HUN SPY TELLS TALE OF
- HIS TORONTO DOINGS

Amusing Yellow Yarn in Amer-
. ican Paper Conterning
Von der Kowpper.

FOOLED HIMSELF
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Officers He [nterviewed De-‘
clared That He Is Just an

Accomplished Liar. |

The Boston American published
the following rather “yellow” yarn,
which should provide some quiet
emusement for Canadians, and par-
tenlarly the wmilitary men of To-
ronto. The story is headed as fol-
lows: “Confession of ‘Spy’ Who
Won Canada. Hobnobbed in Faz-
clusive Clubs and Entertaincd by
Chiefs; Twice Held; Was U.S. Sol-
dier.”

‘The Americun's story is as foliows:

“"Fwice arrested in Canada as 2
German  spy  and twice released
through influence of ‘“‘mortified”
Canadian Statesmen  and  raflitary
chiefs, Ifans von der Kowpper, ig
touch with the inner circles of the
Kalser's secret service system. is
zlad he is bick in Unele Sam's do-
mains. Boston looked good to him
last night.

His success in Canadu as a spy
for the Fatherland was really re-
inarkable. Twice arrested and twice
set free with official und profuse
apologies—and ull the time a secret
ngent of the hated Teutonic enemy—
was a feat worth while, .

But think of hobnobbing for six
months in the most exclusive clubs
of the Dominion with the bright
lights of social and military life; of
visiting the lhomes of these distin-
guished people as their honored
guest; of making an impassioned
tpeech for recrults in a crowded To-
ronto theatre, and of being intro-
duced in a stirring address by Sir
John Y¥oster (slc), Minister of Fin-
ance—and all the time a German
spy!

But that isn't all. So impressed
ware the army recruits with Hans'
ald In recruiting that he, himself,
was accepted in the American Le-
glon of Canada and gazetted us a
colonel, the American Legion being
the 97th Canadian Battalion, C.E.F.

German Prisoners Abused.

Hans von der Kowpper was al-
ways welcome at the Conservative
Club of Toronto. It was there that
Sir Sam Hughes, Minister of Militia,
made his home, and it was there he
chatted over recruiting and 4he
prospects of the war with the per-
synsive and likeable Germuan agent.

There was nothing too good for
Hans von der Kowpper in the homes
and the clubs and the hearts of the
hespitable war chieftains of the
Dominion—but, moodness knows,
they didn’t know him. Of course,
his name was Smith or Kipling or
something else in Toronto.

And that’s how he captivated Li.-
Colone!l of the . Kowp-
per, a veteran and a former officer
of the National Guards of New York
State, visited Calonel at his
home, suggesting new methods of
reoruiting, and telling " stunts tried
successfully by the United States
during the Spanish War, At once
Kowpper was admitted to the charm-
ed circle,

The German agent also met Major
LeGrand Reed.

High Pay to U. 5. Men?

Captain Lyndom of the regular
Canadian army was another who
looked with favor on Hans.

Kowpper reports abuse of German
prisoners, herded {n cattle sheds, and
persecution of sympathizers with the
Grerman cause, a 'Dl'MCh(‘r iﬂ one
(‘n%e being “ridden out of town on &
rail.”

Colonel Greer, commander of the
Sportsmen’s Battalion, told Hans that
of those who enlisted in this branch
only a comparatively few had aver
carrfed o gun. Boys under twenty
serving as lieutenants and strutting




about the streets “like peacocks,” un-
til higher authoritles stopped a “lot
of tom-foolery.” It was declared $530
bought a leutenancy, $1,000 a cap-
taincy, and $3,000 a majorship,

Kowpper was first arrested as a
suspect at King Edward's Hotel in
Toronto. His letter to his mother in
the United States had bheen opened by
the censors. The letter criticized the
place where the American Legion
was herded, “in an old cattle shed.”
He appealed to Lieutenant-Colonel
--— and Hans was released at once.

Arrested as Firebug.

When fire swepl through the Ot~
tawa Government Building Kowpper
was arrested as a firebug suspect at
2 o'clock the next morning. He had
been seen with w musician who was
wanted and who was later detained.
Hans was at that.time staying with
friends of Major Tom Flunnery of the
Sportsmen’s Battaiion. Once more
Hans was liberated. His friends were
insulted at the “insult” to so strong
a2 champion of the allies. =

Directly after the Ottawa fire,
however, Hans was gazetted a lieu-
tenant in the American Legion to re-
cruit for the Canadian army-—nice
work for a German agent! Receiving
his commission, Hans returned to the
Arlington Hotel in Toronto, where the
Prince of Wales, afterward King Ed-
ward, was entertalned.

