VOTE-FEARING POLITICIANS
RESPONSIBLE FOR “BERLIN”

Slurs Upon Liberals 1ll-Timed in F ace of the F acts—Go\,cmmenl!
- Kept Hesitating Until Grip on Kitchener's §
Actions Become a _]oLe. : i

\poclnl to The siar.
IWitchener, Jun, L—When newspapers like the Torunie Telegtam or
the Toronto News accuses q)olmc‘u opponents of disloyalty or of secking to
advance their political fortunes hy appeals open or tacit to non- -British
olements in the community, they chose to forget what has bcea golng on in
Wiuterloo County and in Kitchener in particular since the outhreak of
war. .

It is sufe to say there has not been in the whole British Finpire 2 omore;
'piziable example of catering., not merely to a non-British <iement in the
community, but to actually alien cnemlies. thar has taken place here, and
|t‘ut catering has been done not by “disloyal Liberals” but by the political
!rr'enm and idols of the Toronto Telegram and the Toronto News. ;

First, war had no sooner been declared than prinied notices were

posted at several points in “Berlin” as it then was, calling wpon German
reker\i%b to report to a named individual, plcsumdbls to secuve informa-
tion as to their duiy and assistance in performing it Since then many
a German reservist has found his way from here across tire tine and!
uudoubtedly by devicus ways to the Fatherland. One after another thy
have disappearcd frem this neighborhood. Canadian graves in Flanders
are probabiy filled by men who fell under bullets fired by German reservists:
from “Berlin,” Ontario. Those reservist notices no longer .mpear—tlnlu
would be too flagrant. But has the movement been stopped, or if stopped,:
{s it for any other reason than that the supply of German reservists h:wi
given out? Was anyone ever punished? Was anyonc ever prosecuted? I
rnot, why not? There is only one possible answer. The political wdols of
the Toronto Telegram and the Toreonto News were afraid of losing votes. i
i
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ALIENS ALLOWED AT LARGE—NO REGISTRATION.

Second —Registration of alien cnemies was speedily inaugurated aftery
e war in every portion of the Empire—that is. every portion of it bu&;
“Berlins” Ontarto. In Toronto and every British city this was regarded a.s\
an absolutely essential step. How much more so should it have becn‘
attended to in #@ ucrnﬁr& known to con}min many Germans? To-day. there |
are T00-nlien enemies registered in Kitchener, But it seems incredibie that |
it was not until Mareh, 1916, after almost iwo years of war. and then onlyli
after the most emphatic protests and agitation, that the Guvernment madei
provision for this vegisiration in Kitchener. What wee the reason? Only'
one is possible. The powers that bLe, supported in every cmergency by tde;
Toronte Tetegram, were afrald ol giving offence andlesing votes., |

Thirdi—Then came the campaign on the part of the British clements ,.o:
change the name of Berlin, l{ow. obstacles were thrown in the way of that
campaign at every turn: how the Ontario Government tried to throw respon-
sibility on the Ottawa Governament. and the Ottawa Government on the;
Ontario; the delays and the arguments necessary to get action ef any kind |
are well known, Why was there all that deiay? Again only-one answer xsf
possible—Fear et the pari of someone of losing votes. )

THE CITIZENS LEAGUE AND . ITS ORIGIN.

Finaily wo¢ have to-day the spectacle of a “Cltizens’ League” campaign-
tug for the restoration of the name of Berlin, modifying this, under-pressure,
by an intimation that no action will be taken until after the war. What s
the genesis of the Citizens' League? It was born and nurtured in the
association headquurters in Kitchener of the party which has the enthusi-
astic sunport of the Toronto Telegram. Little chance has it of ever achleving
its primary object, but as long as it remains in being it will possess 2 cer- |
tain capucity for mischlef. 1f it is bold. and Lold it ccrtainly has been in
its campaign to date, it is because its members have fouud In the paat_ that
boldness with L‘:madla.n authorities paid.

Lontlnaed en pags-two.




Machine At Its Back.

According to statements by mem-
bers of the British I.eague, and in-
deed according to generally accepted
report, the “Citizens” League was
organized by, leading Conservative
organizers; it had the Conservative
machine in the city at its back for
election purposes, and its meetings
were held in the Borden Club room,
the Conservative headquarters,

'The British League claims to be
absolutely non-political, their sole!
aim being the furtherance of British
sentiment and of evervihing that will
contribute to the victory of the allies,
Their executive committes, according
to Mr. C. C. Hahn, Is composed of 4
Conservatives, 3 Liberals and 1 In-
dependent, all of whom have abso-
lutely given up all thought of poli-
tics. .

Among the chief workers and or-
ganizers for the Citizens’ T.eague in
the recent election, according to the
executive committee of the British
League, were Ed. Scully and Mike
Ross, two of the principal Conserva-
tive workers of the city; W. B, Ut-
tley, editor of the News-Retord, a
Conservative journal, and one of the
new aldermen, and Otto Togelsang,
president of the Borden Club.

Politics At Bottom.

“Yes, certainly politics are at the
root of the whole trouble,” stated Mr.
S. J. Williams, one of Xitchener's
leading citizens, and a well-known
Conservative, who is on the Execu-
tive Committee of the British
League, “There never was any reg-
istration of alien enemies here until
after February last year, when an
alien was discovered in a factory
practising with a home-made bomb,
atter which they interned him and
three or tour others and registered
about 700 alien enemi¢s. You Know,
the- Council had already made three
applications to the Minister of Jus-
tice without result, but I went to
Ottawa then myself and interviewed
both him and Col. Sherwood, Chief
of the Dominion Police.”

The City Council twice passed re-
sojutions asking for registration and
forwarded them to the XMinister of
Justice at Ottawa, but received no
reply. It was only when they sent
a very strenuous Jetter that any
notice at all was taken.

In the following month, after Mr.
S. J. Williams went down to Ottawa,
Chief of Police O'Neutll was furnished
with the notices to post up and the
proper machinery for carrying out
the registration, and at present there
are almost 900 registered. ;

Mr. Woeichel’'s Opinion. ]
1

The Star asked Mr. W. G. Weichel,
M.P. for North Waterloo, why re-
gistration was not carried out in
this district.~and he replied: “There
were only about seven registrars ap-
pointed in the whole of Canada.
There was none in Windsor or Ham-’
ilton. yet in the latter place Magis-
srate Jelfs carried out registration
thoroughly and effectively. The po-
lice magistrate and the Chief of Po-
lice had the power to do it here, as
every other place.”

_Mr. Welchel denied that-the quess




tion of retaining the German vote
for the Conservative party lay at-the
bottom of the neglect of the author-
itles to carry out the reglstration,
“It had nothing to do with it,” he de-
clared. “The Germans are not all
Conservatives. Lots are Liberals, es-
pecially among the Mennonites.”

Of the part played by the Conser-
vative organization in electing the
nominees of the Citizens' League in
the recent civic contest. Mr. Weich-
ell said he knew nothing. *'I did not
meddle with the affairs of either
league,” he went on. “it was a
purely civic fight, and it is Federal
matters with which I am concerned.
1 played no part in it at all.”

. It will be noticed that the City
Council asked three times that reg-
istration be carried out, and once, on
May 17, 1915, respectifully suggest-
ed that the police mugistrate be ap-
pointed registrar under the Order-in-
Council of October 28, 1914. Yet it



was only last March that the chief
of police received the notices to post
up, and the book and other material
necessary for carrying out registra-
tion.
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