The Kitchener Trouble
The prezent disturbances at Iitchener, Ont.,
®ould not have oceurred i wlt exeept for politics.
I ft had not heen for politier, the Fuemy Alien
Act would have heen put into effect in Waterloo
County a3 it wus put into effect in Toronto und‘
elsewhere §n the carly dayg of the war. ..\‘fewf

objectionable enemy allens there would have been 1‘

interned as similiar men hcrc; svere interned, undi

o

&l would have gone smoothly thercalter.

A few bitter cnemy sympathizers, however,{
were allowed to run at large among a people of
German race and speech in a cit}' voi Prussiuu
name, and they whispered among and worked
upon the traditions aud predilections of foolish:
men. Plenty of warning was given of what was|
bappening. The City Couneil, alarmed for ihe}
futurc and the reputation of the city and county,!
twice called upon the Government to enforce thel
Enemy Alien Act, there as elsewhere, and ropei
in those who were known to be sowing the sccds‘
of mischicf. The Star contiiually urged the Gov-! i
ernment to put the law inte efiect und not, by | !
neglecting the worning of tiie Berlin Council, i
burden itself with responsibility for what cnl}
might ensuc. ;

Politics, however, got in iis work., Those in-:
fluential with the Government went to Ottawa I
and induced the leaders of the party to “'go easy.” f
They wanted to “hold the Germun vote.” ’l‘hei
leaders of the party in office wanted them to
“hold” that vote, and the pro-Germans of L.exlmr
were given every encourugement to belicve that{
owing to party politics they could just about;
say and do us they lked, becausc bhoth pom‘call
parties thought even more about cuatching the
German vote in this country than doing anything
else. So these uliens among us have playcd,
politics agalns( us for ail they are worth. !

They had succeeded last summer in l\mlmg[
the scheme for chunging the city’s name. They {
had the wholc scheme cofiined and serewed down, |
but The Star bhroke in on the scene with cdi-;
torials exposing the double deating. and, aided h_\'l
one sudden and effective cditorial in the \Ialli
and Empire one morning. the same aﬂemoom
saw the Ontario Government put through the
necessary order changing the name of Lerlm.i
And it stays chaugced as long us the graves 0[‘
Canadians remain in Flanders. t

Discussion will not mend this matter. The
game of politics has been niéyed in this affair
and mischief bas vesulted, as we over and over!
agaln vainly warned ihe Government would be|
the case. FThere will be worse to toilow, too.
uttless the Government doey fts duty by intern-
fng the ringleaders of enmemy activity in Kitch-
ener..

The whole case illustrates the incapucity of a
party Government to handle situations rough-
imnded.  These pro-Germaus are able to pldv |
politics. to play one party against another, to,
trade on the Gov ernment’s fear of the Om)oqmon' |
when next election comes svound. If we had
the non-partizan war administration the country
needs. there would be nonc of this. ) A War |
Ministry. formed regardless of politics, \\ould
leave cut and useless all the wires thd& rmrtizanst
pull. . . .
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