But sharp-eyed army commanders
cant be fooled all the time. At Mid-
night Hans was warned by a hotel
man that he was being watched. Un-
der cover of darkness he slipped out
of town. making his way to Hamil-
ton and then to Bridgeburg.

|

A bit more of travel, a short walk
to Fort Erie and a ferry to Buffalo—
and Hans von der Kowpper got back
alive to the U. 8. A,

Huns von der Kowpper thinks it's
very risky business being a spy. but
1t is all right if you get home alive.

A Star representative saw several |
officers of the Sportsmen's Batta-
lion, and got their version of the af-
fair. They had no hesitation in de-
scribing the “spy"” as a fe.nciful{
Har.

Lieut.-Col. R. H. Greer, 0.C., 180th’

(Sportsemen's) Battalion, after hav-

fng read the sensational * confes- |
sion™ of the German spy, reccalled
he man immediately. He declared
that the man now calling himself
Hans Von der Kowpper, came to him
shortly after the work of forming
the battalion had started in January
of last year. “ This man dgclared
that he was & newspaper corre-
spondent and called himseif White.
He stated that he was from Chicago
and hag come to Canada for the pur-
pose of securing material for articles
for American newspapers and maga-
zines. We had located our head-
quarters at the Sportsmen’s Club in
Richmond street west. One morning
this man came to Capt. Thos. Flan-
agan and said that he had a propo-
sition whereby he could get us 200
or 300 recruits! Capt. Flanagan
brought him to me.

“*What is your proposition?" I
asked him.

weIf 1 can get you 200 or 300 re-
cruits, will you give me a lieuten-
ancy 7" he asked,

“Y tol@® him that I would not make

any deal with him, and that we did
not do things that way here. After
considerable hedging, he told me
that he could get 200 or 300 deserters
from the American army who would
be glad to come.over here to fight,
I then told him we did not want
them, and he”left the room. While
' he was in the club he talked about
the war, and I.wag struck with his
[prauunci;,nom, <of . several . diffieylt
. Gorman: ha




faculty for detecting a German who
talks of German names in English. 1
do not think I could possibly be fool-
ed. The moment he left the room II
|
|

sent for Capt. Flanagun and said,
*Captain, that man is a German spy.
Find out where ha is living a,nd‘
make some investigations.”

“Captain Flanagan then went to‘
the Arlington Hotel where he learn-
ed that White was living a life ot‘
case. He did not rise any morning
until noon, and most days he re-‘
mained in his bed until the after-
noon, From the hotel White hadl
sent several telegrams to New York
papers, stating that he had a sensa-
tional story to sell, and asking how
much material these different papers
could handle. The sensational stories
concerned the movements qf the Am- }
erican Leglon. ;

Deported Him. |

“That afternoon I sent Capt. Flan-
agan to Col. Grasett, and I later
called on Inspector of Detectn'ea\
Kennedy. I told the inspector tha.t‘
there was a German spy in town and ]
that he had better be deported im-
mediately. The inspector sent men
to the hotel, and within twenty-four
hours the German was across the
border. :

“I do not think that this man is|
a German spy. He was a slightly-i
built man, badly dressed and ill-:
groomed. I noticed at the time that
his shoes were badly broken, I have'
no doubt that he was an American
newspaper mal, 4but a consummate
liar. He told most wonderful tales
of the enormous sums of money he
made a® a newspaper correspondent.
FFamiliar with newspaper men, and
having some knowledge of the money
they earn, T knew that this man was
lying.

“Clol. Greer denied absolutely that
there was . ever anything said be-
tween himself and White concerning
the price of different commissions in
the army. ‘''‘My whole interview with
him did not take over tfifteen min-
utes. At the end of that time 1 was
positive that he was a llar; that from
his pronunciation of different words
that he was a German, and that he
wa® a good man to have out of the
country, 1 belleve that the other:
statements made in the story con-
cerning his intimacy with prominent
Canadiang, his speeches at-recruit-
ing meetings, and all the rest of the
varn was manufactured out of whole
cloth.”

Capt. Flanagan, who is mentlon-
ed by White or Von der Kowpper
as an intimate friend, belleves that
he is a “dope” flend.

To Raise $800,000 For Missions.

The General Board of Missions* of
the Methodist Church decided yester-
day to fix $800,000 as the amount to
be raised during the wvear 1917-18.
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