OUR COUNTRY FIRST.

To the Edltor of the Free Press
Sir,—In the distance we cin now

hedr the ruinble of the approaching
storm which nmmst {ncrease In vol-
ume as It moves from west to east,
until it wakes our rulers slumbering
peacefnily at Ottawa and brings them
fice to face with the country's peril
and thelr duty. Can It be that t.he.v;
nre so ll-advised by thelr party fol-
jowers thut they know nothing of the
strong undercurrent of publle feellng
which wilt soon 1ise In a whirlpool
to swallow up alt those who put their
piarty belfore the good of the nation.

Those in power must surely see

that party Hnes are growlng thin,
and wide breaks will occur unless the
will of the peuple as o whole, atir-
red by the wir splvit and the sacri-
tices they have made, ls taken into
consideration and resl‘ected. while
the advice of political "partisans is
disregarded.

The next election wilf not be won
by any muchine but by public opin-
lon and whoever wins It wlll do so
by trimming their salis so as to take
advantage of the wind that will lead
them into the, harbor of the natlon's
good, und all other cousiderations
must be cast overboard. \Whether
the government will recognlze the
truth of the positlon or ot [ do ot
know, but thero is no doubt thut,
with the whole manhovod of the coun-
try registered for mnational service,
we shonld have o natlonad goveri-
ntent, and here 1 would quote the
words uscd by Lloyd George in his
first speech as premler in the house
of commons:

“If. in this war [ have pald scant
heed to the cill of party, and so 1
have—although 1 hiave been as strong
a party man as any in the house—
tf [ have not done it during thls war
it {s because 1 reallzed fromn the 1uo-
ment the DPrussian cannon hurted
deith at i peacenble and inoftensive
little country, thut i challenge had
been sent to civilization to declde an
issue higher thui party, deeper than
party, wider than all parties, an ls-
sue upon the settlement of which
will depend the fute ol men in this
world for gencrations when existing
partles will have falien ke decud
leaves on the highway; these issney
are the issues that I want to keep
in front of the natlon so thiat we
shall not falter ur faint in our re-
solves.”

| eannot conclude without paying
tribute to the strong stand tuken by
Mr. Norrls In regurd to traltors in
onr midst and enemy allens. It is
inspiring when a man ol Mr. Norris'
position casts off the net of party
politics and speuks his mind boldly
for the good of his conntry. It places
hin fur above the politicul vote-
catehers and shows he Is moving uj
the steps of statesmanship, 1 vew-
ture to predict thnt hj» = st
long ring in the ewrs of the loyal
people ot this province und that he
will recelve support in the [uture
thint he littie dreams of now.

Y. 1 B,

wWinntpeg, Jun. I[8.



