PETITION NOT SEDITIOUS

Templars Want To Protect Canadian
Soldiers In’ England.

“No, I will not give you a copy of
our petition because I would not trust
a Toronto paper to print that petilion
verbatfm,” sald W. 1. McMillan,

grand secretary 02\ the Royal Tem-
plars of Temperance of Ontario, to
The Star yesterday in reply to a re-
quest for a copy of a petition which
the Templars sent. to.the British Par-
ljament in- February, and which was
'mentioned in yesterday’'s despatches
in connection with another petition
from the Social Service Council of
Halifax.

- The former petition appeals for the
sarae proteotion for Canadian sol=-
dlers in England as they recelve in
‘Canada. It opens with a preamble of
cyalty, and then outlines the temper-
‘n'me situation in Canadsa.

~J. A. Austin, Dominion councillor
off the Roval Templars, characterized
the statement that Canadian prohibi-
‘tionists are preachlng sedition as
“nbsolute nonsense’”” He said there
was not a prohibitionist or temper-
ance man in Canada holding such
views. Mr. Austin has had a son at
‘the front since the first contingent

went over



