THE PROSPECTS OF |,
A STRHE RENOTE

Various Factors Point to Unlike- | o
lihood of One in North- - |1
em Mine Camps. |3}

- Klely, Smith & Amos, members of f!
the Standard Stock Exchange, have|2(
recetved o letter from their corre-jie
spondent in the Porcupirie camp g"!
dealing with the labor situation In}g;
the “North and the prospects..of al¥
strike. The correspondent says: Y
“] have taken a great deal -oflj,
trouble {n the last few days to Inter-{ W
vlew people. who ought to know the ;2
real situation, and can safely say 1 J
do not think there is any Hkelihood {7,
of a strilte at the present tlme. - I
understand . the Miners' Unlon have| .
gent in p request to the mines for-a A
small increase in wages, which I,.
think they are rightly entitled to. Thel ¢
man working underground 18 not pald | ¢
63 much as the man In the mill. andip
as far ng jobs go there is no compari- | &
son in work. I was speaking to a/g
mill superintendent this morning and
he informed me that several men who
bad made a.p’pllcation for work have
been turned away, as there were no
vacancles there for them. This, of
course, may seem strange on account
of the report of a labor shortage, but
the shortage is almost entirely con-
fined to underground workers. There
i{s no -doubt in my mind that' the
mine should pay more to the nnder-
ground man than-those in tho mill,
and Jf they did, it would,  in my
opinion, be some inducement and, I
think, would solve the Droblem.'
“My oplnion s that the Austrlans
and Germans know too wel how well
| otf they are at the present time to
#rike, and it was not long ago
s rongly advocated by one. of thej:
prominent citizens of the .tountry to
toke one-half of thelr wages and
give it to the Patriotic Fund, so I do
not think that they «would be. fools
enough to vote In favor of o strike,
as they would mostly all be interned,
especially if they started any trouble
In the camp. . :
“I do not think that thers is 2
married man in the whole camp that
would think of striking, as with the
cost of living as high as it is at the
present time they have & great deal
of trouble in making ends meet.- O,
course, there are always & number of |,
unmarried men belonging to the
union who are always. looking for!
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frouble, but they are.so much of a
4| minority in the camp that if it does
come to a vote I think they will be
outvoted two to one, .

“I have also spoken to several of !
the mine managers, and they say thnti"
If the demands are reasonable they:
would certainly be glad to do some-|
thing for the men, as' they realize:
how the cost of living hasg gone up.

“Some very kind broker in Toron-|
to got out a report that the miners '
insisted that the mines recognize the
Western Federation of Miners, but
this is not the case, and all they‘axei
. asking for is a slight increase in
8.1 vages” -
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