“THE FRINGE” OVERLOOKED.

Correspondent Says That Charitable
Efforts Were Less This Yecar

“One Who Loves Them All” wrltes
to Lhe Free Press as under, maklng
compiaint that, in the recent holidav
senson, there was less concerted
charitable work for the sake of poor
chlldren than in former vears:

“Amld the wonderful <enerosity
and kindness of the citizens of this
city in providing for Christmas giad-
1ness there were nevertheless hund-
ireds of children who dil not get
\

a sugarstick from thelr henevolent
bhut overbuasy friend, Santa Claus.
The truth I8, Santa I8 so leval and
true to the emnplre that his pnblic
attentlons wele almost entirely con-
fined to the different brauches con-
nected wlith the dear soldiers and
imnllitary Interests. *The poor we al-
ways have with us'—the soldlers net
always.

The Salvation Army’'s noble charity
was tlso much curtalied thronch the
overshadowing of war Interests. We
tnay feel our duty as keenly as pos-
&ible to our soldlers and their Je-
pendents, but that does not blunt our
sense Of what s due to destitute
children at thly, the chlldren’s sea-
son, and a portlon of our community
which nilght be desiiznated as ‘The
Fringe’ should have becn overlooked
0y they were this year,

“We may talx as we jike abouy'
the ‘aliens’ and ‘forelgners,” put we
hbrought them here. Our nalll agenty
'voecd and won them In Furope. and
they and thelr tamilics buyiit our
railways in more ways than one, and
their dinner can brlgade increascd
the value of our real astate. It our
inlsgovernment allows s0 many 0f|
thein to remain unemploved and a
burden on the community, if so many |
men discharged from hosplital or
otherwise unfit for the manual
labor available, so that the mother,
in so’ many cases, has to go out
serubbing and washing to fight off
starvation, that Is not the fault of
the little .innocent children—God bless
them! If such peoplo are economdi-
cally unproduotive, they are certain-
ly productive in offspring, and o mig-




And In addition under  favorable

takken sense  of citizenship makes

them think that they are benelfitting
the world Ly producing the large
families that are being brought up
under such pltiful cenditions. ffow-
ever, not only forelgners but inter-
esting Oid Country families went un-
blrssed and uncheered this Chrigt-
mas,

“In talklng with the staff of the
Salvation Army one understood how
gladly they wonld have given to all
large hampers, capable of fully lomd-
inr up a Christmas dinner table. But
this sort of. ammunition was very
inadequate. The writer asslsted the
distribution of the beskets and can
tell a8 an eyewlitness of at least one
casge, where the food had to he pnt
{0 cook Immediately 8o real was the
hunger. Anotler large famly was
discovered at the Iast minute as it
were, wlthout an atom of food on
the premises. Not te belittle what
wiy done we must say that the sup-
ply the baskets contained was 2
scainty one. 1If the Salvation Army’s
hands were etrengsthened, that is,
well tilled, thelr splendid  glfts of
former years could be ceonntinued,

auspices i toy, or Santa Cliwns fund
for the echikiren should be lnaugzur-
atedd-

“"To one belonging to no Ieague
or association freedom m:ay be allow-
ed to spealk thus tmperson.aily of, the
need that this yewr has seenied a
crying one. As to the statement that
has been made, that less poverty ex-
1818 at the present time than former-
ly, thls Is true and it Is not, The
sting of poverty i3 not in its bulki-
ness, but In its Individual pressure.
There certalnly could not be the
same ‘bulk' of need when so many
of the unemployed and others of that
clilsd huave gone overseus. 3ut to
those who are st in want deprivi-
tion is as pitlless and Joomns as larue
as It ever did.

“A reasonabie conclusion ls thne
fow citizens were aware ot the num-
ber of lttle strained eyes and stradn-
ed heirts that watched n valn for
Santit Claus, and to whom <oven
damnged loys would have bronucht
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