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N “MELTING POT”
 OF YOUNG CANADA

{uman Scenes at Night Class ,
of Immigrants :

RAINING NEW  CITIZENS

fother and Daughters Study Together
at Hester Hall—Child From War-
saw’s War Scenes—One Pupil With
Long Whiskers.

A chapter in the lives of some
oming Canadians closed last night.
t was uneventful enough as things
0, the closing of the night classes
or forelgners at tho Hester Hall,
ilizabeth street.  Yet for about o
undred people, runging in age from
ourteen to fifty-tive, ranglng in map
neasurement from Cranada in Spaun
o near the Ural Mountauins in Rus-
la, In climate from the icy Northern
ntario winter of Finland to  the
almy fruit belt airs of southern
taly, and in intelligzence nearly as
videly, a step toward the acquisition
{ fuller citizenship is not a thing to
e despised. ¥or the school does
nore than teach these boys and girls
\nd men and women the English lan-
uage. It inculcates a knowledge of
‘anada, and the vaster Empire to
vhich they learn the allegiance of
ove and reverence for itg institu-
fons. In onc class last evening The
3lobe reporter heard *“God, Save tho
<ing" sung by a gathering of cleven,
vhich numbered nine nationalities.
Che Chinese laundryman rubbed edu-
ational shoulders with a Russian in
he khaki of the Queen’s Own Rogi-
nent, 1 man who huad cnlisted in the
34th Battalion, but had failed to go
yverseas because he could not under-
stand the military orderas. Now he iy
making that up rapidly, in a double
sjense learning to serve.

il From Warsaw’s War Scencs.

But more interesting than all was
» young and engaging Polish girl of
Jewish faith, who had only reached
Foronto last Christmas from War-
suw. Their home had been pierced
by shrapnel as the Germans bom-
barded the place for two days before
their rather empty triumphual entry.
She already speaks good English for
the time, and could say that she was
glad to be in safety.

A map of Cunada in outline on a wall
showed the ports and main rallways.
Pupils are encouraged to ask about the
route Ly which they came In.  On vne
of the blackboards last cvening, the
clusg was Informed, down to the last |
minute, so to speak, that “thix is the
gseason called spring.”

Greeting New Sprindtide,

The instruction would have de-
lighted Mr. Sqgucers. His classic case
of teaching the spelling of “W-i-n-
d-e-r, window, now go and clean ‘em’’
was improved upon, for at this Point
came the interruption to ‘“spell
sspring.’ ™ “1t is the time when every
body(two words) {g habpy und peo-
ple make maple syrup, from the
maple tree,” which, save the wmark:
was called “the emblem of Ontario.”

Another class was busy finding out
the intricacies of the “tongue that
Shakespeake sprke,” If not the morals
Milton held with such lttle  pesky
pesterings as ‘'all” and “awl™ and
the psychology which underlies the
differentiation between “ball*  and
“bawl." Then, too. there was the verh
“to bear,” and the adfective “bare,”
and one thought of poor Dan Leno
with higs horse doctor cure at the
North Pole for the “little Polar hear
who had caught cold while running
after it with bare feet.” Thanks to
Itegulation 17, even these things can
he mastered in a few weeks.,

Some of the “Pupils.”

The year before the war there had
heen 750 puplls in these classes, This
yeur the nmmber Is scarcely one hun-
dred, owing to the drop in  fimmi-
gration.  Attendance is  fair. The
amount of overtime worked in the
 garment factories, good times for
trade was bad for school, and made
it frregular. Many of the pupils go
cstralght from work without suppoer,
’,In one class theres are two girls whose
mather plods slong with our noble
Anglo-Saxon two grades lower down.

The best “kid" In one elass was a
patriarch with a venerable length of
| Abrahamic whiskers. To-night those
'who have made cighty per cent, of
.the attendance, about oune-half the
;number this year, will go to the
school for thelr money bhack, They
“deposit 4 dollar at the beginning of
tthe session, Mr. W. II. Harwood ix in
'(:lmrm- of the school and he mikes
L Rreat feature of interesting the
hew-comers in Canadinn story from
every angle. Trustee C. A. B. Brown
calso pald a visit of interested Inspec-
itlon. _Fur_the nest six months these
foreigners have to depend on their
jown efforts for learning, and it is
! possibly the only weak spot in un ex-
ycellent thing.
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