WHICH THEY DUG IN A FLOWER

\ BED,
: 1 s
Made Thelr Way Across Kiver From
o Teaky Skiff—>ay
" Yrwin, the Actress, Entertained the

The two ex-German officers whoj
escaped from the Fort Heary intern-
ment camp on esday after hav- |
ing given their word of “honor” not|
to do 50 in return for privileges ac-

:
corded them, made a safe getaway |
as indicated by the following accountj
of their adventures given at Clayton, |
N.Y., on Satu t {
One of the most thrilling escapes
from a military prison ever recorded ||
was that made by Willy Brubacher, |
37, and Erwin John, 25, both officers
of the German army, on Wednesday
evening, August 23rd, from Fort ¢
Henry at Kingston, Ont, The twoll
men made their way to Clayton and |
are now here. f
The men found enthusiastic friends
in Kurt Eisfeldt and May Irwin. Eis-
feldt happened to be in Clayton this
morning. He met the two Geridans
and conversed with them in their
own tongue, much to their delight.
He invited them to go to Irwin Isle
as the luncheon guests of himself and
his wife, Miss Irwin. They accepted
and started off towards the actress’s
||summer home in the motor boat “The
’ Widow Jones,” returning to Clayton
early this afternoon.
i “We always admire courag said |
May Irwin in discussing the exploits
|1of the two youns men. “And then,
||besides, haven't 1 got two boys of
wy own, and wouldn’t I like to have
some one take them in for a luncheon
if they should be situated like this
pair?”

How They Escaped.

‘In conversation they told the story
of their escape:

For some time the two had beep
digging a hole in the yard of the pri-
son, large enough for both to enter.
They had been allowed to plant a
flower garden early in the summer,
and when the plants were large
enough had started digging in the
centre of their garden
Each day they carried boards, con-
coaled under their prison suits, o
the hole. Then over the boards they
placed a box filled with celery. This
box also had holes for light and air
At about three in the afternoon of
Wednesday some fires were started
for the purpose of burning up some
rubbish at the opposite end of the
prison yard. The guards’ awention
thus being taken, the two Germans
immediately jumped into the hole,
the box being replaced by a couple.
of their friends.

They were not missed until six that
same evening, a search being started
at that time. The two men could
hear the confusion caused by the
search, but went calmly on changing
their prison suits for Canadian uni-
form  which they had purchased
jsome time before of some Canadian
|soldiers.
At 10.30 that evening they stole
out of the hole, jumped the high wail
which surrounds the prizon, crept on
their hands and knees past the mi
tary camp and continued or their
way toward Gananoque. «
At daylight they hid in some bush-
es and remained concealed until
durk. Thursday night they arrived at|
Gananoque and at 5.30 Friday morn-
ing_thev took an old skiff and start-
ed for Clayton. They landed near | g
the home of John Johuson, a farmer |
residing about two miles and a half |
|above Clayton, and were given their|
dinner  there. After dinner they,
came to Clayton. made their report to
the customs and immigrant officers
and asked one of these officers to
find out to whom the borrowed boat
belonged and to notify John Johnson, | ¢
who would repay the owner for the|
use of it. ¢
While crossing from Gananoque! °F
one of the men was forced to bail| &)
water from the boat constantly to |
eep it from filling. After securing
ow and rooms at the Harold | )
House they telephoned to the officer| ¢/
of the day at Kingston. telling him |
where they were and thanking him
for the good times they had had dur-
ing their stay there.

’ Tried to Escape Before. ’““

Willy Brubacher has been a prison-! ',".
er at’ Kingston for the past 18,
months.  About 12 months ago he'
made his first trial for an escape by
jumping from the second storey of the |
military hospital, a distance of about p,
50 feet. He was recognized hx ono o
of the officers and was then sent tofg’
Fort Henry. B.

Mr. Rrubacher. before his arrest of |
18 months ago, was the manager of a'
large paper mill near Quebec. He p
was arrested at Montreal

Erwin John was a mechanic work-
ing in Chicago. He took the Michi-
gan Central from Chicago to go to
ew York. It seems that this line  Ki
runs for a short distance through|on
Canada, and it was when he was go-| Vi
ing through this section that he was| 01
arrested by a Canadian officer as a|o0f
fierman spy. Mr. John has been aj'0
nrisoner for the past 20 months, this| 0%
being his first attempt to escape. |S

Complain of Prison Conditions.
They =ay that the condition of lho]

prizon at_Fort Henry might be im-|

proved. The ro6f is partly off and lnj en

the morning the beds would be wet |[Ea:
with dew or rain. If tables or chairs
were wanted the prisoners had to pay |t
for them. The food was very scanty|N.

—hardly enough to suatain life.| Th
Manw of the orisoners have lost their{in
minds from the conditions of things
in the prison, about fifteen having
been removed when they becama viol-
2
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For.many months the escaped pri- Bag



{day worning. .
The British Governmeat will |
unable to make representations I
the return of the wen, it was sa
here to-day, inasmuch as they cor
plied with every, reguirement in e
tering the country. The two escape
prisoners went at once (o the lwm
gration office here as soon as the
landed and told their story. 'Th
formal report was made to lmwmigr
tion Ofticer Haines, and he passe

the requirements there.

Erwin Johp, one of the men, sal
to-day that he had made a form;
offer to the Canadian Government ¢
$2,500 it they would release his
from the prison. He said he tol
them at that time that hé would sig
a stipulation noi to enter the Gi
wan servire and ot to engage in an
work in behalf of the German Goy
ernment. He agreed to return a
onee to Chicago and to live there
Théy would not accept his offe:
however. He was arrested Januar
4, 1915, L

The above complaints by the tw
Germans do wot tally with the re
ports of American Consul Johnsor
which state that the prisoners hav
excellent quarters dnd splendid food
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