POYAL COMMISSION
PROBES IMMIGRATION:

Salvation Army Officer Says
Army Could Place Three |
Times as Many Boys.

PREMIER'S WELCOME

SIn Time of War Prepare for
Peace,” Said Prem. Hearst
to Commission.
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Premier Hearst to-day  welcomed
the Dominlon’s Hoyal Commission to
Ontario, when it held its first ses.
slon 8t the City Hall. 7Tts purpose is
to Investigate the natural resources
of the Empire's various units, and it
has heen at this work for four years.

“In time of war prepare for peace,”
was Premier Hearst's sdaptation of
the famoua axfom. Ie told the com-
mission that the Ontarjo Ministers
and officials avould be at their dis-
posul, Nothing, he gald, was more
essential than a knowledge of the
resources of the Empire as a foun-
datlon for a good constructive policy
after the war, “Not a dollur should
be lost to the Empire if it can possi-
bly be avoided,” he asserted.

The Mayor's Welcome,

Mayor Church welcomed the coma
mission to Toronto and described this
city as &« manufacturing centre. He
thought there would not be unsettle-
mnent at the end of the war that

marked its beginning. Canadlans
needed optimism, with contidence in
thelr powers und thoroughness in
thelr methods,

President Arthur Hewitt, of the
Board of Trade, said that the work
of the commission woild umlerlauy
ald Britadn in preparing for peace

8ir Alfred Bateman, veplying mr
the commigsion, the ed ihe three
spcakers for their cordial grecting. !

8ir Alfred pn sfded, and with hnn'
sat Sir Edgar Bowring of Newfound-
land, Mr. W. Lorimer of Scotland, andi
Hon. J. R. Sinelair of New Zealand. |

The other two members, Sir Tan,
Laugerman of South Africa and AMr.|
Jos. Tatlow of Ireland, were at thnl
game time conducting a private in-!
quiry Into Ontarie mincrsl resanrces.

Major Jennings, assxistant superin-|
itendent of the Salvation Army's im-

migration departiment, testified con-|

cerning the methods of the Army m’
handling immigrants to Canada.  He:
estimuted thoi in the past ten years'
about .00 pertsons had been byouf.{ht‘
out by the Army.

Sir Alfred: “And becuuse of your
arpanization you consgider yourselves
better fitted to do this work than
other agencles)™”

Mslor Jenningz: 'V wontd noet say
we du it better--we try o do the
bedt we ean”

“But your percentage of ouly 1wao
par cent, of failures is a very low
one said the acting chairman,

To  Mr. Lorimer Major Junnings
said that he considered it a4 wiss
polley o bring out to Canada lone
ehfldren who woere nnt properly ear-
ad for in Britain. Ther had s bet-
ter chanece in thig big country, :

Sir Edrar BDowring  asked  ahout
transportation eosts, and the Army
officer sald that it cost M2 to bring
a child out. including both steam-
ship and rail. This was, of course.
pald hy the immizrant.

Maiot Jennings  staled that the!
Army had nore than three times as!
many applications for bovs as thex!
had boys to 11 them . '
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