Dtsgaiceful Conditions at Petawﬂwa
/Camp Arouse Indignation

The “Obiserver belleves. that in a.time of crisis it is not the part of
a newspaper which claims to be n ornn of public opinion to with-
hold fgcts from the public. Townspeople know that a couple of weeks
Ago_#' warning was, lnuod by the Hourd of Health to boil all ‘water
used for drinking v{ s, This warning” was issued following the
receipt of a test of aler samples_torwarded by Town Engineer Moore
to the vamcm This report showed contamination in tap
wuter to Ilrmlnl ‘extent, and also showed that water faken opposite
Retawawn showed contamination In one cuble centimetre, while' water
taken from the Fort Williani side of the river showed contamination in
only fifty cublé cefilifnetres. This report naturally set the local au-
Sucrities ihinking and there seemed only one reasonable conclusion.
This t the Petawaya military camp was responsible for condi-
tlons 1n Pembroke. Yesterday another report
onto, and while silghtly better it was far from encouraging. After
it was recelved Councillor Bowden; Chairman of the Water Works
Committee, Councillor Jones, Town Engineer Moore and Dr. Sparling,
Medical Health Officer, went to Petawawa to look intb conditions there,
t they found practically beggars description. That such con-
dit should. prevall in a camp conducted under authority of the
Fedenl Government s dlmost beyond nndeﬂundlns in a clvilized
community.

It 18 8 fact known to all'that n the past few years the local au-
thorities have done e\erylmns possible to bring to the motice of the
Provinclal Board of Heaith and the Militla Depaptment conditions which
bave always been fegarded e to the health of the-town of
Pombroke. The Federal membor, Major G. V. White,
to take the matter up with the Militla Department, but while re-
presentations have been made there by him and fine promises given by
those in authority. pothing whatever has been done to improve the
situation a bserver hopes that it will not be accused of poll-
tical pmlumnlp in saying that the neglect of the Department in this
matter has been nothing short of criminal.

Repeatedly representations have been made to the Provincial
Board of Health. Its officials have visited the camp on various e
sions and Invariably have red conditions there’ to be anythin
but- satisfactory. Notwithstanding this, beyond some apparently (uule
correspondence with the Militia Department, no action has resulted.
Some six weeks ago Mr Dallyn, Sanitary Engineer for the Provinclai
Board, visited the camp and did not hesitate to say that the conditions
which he found there were a distinct menace to the health of a town
of nearly 8,000 people. A report from him was promised, forthwith.
Mr Dallyn returned fo Toronto, and from that day to this not a word
has been heard from

To-day there are upwards of 5,000 men and probably 1,500 horses
in the camp. Pembroke may be faced with a typhoid epidemic. There is
o use In mincing words. The lives of the townspeople are of more
fmportan the eyes of The Observer than the jobs of any officlals who
are enjoying fat salaries and to all appearances neglecting their plaiu
Qutien ty the peoplé.  There are to-day half a dozen cases of typhold
in local hospitals which have do\eloned during the past ten days, and
possibly others in private homes, A couple have for the past couple of
Gays been hoverlng between life and death. The life of one eftizen
ir. worth more in the opinion of The Observer than the positions of all
the officials conngcted with the military camp or the Provincial Board
of Health, .n-l we have no hesitation in saying that conditions at Peta-

wawa to-day are simply outrakeous.
The town. oﬂmwho Isited the camp yesterday found a
affairs alrost b e. It waw dificult’ 1o ‘secure %
nected with the camp any definite Informationas to how fong present
conditions have prevalled, but some llmevuxo a break occurred ‘in the
sewage disposal system, which proved unequal to the task imposed
upon it at present, and the raw sewage ran without treatment ont
into the. river. This failure of the plant was unquestionably due to
the lack of knowlédge on tho part of those connected with the camp
of the principles of sanitary engineering. and when the plant failed a
temporary expedient was adopted. ‘The Pembroke authorities who visit-

L camp found the vats and beds out of commission and the raw
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ing pumpednby a gasoline emgine on to the beach to filter mrough
the saffd info the river. From the wooden carrfer the sewag

leaking in‘its raw state into the old outlet drain and running vithout
hindrance out into the stream, no one _appareritly having foresight
enough to put in a dam to stop it. Thq place was such that.it was al-
most impossible to stand within a hun feet of the.pump, and this
was gofng on under a Department of the Federal Gorernmem' There
could be no doubt whatever that Pembroke's water supply was being
polluted by the system, yet it:had been in such a mndlllon forat least

a week, and possibly two weeks, ot a wnrd ,‘.F come from the
camp to Pembroke's health oficl
‘Townspeople have no idea of he lbomlluble situation “at  the

military camp, and there is among offi apparently only compla-
cent fndifference to conditlons which mu- easlly result fn an eptdemic of
typhoid in the town. The Observer has no desire to assume the atti-
tude of an alarmist or cry “wdlf" when there is no_danger, but in the
face of what a representative of this paper found at” Petawawa yester-
day we have no hesitation whatever in saying that the danger is very
real and that if the Militia Department or Provincial Board of Health
allow 1t to continue a.day longer they are gullty of gross crimina!
negligence,

The Engineer in char ¥ nl Pemu-. may be a competent man for
building roadways and fol ~woiNc. He does not pretend to be a
sanitary engineer. It is the d-n,- f the authoritles to Immediately ap-
point a competent sanitary enginder to first of all provide a temporary
for present conditiond, and then devise some effective perman-
ent system of sewakedisposal which will remove for all time the danger
ntamination of /Pembroke’s water supply.

For_years pust the Pembroke water~warks and health authorities
have been pleading for protéction from this menace.. They have been
fed up on honeyed phrases and fine promises both from the Militia De-
partment and the Provincial Board. Year after veaf Yhe situation has
become more and more ageravated antil to-day it rp~simply tntoler
able.  We understand the local authorities are making a final appeal
for relief. They must act AT ONCE, and there must be no compromise.
Only definita and tmmediate action will suffice. They must have tife
effective co-operation of the Provinclal Board, and must £o to the
head af the Militia Department for action. ~Any delay on thelr part wil
be" fnexcusable, -nn llvl“ on the part of the officiais entrusted wit
of the camp mhst stamp them
abrotutely mworthe of publfc trust. There has been nothing but t
porizing with the situation for vears past. Thi§ can go on no longnr
and The Qbserver, as one of the organs of public opinfon in Pembroke
demands from all concerned the aplication of a prompt and effectivs
remedy for present conditions, which are nothing short of disgracefu




