WHY ALIENS WERE
SENT TO MINES

Minister of Labor Appears Be-
fore Dominion Trades and
Labor Congress and
Explains.

TORONTO, Sept. 27.—An allega-
tion that the men employed 1 asbes-
tos mining at Thetford Mines, Quebec,
were uniustly treated by the minister
of labor and the mine operators, Was
the subject of debate In the conveln-
tion of Lhe Trades and labor ton-
gress of Canada throughout its sitting
this alfternoon, The allegation Wabs
coptained in a resolution presented

by Delegats Illoussi,  of Thetford
*lines, which was concurred in by the
resolutions comiiittee, Non. 1. W,

Crothers, minister of labor, who had
come to Toronto to tuke part in the
discussion of the proposcd re vised In-
dustrial Dispute Act, wasg nresent, He

frankly told 1the delegates the In-
formation which had been given niin
regarding the dispute hetween the

miners and the mine-owners of ‘Thets
ford Mines during the past summer
and explained the grounds for the ac-
tion taken by himselt and his depart-
ment in allowing 45 aliens enemy sub-
jects to take employvment at Thetford.
He declared that he was convinced
that the action was tally justified.
Mon Wore Destitute,

Mr. Crothers sald that the govern-
ment onlv released from internment
camps aliens who wer: not {'un:v-h]rrml
dangerous, but who had been held
because they were destitute, These
men were only allowed to go to posi-
tions after their prospective employcel
had given a guarantee that they were
not to be used to displace other work-
men or to accept lower wages than
other workers. The British govern-
ment had been calling for asbestos
and the 45 aliens in question had been
allowed to take employment in the
mines. The minister belteved, how-
over, that they went to the mines be-
fore any labor dispute arose there,



