L'Evenement of Quebec- Is ' Con-
servative newspaper with a credit-
able history and excellent traditions.
The editorial article ‘which follows
expresses the distreas of the better
element of the French community
over the mad folly of Bourassa.

“There is déveloping at this time
on the French-Canadian question -a
dangerous misunderstanding which
might easily become disastrous un-
less all our compatriots of authority
and prestige unite their efforts to
dissipate it « soon as possible.

“Information which we have just
received from one of our best
friends in Europe leads us to believe
that in certain Italian circles .they
are wondering if -the movement
amongst us for the conservation of
the Freach language may not. be
i.omvlrrd with the ‘anti-British agi-

tion which ended in Ireland ig/the
bloody revolution of Dublin. Some
enemies of our language, siys our
correspondent, who is generally well.
informed; labor to explain the cour-
ageous defence of our mother tongue
by wur brothers of| Ontario as a se-
ditious movement ‘aimed at the
Sovereign <uthority | of the British
Crown. This correspopdent adds
that the attitude of Air. Bourassa
towards England in the présent con-
flict ddes an enormous wrong, in the
same circles, to the French-Canadian
cause, and that the sympathy of a
part of the French-Canadian clergy
towards’ the brilliant “paradoxes” of
the Natignalist leader—or as he calls
them “the risky theses of Alr, Eour-
assa” may. become a seriols ob.
stacle in the way of our must lekis
tinmi.. " vindication,

Striking Examples.

“We ure tob far from these circles
where it appears these hostile cur-
rents run to judge exactly Uie dan-

us from the’.campaign con-
Gucted since the beginning of the
war by Mr. Bourassa. But we are
forced’ to recognize that thiy cam-
paign, so impolitic and %o unfortu
nate, is of the sort to. mislead men
not fully familiar with our true
viewpoint. It may occasion a da
g misunderstanding . which
might ruin the just cause which we

“Take, for example, the open
letter which the editor ‘of Le Devoir
wrote on June 9th last to M. Maurice
Hodent, of Paris. How can strangers
avold having some doubts of the
sincerity of our loyalty it their only
Information comes from the falsc-
hoods uttered in this unhappy epis-
tle? When he writes that ‘England
continues to impose upon Ireland
her tyrannical domination and
drowns In blood. a rising fully as
chll-nllh as the rﬂllll.‘nco of the

Alsagiens, Poles and Danes to Prus-
domination® how can strangers,
ieving that Mr. Bourassa faith-
fully intcrprets French-Canadian
regard us as being really
all seditious movements
n‘ain!t England?

Canada Independent.

“When Mr. Bourassa writes. still
in his open letter to M. Hodent, an
enormity like thi ‘England can na
more cede Canada to Germany tha:
she can,cede Belgium or a plece of
French territory, because Canada |s

In Ttaly who read affirmations sc
radically false avoid thinking that
we.are faithful to the Bri-
tish Crown as we pretend to be?
When these l‘rnnltru reld in this
same letter of rassa, this
affirmation, lh!olu(ely l‘lllpefvllm in
is falsity, that tke autonomous
countries of the Brilish Empire are
of right true independent States.’
how will be pessible for them not to
suspect the existence In the very
bosom of our people of a current of
demagogic and separatist Ideas’
And might not those in Ttaly whe
have au!’ ority over us as a Catholic
people regard witli distaste if no:
arrest a movement for national vin.
dication  conducted by a man wha
does mot fear to express In Europe
as-among _his own peop!o Ideas -sc
subversive?

“Doubtless all those at home or
abroad who are nerfectly informe:
on French:Canadian opinion, know
well that our people are unanimous.
l)' loyal to the British Crown. that

are even now sealing this un
altesable loyalty with the blood o
our sons on the battlefields of Eu
rope, that our French-Canadian
bishops have declared In a collec-
tive letter that it is right that we
=hould offer to England in this con-
flict our aid in men and mdney.
that the two great political parties
of Canada, the leader of one beins
a French-Canadian. are in In perfect
accord as to the need of alding ¥ng-
land with all the force at our coun-
try's comm:

nelplng Germany.

“But it Is not less true that the

anti-British falsehoods of Mr. Bour-
blished in profusion by that
newspaper, by pamphlet and by lec-
tures, and which are found -distri-
buted even in Belgium’ by the Ger-
man military authority, as our Eu-
ropean correspondent tolls us, are of
a nature to do incalculable wrong ™
the. French-Canadian cause In the
circles above-mentioned, where they
contribute, against the intention ot
Mr. Bourassa himself, to give ns
the appearance of rcbels which w2
are not. and fo cast damp~ine dii-
credit on all our just and legitimato
demands. All_ French-Canadians
who have prestige and authoritv
abroad should moply themselves to
di=<inate in all ‘European circles to
'hlch they have access the danger-
isunderstanding whleh is be-
created there to our great dotrl-
ment_by the adventurous theses of
ket T Al s+




