NORTHERN ONTARID

~ SWEPT BY FIRE

The Number of Dead May Reach :200--Cach-

rane, Matheson, Iroquois Falls, Nushka
And Purgois Junction Wiped Out.

| Englebart, Oat., July 31 teen are reported dead and thirty-
est fires, which fur several days had | four lnjured in settiements outside
been threatening the uorthernmost v
towns and outlying settiements of Hefugees Pouring South
northern Ontario, Saturday and R
: efagees destitute of food and
Sundsy culminated in 8 holocaust| oining are pouring into the more
which has wiped out entire COMMmURI- | grennoey towns to the south, the
ties, licked the friake =of IAFEer|fry: draft of them having arrived in
towns, and levied a death toll which| gpyjenare Jast night, 125 strongd
anuot at present be accurately com- | Citizen o the town worked all night
puted, but which may range frOmijgng in the terrific heat. providing
(140 to 200. with scores of Dersons ihey; with food and clothing, and
‘“h“"'"‘ "l‘;:‘]‘”"""» oany | O they left for the south well nourished
whom sré Hkely fo succum ® and clothed. They are being distrib-
loss of lite so far reported is 8% yurea“ 10 ve taken care of at New
tollows | o 2
3 balt Hail , an
At Nushks, a PFrench-Canadian ";l';:f“;‘:m‘lf bale Aud Histiesaty 2
”"(‘,"‘ﬂ““‘* fitty S At the great paper mills town at
. m.trunva eighteen dead, thirty-| poqyols Falls nothing remains but
i the mills and one store. There was a
Matheson, thirty-four dead | fourishing town of wver a thousand
Iroquals Falls, fifteen dead and| peond ol “HICC “way ample protee-
many injured. | tion from loss of life in the Abitib
orquis ~Junction, number ub-| River and the cleared section around
known, but the town wiped out with| po ‘Bt Phe townsite, however,
the exception of the station. | was laid out on the most approved
Ramore, fifteen dead. In addition lines, and the loss must run into
to the known dead there are many| piths Yhouiands of dollars
|outlying places, which it is feared,| At Ramore, a small settlement of
will materially swell the lst of Vic-l g or three houses in the centre of
tims when the rescue partles return. f, ¢y rming district, it ls reported that
It ts thought that at Tashota and fifteen lives have been lost, and the
Kowkash many prospectors may have it Irea . '3
bty & | bodten -buried o ready.

Baiilers® Wico 1n Clay [Bsle Energetic Measures for Relief
g The T. & N. O. adopted energetic
And stilh the horror grows. This 33|y irel in providing relief. They
a settlers fire, and for the Most Part’ gurpiies” . reliet train and sent out
|it hus been confined to the clay belt. | oS\ Srincipal towns along the line
arly today it was learned thallpppeg calls for immediate needs of
cen houses had been burned | WRC O SONRT women at Co-
atskirts of Timmins, but the .y, jaileybury and New Liskeard [
fire had been stopped. and there is| Dty HalleyDOny B o necessaries
a thunderstorm brewing all over the] yyip o will, so that when the rellef
north, and South Porcupine has beetfl paiy pylled in in the early afternoon
untouched outside the sawmill at the| et PRI B HE L T the plat-
Station. which has been burned. | poe 800 WGTRD LC cars were load-
scartered seifioments of the north|®d ith Zoods. snd ane TellERtes
{many miles from a railway. It is| it *&* : .
most certain that there will be many | 2"
more to add to this list as the rescue!
| parties go out to fetch them in. 1
It s feared that at Tashota and
Kowkash prospectors may be trapp-
ed, although they are much better!
able to take care of themselves in|
an emergency than settlers.

Further Horrors Feared
| The confusion and horror of this
awful disaster is as yet indescribable.
Devasting fires have swept hundreds
of miles of bush north of here, and
with it pioneer farms. Dozens of
| points have not been heard from yet,
{and it will be surprising if the loss
Nushka Completely Cut Off | of life is not much higher. Hundr
The worst loss of life has been at|Of settlers took to the rivers and
the French-Canadian settlement out|lakes, but they are nearly destitute
st Nusbka.. It was a flourishing vil-|20d In despair. The belt of fiame did
lage bullt along the railway tracks,| 30t extend south of Sesekinika, al-
i) consisting of & score or so of| thoush the country {s full of smoke.
dwellings and stores, all of frame| There have been some local thunder.
structure, that would burn fiercely. It, Storms, but nothing but several days
has been enveloped in smoke and|downpour would be sufficient to figod
finme for the past week from settlers' | Out the raging fres in the bush. No-
fires, and at last these ot clear out|thing else can stop it. Until such
of hand. There was no escape. Fires| time the extension of the area of the
to the south cut  them off from|Bre is to be feared. and the ashes of
Matheson, A great sheet of flame|the wrecked towns will not ceass to
barred their escape to the north, as|smoulder.
Porquis Junction was aflame. No| ——=
iake or river near, they were caught Help From Winnipeg
unprepared. Almost the entire pop-| Ottawa, July 31 —The Department
ulation perished, running wildly to|of Railways is making every effort to
|and fro as tte flames closed in on!ascertain the extent of the disaster
| them on every side. Matheson is;at Cochrane and Matheson, reported
destroyed with the exception|to have been swepl by forest fires,
| of two houses, after a brave fight, and to relieve the sufferers along the
land thirty-four bodies iie on thelline of the National Transcontinental
station platform awaiting burial Superintendent Brady left
The stories are almost too horrible| Winnipeg in charge of a fully equip-
to recount. One settler with ten|ped relief train. The T. Eaton Com-
children perished in one shack. The pany. of Winnipeg, have donated
| father was away and the mother|three thousand dollars’ worth of
went out to get help. She returned|food supplies.
| (o find her husband and ten childrer| The Mayor of Cochrane telegraph-
| enveloped in smoke and flames. | ed the Department that although the
d business section of Cochrane has
| Town of Cochrane Wiped Out | been destroyed, the resldential sec-
Cochrane is all burned with the tion has escaped. The buildings of
exception of Second and Third ave-| the National Transcontinental and
hues, that is to say, all the principal! the T. & N. O. have not been burned
part of the town has gone. Profiting A Failway trestle just outside Coch-
by past experience iu 1911, the peo- | Fane has been destroyed.
ple of Cochrane hurried to the T. & =
N. O. tracks und the lake, but eigh- View of District Swept
The forest fire which is now raging
|in northern Ontario s worst, up-
| parenlly in the same section which
{ was swept by the disastrous blaze of
| July. 1811, when Cochrane, at the
| Junction of the T. & N. 0. and the
| National, Transcontinental, was wip-
led from the map, and at South
| Porcupine on the Timmins branch of
|the T. & N 0. many lost their 1
| Roughly speaking. the fire em-
|braces an area over sixty miles long
| from Cochrane on the north to Ra-
more on the south, and bounded on
| the east by the Quebec boundary arid
|on the west by the Mattagami River
Reports of fires, however, from Tel-
taka, ubout 200 miles west of Coch-
|rane on the Transcontinental, and
| Kowkash, farther to the west, indi-
|cate that the danger is not confined
{to one area.
| Timmins. a town of several hun-
|drea population and now the most
|important centre of the Porcupine
{mining district, escaped with less
|damage than Cochrane, but Porquis
| Junction, where the line from Tim-
{mins snd that from lroquols Falls
|join the main line of the Timiskam-
|ing Railway, was practically de.
stroyed.
| At Iroguols Falls, which is the site
|ot the plant of the .\bitibl Power &
| Paper Company, everything excep:
(lhe company’s mills was destroyed.
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