"CANADA’S BIG PROBLEM

Has omulo d the eastern prov-
inces of Canada enough men ' who
can be spared to go into the great
bread basket of the British Empire
and put enough loaves on.the shelf
lo— provide for the coming winter?

‘Will the western farmer be able to
properly harvest his crops with the
ll\wr at his dllwlll’ Can the rail-

, by Iinducement of cheap rates
lnd comfortable travelling accommo-
dation get enough men into the
prairie pro\lncel to give the farmer

nce? It is very ques-

Vo doubt the rallways can
dump enough harvesters Into the
country if the harvesters can be
found. Although the harvest
plentiftul, the reapers seem. to be
comparatively few this year. Thus
the labor problem of Canada at the
present time is a most engrossing
subject. ‘The situation this year is a
great contrast to that which existed
some two years ago. Men were call-
ing out for jubs; now jobs are call-
ing out for men. Nearly all branches
of trade and professions (even the
clerical and professional) are want-
ing men agd more men.
'l'hey Have No Regrets.
he war, for the past two years.
)\an provided work for all those who
‘wanted it, and now it is almost an
0ssibility_to find one man_whol|
regrets the day he enlistetd. On the

equate
tionable.

sponded to the call of duty feel a
confidence and satistaction far great-
er lh:m those who have stayed ‘at
hom

Hut Canada fs white with harvest
aow, and to gather it promptly is
the absorbing questton of
ment. The myriad flelds of the great
Northwest now stand  laden with
grain. Whether the yield will be
large or sniall will be better known
when tNe returns are made at thresh-
ing time. The crop is to harvest,
whether it is large or small, and
that requires men.

Tite countless armies on the battle-
flelds niust be fed and the wheat of
the west will play an important prt
in the feeding of Great Britain’s men.
The harvest time Is short and the
suggestion has been made that if
several thousand soldiers_ used  to

‘otfer BANA, WII TI0Se WHo haye re=|—Althom

mo-|of the country.

tarm lite were conveyed thers for
two or three weeks they would be a
decided help in bringing ' in the
whea crop. Other suggestions Lave
been' made that men in offices and
like positions should spend their two
weeks' vacation helping the farmers.
No doubt this would be all very well
but recently the Manitoba Free Press
pointed out -that by- the time city
men got usel to the work, learned
how to do it, and were hardened, the
time would be expired and the farm-
er would be e better off.

1t is, hn‘gvnr. an undenhble u:z,
that there is & dearth of m

west this year, and althoughl woula
not like to speak authoritatively, yet
1. belleve timt there is not an idie
‘man in Western Canada; that is, a
man who has no work. In Toronto,
Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Prince Albert,
Vancouver -and Victoria recently
visitetd, T saw lots of men, young
and old, and at first it wouwdd sur-
prise one to find that there were
thousands of able-bodled men in Can-
ada,yet, but Inquiries revealed the
fact that they were all working. and
real hard. In Winnipeg one large
firm (perhaps ‘the largest in the
city) had a placard st ite front door
advertising the fact that any return-

ed soldlers were reiuested to apply
to the managemen

uEtr-onty —a-— short—time ~fn
Prince Albert I found that nobody
need be idle in that city. While
there a man asked me if I knew
where he could get a man from the
east. Again in Saskatoon I met one
of the largest farmers in that part
. He has come some
70 miles in search for men ¢o take
oft “his~crop:~  Discouragement-was
written in his face, for, he had come
to town in expectation of securing
30 ‘men and had only got one. I
saw him the next day, and the day
after, and llls luck had been-no bet-
ter. He only had his one man.
Forelgn Labok.

To an easterner it |s.surprising to
see the utility of Chinese and Japan-
ese labor on the Pacific Coast. Some-
thing one never ‘sees in Ontario fs
a Chinese or Japanese walking home
form the sawmill with his dinner




