RUTHENIANS WOULD
DEFEND DOMINION

Bishop Budka Says Fellow-
Countrymen Will Give Aid
if Needed

OWE NOTHING {ING TO AUSTRIA

§ny: Two _Thouund _Already
*""Are Serving in Canadian
Contingents

From tho Ottawa Correspondent of
The Dally News.

Ottawa, Nov. 23.—Bishop Nlcetas
Budka, head of the Ruthenlan Greek
Catholic Church in Canada, who is
in the Capital, declares that if
the necessity arises the Ruthenlans
would be willing to ralse men for a
battalion for home service. s

Bishop Budka sald the Ruthen-
ians wish to do something to help
Canada because this is the land of
their adoption, the land in which
they aro enabled to live as they
were not in the Old Country. He
asscrted that there was a miscon
ception in Canada that the Ruthe

ns were enemles Dbecause they
happened to be born in a country
which is now regarded as enemy ter-
ritory. The Ruthenians owed alle-
glance to no country, the Bishop
sald. They had lost all they pos-
sessed. Just because a Ruthenlan
happened to be born in Galicia, he
should not be regarded as an enemy
here for the reason that the Ruthen-
jan owed Austria nothing. The woud
Austria meant nothing to him.

Many Now Serving.

But In the army which is com-
monly termed the Austrian army,
were thoysands of Ruthenians
who, of course, were called upon for
military service. It was this fact
which prevented Ruthenians in Can-
ada rushing to the Canadian colors
in thousands. They could not kill
those who but a few years before
had been their kinsmen. Ruthenlan
settlement was Only ten years_ old in
Canada, said the Bishop, in pointing
out the error of expecting his coun-
trymen to fight the Ruthenlans of
Europe, Galicia, especially, where ln
most cases a much longer period of
thelr Jife had been spent.

Bishop Budka lnld another diffi-
culty was that Ruthenlans were
badly versed in the English lan-
guage. The majority of the men ln
Cnnndn. eligible for military

had been educated In Galicia ln (holr
own RutHenian tongue. They had
come here and taken farsns among
their own pcople In the Ruthenlan
colonlh. Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
or Alberta. They had not bothered
lo learn the English language, leav-

that to their chlldren.

pite all this, Rishop Budka said
2,000 Ruthenlans were in the Can-
adlan contingents. They had en-
listed as Palel and Russlans. He
knew of e Ruthenians with such
nnmn as Smllh Jones, O'Connor,
etc., méd for the purpose of
lettlnx to the froamt.




