MAJOR G V. WHITE'S LETTER
TO EDITOR OF OBSERVER
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Pembroke, Aug. 22, 1616
To the Editor of the Pembroke “Ob-
server. .

Sir:—
In view of the fact that you have

seen 0 mention my name several
tims your issue of the 17th in-
stant, Yo\connection wfth the water
situatioh at Petawawa. I desire to

place the facts, regarding my posi-
tion, before the citizens of Pem-
broke. 1 would, therefore, request
you to kindly glve this letter the
same prominence. which your articles
ot the 10th and 17th instants, deal-
ing with conditions at Petawawa
vod

services
phoned to Mr. F, B. McCurdy, M.P.
Parliamentary Seécretary to the Min-
ster af Militla, and. informed -him
that there was some agitation here
over what Wi to be more or
less unsanitary conditions
camp, and T requested Mr. McCu
to send a competent sanitary engin-
eer to investigate conditions at Pet-
awawa, and I would accompany him.
Mr. McCurdy informed me that he
would-look into the situation at ofice
and -advige me later. ed a
telegram from him the same evening
informing me' that the departmental
engineers had advised him that the
discharge water from the septic tanks
was being chloinated and that these
tanks were in perfect condition. Be-
ing anxious, however, to probe the
matter to the bottom, I immediately
replied, insisting upon & competent
m

Permit mc to point out to you
that you neglected to sule. in your
last issue, the prim: on ‘why | u:
['objected. to your article of the 11th.
( informed_you that you had, through

e colump
e impression that T had been a)
progched with reference to the alleg-
ed present situation at Petawawa
Camp, and that T was unable to get
the Department of Militia at Ottawa
to take any action towards remedy-
ing alleged conditions. 1 beg to
state that; upon one occasfon only,
a few years ago, .was I requested to
consult the Militia authorities at Ot-
tawa with regard to the treatment of
the sewage at Petawawa Camp in
order to prevent any contamination
of our water supply. At that time I
discussed the question tlioroughly
with Colonel (now Surgeon-General)
Carleton_Jones,. Director-General .of
Medical Services of Canada. and his
assistant, Major (now Colonel) Drum.
These officials informed me that the
Department had installed a system of
septic tanks and sand-filtration beds
for the purpose of treating the sew-
age from the Camp: that this system
was similar to that in use at the
Military Camps in Great Britain and
that-it was_coneidered most-satisfac-
tory. Under the circumstances, I

vas_being tak:

Tiitfon of the water.
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nation. T informed yvou that I ‘md
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The result was that I received a wire
the following day.—Saturday, ~Aue-
ust 12th—from Mr. McCurdy. stat-
ing that Dr. McCullough, Provincial
Health Officer, had been instructed
eed to Petawawa c-mp -nd
look ‘over the situation there.
got in touch with Dr. Sp-runs. e
ical Health Officer, and re.
Town Engineer( and, in company with
them proceeded to Petawawa on the
12th instant. We called on Colongl
Meredith and, in_coripany with him,
made an hllpecuon of the septic
tanks and fllter beds. T am not in
a position to state what conditions
existed prior to that date: but I have
this to say. that. so far as I was able
to judge, everything possible was be-
ing done then to treat the sewage in
order ‘to prevent any contamination
of the water.

I again visited the camp on the
14th instant _in_company with Dr.
Y.cCullough. Colonel Meredith. Ma-
jor Harrison: A.A t the Camp.,
and Major (Dr.) MecCarthy, Camp
Sanitary’ Officet, and found the san-
itary conditions most satistactory. |

Tnconversation with-the officlals
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Mot the matter been brought to Ty | {0 O thiree cases-are locnl “the re-

attention_Instead of _publishing
broadeast through the columns of
veur paper: thereby injuring the town
and also tge camp at Petawawa. and
ziving the Department of Militia
a; tor

ft . maindkr being from outside points,

Ts this an abnormal condition for a
town of almost §.000 population, and.
at this season of the year. and.does es
it not compare very favorably Wlﬂl

the training of troops there. Because
the guthoritiea at Ottawa, having re-
gard for the welfare of the citizens
of Pembroke. would ciose the Camp;
and ¥ould be justified in dofng so, it
they ‘thought that the presence of
troops there wds a menace to the
health of our citizens.
1 believe I can. say. without fear
of contradiction. that mo citizen of,
Pembroke is more desirous than I
am_of doing eversthing.to preserve
the health of the community. And.
if T thought for 2 moment that the
Petawawa Camp Wwas & menace to
the town from.the standpoint of
health. notwithstanding, the benefit
it is from:a financial point of view.
I-woyld tmmedistély g0 to Otawa
and do all fn my power. to have it
Sbandohed-as a-training eamp.
et me point opt' that. for several
vears after Petiwawa Camp was
tablished. the Town of Pembroke
did not derive much benefit from that
plaite;iias practically all supplies
uired, were brought in from out-
ide points, byt of late vears T have
joring to secure as much
business for Pembroke and, the sur-
rounding country. from the camp. as
I possibly conld, and T am quse sure

it almost everythln( ‘which is
lllwod there at present end 'Mrh
can mennl ll this neighborhood

i

Doti Shis ook s thoush-Petamas
waowas responsiblefor & threatened
epldemic in Pembroke? (If so. all T|
Have-to say 18 that. | r position
as a Counclllor of the Town of Pem-
breke and a member of the deputa-
tion which visited Petawawa some
two months ago and found. as you
allege. such serious condifions exist-
ing there at e. you were
derellet In vour duty o the-@own in|

not brin; the matter to the ll'
lention_of the public sooner.

In conclusion. T wish to potnt o
that notwithstanding your insinua-
tion to ‘the contrary. I have the ut-
most cesire to do what I can to pre-
serve the health of the community’

in past 3 rn'! ‘

ard ‘prevent any-sort of —epidemic:
Furthermore, it has al' been and
always will be-my desire to do-evers-

thing in my power to further the best
interests of my constituents.
Yours truly,
GERALD V. WHITE.
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