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~ Hon. J. A. Calder of Regina i3
quoted by an Ottawa paper as
having stated ‘‘that the west has
Tost in population to the extent of
aver 500,000 citizens, during the
last year or so, the majority being
Americans who have departed
never to return.”

This is fine hay for those across
the line who have been so very
busy trying to stem the tide of
jmmigration to Canada by libel-
ling the Dominion, Similar state-
ments have uppearcd frequently
in American pupers and those in
western Canada have been kept
busy denying them, but we hardly
looked for n western cabinet min-
ister to help out the prople who
are secking Lo misrepresent  the
country.

On what docs Mr. Calder base
this remarkuble assertion?  From
time to time the Census and Sta-
tistical Burean has issued state-
ments which show that, up to the
declaration of war, there was a
steady growih in population in
the western provinees and there
are no indications, that even un-
der these abnormal conditions
there are fewer people west of the
lakes than two y

Last year the three  provinees
raised a grain crop that was al-
most twice that of any previous
year. Was this likely to be done
by a declining rural population?

The Liberal government of Al-
berta issues bulleting now and
then, describing the steady agri-
enltural progress that is tiving
made. One reached The Journal
office the other day, from which
the following is taken:

The mixed or intensive plan of farm-
Ing 18 becoming more Keneral und
tarmers ure not only securing more live
stock but there lu evidence that belter
accommodation fx wlso belug provided
for live stock of all kinds. 1n the dalry
Indgstry there s large Increase of
production: greater and more genera
aterost hus  been  manifented and,
there fn promire of still greater results)
for the coming year. ‘

Does this look like agricultural
decline? “

Reeently the  Toronto  Globe
mude an claborate comparison of
the reeruiling in the cast and (Iu-‘
west and the population llnur--n;
for the west which it gave showed
u lurge increuse on those of I'JIL!
1f Mr. Calder is correct, should he
not set the Globe right?

The -only definite answer that
can be given to him is that of the|
WOSLOIT CONNUS DOW il PrOgress.
Would it not have been wise to
have waited for that? ‘

We hope he realizes  what he
means by suying that the west has,
lost over 500,000 citizens. 'l‘lu-rv!
ere only 1,653,000 in  the  four
provinces in 1911, the year in
which the Liberal government of
the Dominion went out of office
and when, aceording to Mr. Cal
der, the weat started going to the,
dogs. ‘

His amazing statement was, of
course, mude with o politieal pur
pose and s apparently part of a
general opposition  campaign to
make it appear that the country is
in a bad way under Conservative
rule.  We o that the Ualgary
Albertun, instance, has an afr-
tiele referviug to the large num-|
ber of farmers leaving for III--ar‘
former homes across the line **he 1
cause of the maladministration of
our public affairs."” (

But the inxincerity of  this ix
shown by the Culgury  Herald
which quotes from 1he Albertan’
of the day hefore the stutement
that' ' no business ix pay ing heiter
in  western Conadu than e
ferm."’

Everyone knows fhat this is w
and it is & poor politicul game that,
plays right into the hauds of those
who are anxious to hold back the,
country by representing it ax oth
erwise.
The Journal venturex (o say
that there will be few Liberals,
who are citizens first and  parti
sans afterwards, who will follow
Mr. Calder in the shameful cam
naiga that he has begun.

K ngo.




