntion was ripe they
would have a conference and talk !t
aver, He «iought that the meoting of
women would have o great offect,

In answer to n guestion as to the
position of single tenchers, Major Kere-
by sadd thnt Calgary school board
had poassed o resolution  that  they
would not engage or re-engage  any
single mnle teacher, unless he could
plve good and sufficient rensgons for
not golng (o' the front.

Wil Visit Summer School

Capt. Duclos sadd that they were in-
tending to visit the summer school
Leing held nt the university and talk
te the sindents,

Mention was made of the difealty
axperienced In getting  an audience
with the 1008t reglment, ag they could
anly talk to the men when about 1o
nll in or dismilesing, and then tho
nen would not stand and listen 19
them, Active recruiting for this regi-
ment, the 19th Dragoons and the re-
serve militlie. was nlso deprecated as
it was consldered that the overseas
forevs should alw flrat, anid
that bLoosting for units  injured
oversens recroiting wurk
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